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Coventry Select Board

Audit report
will go to law
enforcement

by Elizabeth Trail

COVENTRY — Copies of Graham &
Graham’s long-awaited forensic report were
handed around the room at Monday night’s select
board meeting here.

The report covered not only the town money
that’s believed to be missing, but also detailed 14
months of efforts by Town Clerk, Treasurer, and
Delinquent Tax Collector Cynthia Diaz to keep
the auditors from getting the documents they
needed to do their jobs.

Because of those efforts to thwart the auditor,
Ms. Diaz is ineligible to run for town office again,
the report says.

This week, copies of the report will be
forwarded to law enforcement and to the Vermont
League of Cities and Towns, which insures
Coventry against financial loss.

“We have personally witnessed, and discussed
with others who witnessed at various times, the
removal of town documents, records, files,
computer thumb drives, vendor invoices, etc. by
Cynthia Diaz,” the report says. “Upon discussion

(Continued on page twenty.)

Sweeneys buy
C&C market

by Tena Starr

BARTON — Ray and Jessica Sweeney of
Glover became the new owners of the C&C
Supermarket here on Tuesday.

A few hours after the closing, they were
already, and enthusiastically, at work.

In an interview before the sale, Mr. Sweeney
said he was excited about the purchase and has
lots of ideas about how to give the store a fresh
look.

“My wife and I are ready to do something
different,” he said.

Mr. Sweeney has been head of the C&C’s
meat department for 18 years. Before that, he
worked at Currier’s Quality Market in Glover.
Altogether, he’s had 25 years experience in retail,
which he said he loves. The family also has a
private butchering business and makes and sells
granola, businesses they plan to keep. Ms.
Sweeney is Glover’s assistant town clerk, a job
she plans to keep at least for now.

Clearly, the couple has enough to do. But
Mr. Sweeney said that owning a grocery store
has been his dream for half his life, one he didn’t
(Continued on page seventeen.)
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T endmg thelr ﬂock in Island Pond

Shepherds Morgan Barrup (with staff) and Aiden Walsh, both of Brownington, tend to their flock at “A Night in
Bethlehem,” an interactive nativity in Island Pond Saturday. For more photos, please see page sixteen.
Photo by Brad Usatch

Downtown business is down

by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Retailers are always anxious
as the Christmas season, which can be make or
break for a business, approaches. This year
Newport’s merchants have had the arrival of
Walmart in the area added to their normal
concerns.

For some, business is somewhat slower,
others say they are seeing a more drastic affect.
No one is saying business is booming.

One business that appeared to be directly in
Walmart’s crosshairs is the Vista Supermarket at
Waterfront Plaza. The store’s landlord, Ernie
Pomerleau, was in town in October working on
plans to allow the supermarket to stay in town.

Tim Merrill, the general manager of markets

owned by Associated Grocers of New England, a
category that includes Vista, said Mr.
Pomerleau’s ideas are important to the future of
the store. But, he said his company is “pleasantly
surprised” at how well Vista has done in the face
of competition from the retail giant’s food
department.

Mr. Merrill said everyone expected to see a
decline in sales after Walmart opened.

“Everyone wants to go see the new shiny store,”
he said, noting that he would be interested in a
discount department store if he lived in the area.

So far, he said, the hit from Walmart has been
a lot less than what he expected. Mr. Merrill did
not want to discuss actual sales numbers, but was

(Continued on page twenty-three.)

Cost and shortage of childcare
hinder employment

by Tena Starr

For as long as memory serves, the lack of jobs
in the Northeast Kingdom, generally touted as the
most economically depressed area of the state, has
been considered the big hindrance to prosperity.

But by most measures, the Northeast
Kingdom currently has more jobs than workers
willing, or able, to fill them. Unemployment in
the Derby labor market area for October was at
3.7 percent, which is generally considered full
employment. In this sparsely populated labor
market, that means only about 500 people are
considered to be unemployed.

Nonetheless, few question the fact that people

who could work, and would work, are hindered by
what state officials and others consider barriers
to unemployment.

“I believe people want to work,” said Neil
Morrissette at Creative Work Solutions. “It’s
those barriers.”

And childcare is a big one, he said.

Transportation is another, Mr. Morrissette
said. It’s expensive to buy and maintain a car,
and keep the gas tank filled. Affordable housing
is a third.

And then there’s generational poverty, noted
Jennifer Cote, who works at the Vocational Rehab
office in Newport with young people.

(Continued on page eighteen.)
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Vermont Shop Hop Passports
are in. Great stocking stuffers!

60 Route 111, Derby Vlllage

(50 yards from Derbs Village Store)

(802) 766-2852
Toll-free 1-888-334-7906
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30 ® Sun. 10:30-4
Check out our web page at:
www.countrythymevermont.com

Are Muck Boots
on your
Christmas List?

The Pick & *
Shovel has

styles and

sizes for

the
whole -
family!

Free gift
wrapping.

Gift baskets
& boxes
shipped

anywhere.

Get a FREE
Muck T-shirt
with any
Muck Boots
purchase
now

until

Christmas!
(While

supplies

last.)

Kids size 10 4
through
Men’ s 14 &

WE’ VE GOT THE ONES YOU WANT!

* Arctic Sport *+ Woody Elite © Muck Master Low
* Women’ s Woody Real Tree in Hot Pink * Rover Il Mossy Oak
* Kids' Rugged Il in Pink &Black « Muck Master High & Mid
* Chore Boots (Reg. &High)

’ 54 Coventry St.
r'\ Newport, VT

, the
& & \ OPEN 7 DAYS
plck}zsl\ovel

A WEEK
334-8370

from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Barton Select Board

Approval expected for ATV use

The select board here expects to approve a
new ordinance soon that will allow ATVs on two
sections of Barton roads.

Selectman Bob Croteau said the board has
looked at a number of ordinances in other towns
to see what’s worked for them and to help craft
an ordinance that will work for Barton, as well as
ATV riders.

“We wanted to have an ordinance that was
similar to other local communities so it wouldn’t
make it hard for riders to know what the ground
rules were,” Mr. Croteau said.

He said some communities didn’t give hours of
operation, but Barton intends to. Those hours will

be from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. And the allowed dates
of operation will be from May 15 to November 1.

ATVs will be allowed on the West Glover
Road from Irasburg. That road turns into the
Stevens Road in Barton. It will also be open and
goes directly to West Glover Village.

“That gives VASA (Vermont ATV Sportsman’s
Association) a link from the Albany and Irasburg
areas and out that way to Glover,” Mr. Croteau
said.

The draft of the ordinance is currently with
the town attorney, Mr. Croteau said. It could be
approved as soon as Monday, December 19, at the
select board’s next meeting.

Louise Bonvechio picked to lead RuralEdge

The board of the Northeast Kingdom’s
affordable housing developer RuralEdge said
goodbye to outgoing Chair Werner Heidemann
and welcomed new Chair, Louise Bonvechio.

Ms. Bonvechio is the senior vice-president
and CFO for Community National Bank. She had
served as the board treasurer at RuralEdge since
2014, before being elected chair.

“I am looking forward to working with the
board, and the management team, as we focus on
the health of the organization to ensure that we
can continue to play an important role in
providing appropriate housing options for the
communities in the Northeast Kingdom,” Ms.

Bonvechio said.”

Other RuralEdge board members include
Representative Vicki Strong of Albany; Seleem
Choudhury of Northeastern Vermont Regional
Hospital; Tim O’Neill of Hickok and Boardman
Insurance; Melissa Dopp, St. Johnsbury resident;
Trish Sears, publisher of the Newport Daily
Express; and Robert McMaster of Sheffield.

For more information about joining the
RuralEdge board and making the commitment to
affordable homes in the NEK, please contact
Trisha Ingalls at trishai@ruraledge.org or (802)
473-3925. — from RuralEdge.

SHOPPING FOR
HOLIDAY GIFTS'?

a great
selection!

*Gift Certificates §
Available*

Shop smart, shop local, shop...

THE CARPET
CONECI

~ We Sell Only Floormg, That Saves You M(mey ~

199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-9026 © 1-800-822-9026

Fax: (802) 626-4020

www.thecarpetconnectioninc.com

You'll Be Enchanted by an
Environment of Christmas Remembered!
Stop by for custom wreaths or check,
& us out online! Wreaths can be sent to
& family & friends right from our shop!
 Mail order on our website at: www.naturebydesign.com

Monday-Saturday 8-5, Sunday 10-4

802-754-6400

2627 Barton-Orleans Rd., U.S. Rte. 5, Barton, VT
L www.naturebydesign.com » e-mail: sales@NatureByDesign.com
Gift certificates available. visA-MASTERCARD-DISCOVER
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[ BIG Holiday leeaway‘

To help our Neighbor, Walmart's Grand Opening,
We Are Giving Away

FREE WALMART GIFT CARDS

with Every Vehicle Presentation!
(No Purchase Necessary)

ALSO, WITH EVERY VEHICLE PURCHASE
Between Now and December 21, 2016
You will be entered in a drawing for

1 of 3 Grand Prize Gift Cards!

to be drawn just in time for Holiday Shopping.
STOP BY TO CLAIM YOUR FREE WALMART GIFT CARD TODAY!

154 East Main Street
Newport, VT 05855

Phone: (802) 334-5044

www.shattuckmotors.com

For tales of twinkling
lights,
For hope burning bright,
For kindness and caring,

_ Forsincerity and sharing,

. For dreams coming true,

For remembering special
people like you.

The happiest
of holidays
to you and yours!

7 From all of us at

Wayne!s

Rt. 105, Newport Ctr. » 334-0100




the Chronicle, December 14, 2016

Page Three

News briefs from around the county

by Elizabeth Trail

Site visit planned for Kidder Hill
CPG dispute

The Public Service Board (PSB) has scheduled
a site visit on December 15 for the parties in a
dispute over the location of two small wind
turbines that David Blittersdorf sited on his
Kidder Hill property in Irasburg.

John Cotter, the PSB hearing officer handling
the case, wanted what he called a “physical,
contextural understanding” of the evidence that
will be presented when the hearing takes place,
probably in the spring.

In April 2016, Mr. Blittersdorf’s neighbor
Robert Garthwaite filed a complaint with the PSB
alleging that the turbines were put up in a
different place than was described in the
application for a Certificate of Public Good (CPG)
for the turbines in 2012.

As part of that application, Mr. Blittersdorf
drew arrows on a Google Earth map to show
where the turbines would be sited on his property.

Mr. Garthwaite’s complaint says that where
the turbines were actually built is nowhere near
where the arrows point on the map, and they're
too close to his house.

Mr. Blittersdorf’s response says that the
arrows were intended to be approximate.

The PSB is looking at whether Mr. Blittersdorf
accurately represented his intentions in his CPG
application.

Before Thursday’s site visit, Mr. Blittersdorf
will be required to mark the locations on the
ground that actually correspond to where the

arrows pointed on the map.

Mr. Cotter turned down Mr. Blittersdorf’s
request that Mr. Garthwaite’s property be
included in the site visit.

But Mr. Cotter did agree to Mr. Blittersdorf’s
stipulations that all parties will be required to
sign in before entering his land, and to leave
promptly at the end of the site visit.

Questions and discussion at the site will be
limited to the case in question, and won’t include
any reference to Kidder Hill Community Wind
project planned for the same property.

OCSU gears up for another Act 46 try

As of the last Orleans Central Supervisory
Union (OCSU) Executive Committee meeting on
December 7, results of the Act 46 survey handed out
at the polls on election day still hadn’t been tallied.

But according to the minutes of that meeting,
OCSU Superintendent Donald Van Nostrand hopes
to have the 1,300-plus surveys tallied before the
next executive committee meeting on January 4.

Last June, all but one of the towns in the
supervisory union voted against consolidating
into a single district.

The OCSU Executive Committee has since
voted to form a new study committee to try again
on consolidation. And all of the OCSU school
boards have agreed to participate, .

On December 7, the executive committee set
the budget for the new study committee at
$20,000, contingent on the approval of a grant
from the Agency of Education.

But despite talk at the mid-November OCSU
carousel meeting about appointing a larger Act 46
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Study Committee this time around in order to get
more points of view and engage more members of
the community, the new committee will be exactly
the same size and distribution as last year’s
committee — 14 members. Albany, Brownington,
Glover, Irasburg, and Orleans will each have two
representatives on the committee. Barton will
have three, and Westmore will have one.

Claus for Paws donating to Frontier

A Burlington-based animal charity, Claus for
Paws, has chosen the Pope Memorial Frontier
Animal Shelter in Orleans as one of the recipients
of the pet food, kitty litter, toys, flea products and
cleaning supplies that it will be collecting around
the state this holiday season.

Claus for Paws is the brainchild of Starr
Jewell, who lives in South Burlington.

“I just sat up in bed one night and the whole
idea was there in my head, name and all,” she said.

Ms. Jewell puts specially decorated wire dog
crates at drop-off spots around the state to collect
the donations.

“Last year, we were so successful, we ended
up choosing three shelters to receive what we
collected,” Ms. Jewell said.

Ms. Jewell and her husband have a weekend
home in the Northeast Kingdom, which is how
she decided to make the Orleans animal shelter
one of the two that Claus for Paws will be
collecting for this year.

As of now, the group doesn’t have a collection
point in the NEK, but people are more than
welcome to take gifts directly to the shelter, Ms.
Jewell said.

N Christmas
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Opinion

Through a glass darkly: The Trump education agenda

by William Mathis

Education was in the shadows during the
presidential election. And divining the directions
of the incoming administration requires
penetrating a translucent fog. The task is
compounded by what the media euphemistically
calls the president-elect’s penchant of “walking
back” strong earlier statements. Ringing
declarative statements evaporate beneath
milquetoast assurances. Nevertheless, there are
some points with greater clarity. But whether
these will be implemented, modified, rejected by
Congress, or simply wither away taxes the power
of my crystal ball.

Here are the most prominent of Trump’s
education proclamations:

Charter schools — Candidate Trump said he
would invest $20-billion in charter schools. This is
the centerpiece proposal, which I address below.

Scuttling the Reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (aka-

Clarification

A story last week about a benefit concert
for the Shriners, planned for September of
2017 in Albany, said locals will receive a
discount on tickets. Promoter Marc Clay said
that discount is only available until Valentine’s
Day; after that tickets will be full price. The
concert, which is specifically to benefit the Mt.
Sinai #3 Shriners, based in Montpelier, will
help a children’s hospital in Quebec and two
in Massachusetts.
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NCLB) — With much fanfare, the long-delayed,
bipartisan reauthorization of the flagship federal
education law took place last year. The new
implementation rules were approved in
November, but will the Trump administration
pull these agreements and start over? Will
funding be slashed? Since these rules were a
year in the making, any new balancing of
compromises would be slow.

The elimination of the Department of
Education — Trump has called for the
elimination of the federal education agency,
which elicits a good deal of applause. Yet, to
implement his plans, he will need a department
to get them done. With members of both houses
and both parties calling for greater state
authority, expect the federal footprint to shrink.

Common Core curriculum — Trump has
called the Common Core a disaster and secretary-
designee DeVos concurs. Driven by
Congressional objections to “federal over-reach,”
curriculum initiatives will likely wane. And since
the $20-billion for charter schools will have to be
found by cutting other programs, expect Common
Core and programs without strong constituencies
to be on the block.

Secretary of Education designee — In the
nomination of Betsy DeVos as Secretary of
Education, we see the elevation of a person with
great wealth, considerable political skills, deep
religious convictions, and a reputation as a pit
bull for advancing charter schools. She is a
lobbyist, a former state chair of the Republican
Party, and a philanthropist, who has contributed
$1.2-billion to privatizing education, Christian
organizations, and conservative think tanks.

As the nation’s chief executive officer for
public schools, she has no credentials whatsoever.
She has never attended a public school, has no
academic background in the field, her children
have never attended a public school, and she has
never held a position in a school district.
Appointing a cabinet officer with no relevant
training or experience to the nation’s top job in
the field has stunned prominent educators.

She and her husband are credited with being
the driving force behind Michigan’s charter school
law. They have also been tagged with the poor
performance of these same schools. The New
York Times said deVos, “is partly responsible for

The Soldier

by Lucy J. Lahue

No tree in the window,

No lights shining bright,

No gifts to wrap;

Or cards to mail,

Homeless for the holidays —
On the road, night after night,
Thru the snow, falling soft,
One star twinkling above,
Brings to mind a memory
Of home, family and love.
Before I became a soldier,
Before I learned to fight,
Alone and homeless

I am a veteran and

Alone I walk,

Remember me.

Chronicle office
hours

We are open for business:

Monday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wednesday, closed.

Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Come by our office located on Water Street in
Barton or phone us at (802) 525-3531.

what even charter [school] advocates acknowledge
is the biggest school reform disaster in the
country.” The Times also reports she has steered
money away from public schools. She has spoken
plainly about increasing the role of Christianity
in the public schools (which raises substantial
constitutional problems).

Charter schools — As Trump has said he
wants to invest $20-billion in charter schools,
what do we know about these schools? They are
the most prominent type of private school and
have been authorized in 40 states. There is a
massive independent body of research with a
strong consensus across different perspectives.
While individual studies can be found supporting
any point of view, the overall knowledge base
tells us that, on average:

Charters perform no better or worse than
traditional public schools;

They have a reported high level of fraud and
mismanagement,

They dilute public investment in education by
siphoning off funds to run a parallel system; and

They segregate students and society.

Despite claims of innovation, charters employ
the same methods and thus, the results are
similar. Fraud and mismanagement is
concentrated among charter chains. In terms of
diluting resources, Trump has said he would take
the $20-billion from other programs. To put this
in perspective, the federal appropriation for needy
children (Title I) is $15-billion and another $13-
billion is set aside for special education. This
would have a devastating effect on other
programs and is a reverse Robin Hood strategy.

From the perspective of a democratic society,
the greatest danger is in segregative effects.
More affluent parents may put their personal
funds with government funds to attend a more
prestigious school. This is not an option available
to less wealthy parents. The research on
selection effects is that schools segregate by
economic level and by race. This raises
Constitutional issues.

Will any of these things get done?
Paradoxically, there is a chance that relatively
little will get done. Republicans are on record as
wanting to cut federal influence over education
and return educational issues to the states.
They are also on record as wanting to control or
reduce federal spending. Charter popularity
may be waning as Massachusetts voters just
sank a charter expansion bill on a 2-1 vote.
Georgians just defeated a state takeover bill.
Politically, advocates for the handicapped and
the needy will make their voices heard. Then
there is the one constant — the federal
government has always underfunded education.
But what will actually happen? Everyone’s
crystal ball is murky.

William J. Mathis is the managing director
of the National Education Policy Center. The
views expressed here are his own and do not
reflect the opinion of any group with which he is
associated.
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Snow on

High Low  Prec. Snow Ground

T 12/6 28 17 0.24” 5.10” 7.00”

W 12/7 32 19 0.08” 1.20” 7.10”

Th 12/8 31 24 0.05” 0.30” 5.60”

F 12/9 31 19 0.22” 4.60” 8.00”

S 12/10 22 10 0.04” 1.20” 7.00”

S 12/11 18 0 T 0.10” 6.00”

M 12/12 21 -1 0.41” 4.80” 11.00”
|

T = Trace

High and low temperatures, precipitation,
snowfall, and snow depth are for 24-hour period
ending 7 a.m. of the day listed.

Site is in Sutton, elevation 1,500 feet.
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Consolidated Communications to buy FairPoint

by Joseph Gresser

Nine years after FairPoint Communications
replaced Verizon as the main provider of
telephone services in northern New England, the
company says it will be bought by Consolidated
Communications of Mattoon, Illinois.

The two companies announced the $1.5-billion
sale in a joint press release issued December 5.
The sale price, which takes into account $880-
million of FairPoint’s debt that Consolidated will
assume, 1s far below the $2.7-billion FairPoint
paid for the business in 2007.

That may reflect the steep decline in the
number of people using FairPoint landlines for
their phone service. According to James Porter,
director of the Telecommunications and
Connectivity Division of the state Department of
Public Service (DPS), FairPoint has only one-third
the number of residential customers it had when
it arrived in Vermont.

He attributed some of that loss to a trend
toward cell phones seen across the country.
Fairpoint, though, has seen deeper drops in its
customer base than other companies, Mr. Porter
said.

One reason for the sharp decline is the badly
managed switchover from Verizon’s network
system to one built for FairPoint, he said.
Another is Comcast Communication’s aggressive
effort to persuade FairPoint customers to buy
Internet and television packages that also include
phone service.

In a conference call with investors, held the
day of the announcement, Consolidated executives
said the sale will expand the amount of fiber optic
lines the company now owns from 14,000 miles to
21,000 miles and double the company’s revenues.

Company officials said FairPoint’s acquisition
will add 377,000 voice connections and 325,000
data and Internet connections to its portfolio.

Consolidated currently serves areas in the
central U.S. with outposts in the Southeast,
California, and Washington State. With
FairPoint’s territory added, it will have customers
in 21 states.

The new company has no operations in the
New England area, so it will likely need to keep
on the current FairPoint workforce, as FairPoint
continued to employee former Verizon workers
when it took over operations in Maine, New
Hampshire, and Vermont.

Mike Spillane, the business manager for Local
2326 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers IBEW) said Consolidated has indicated
it 1s looking forward to working with his union
when it takes over.

The sale will involve no transfer of cash.
FairPoint stockholders will receive shares of
Consolidated stock in exchange for the FairPoint
shares. The exchange is designed to give FairPoint
shareholders a premium, meaning they will own
more of the new company than the cash value of
their holdings would purchase at current prices.

Consolidated officials said they expect to see
savings of $55-million as they combine the two
organizations. The economies will come from
eliminating executive positions, and eliminating
duplication in technology.

In the past few years Consolidated has bought
out three other telecommunications companies
and, according to Consolidated, met or exceeded
their targets for savings as they absorbed them.

For the sale to take effect, Consolidated must
get approval from regulatory agencies in Maine,
New Hampshire, and Vermont. Mr. Porter said
he thinks the schedule for finalizing the sale
outlined in the companies’ press release is very
optimistic, especially as Consolidated has yet to
file a request for approval with the Vermont
Public Service Board (PSB).

Mr. Porter said Consolidated has not
communicated with his agency either. He
predicted a thorough review of the sale and said
the DPS will take a careful look at the capacity of
the new company to run the phone service before
making any recommendations.

One issue it will not consider is whether to
have Consolidated run the state’s E-911 service.
Currently that is operated by FairPoint, which
has a contract with the state E-911 Board.

There have been several reports of outages
over the past year or so, and complaints about
FairPoint’s ability to properly run the system.

Mr. Spillane said he is “cautiously optimistic,
about the prospect of new ownership of the
company. He expressed some concerns about
Consolidated’s plans for residential customers,
noting that all of its public statements have
focused on its corporate business.

Mr. Spillane said he would like to see
Consolidated announce a “signature product” to
boost its appeal to consumers. He criticized
FairPoint for not giving consumers a reason to
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keep their landline connections.

He said word from union members currently
working for Consolidated has generally been
positive. The same cannot be said for relations
between FairPoint and IBEW members. Workers
went out on strike in 2014 and stayed off the job
for four months.

Mr. Spillane said workforce cuts have
jeopardized the company’s ability to deal with a
harsh winter storm and put stress on workers who
are putting in more hours on the job than they
might prefer.

He acknowledged that his members are
making good money, but said it comes at the
expense of family time and rest.

“What used to be a career is now just a job,”
Mr. Spillane said comparing life under Verizon to
present working conditions.

He said he and his colleagues from Maine and
New Hampshire expect to meet with officials from
Consolidated in the next few weeks.

During hearings on the sale of Verizon
systems to FairPoint, the economist hired by the
IBEW predicted many of the pitfalls in the
proposed deal, including FairPoint’s bankruptcy
just a few years after the sale was approved. Mr.
Spillane said the company plans to hire the same
economist to examine the present sale.

There may not be as much to look at in this
transaction as there was in the sale to FairPoint
nine years ago. That sale was structured as what
is known as a reverse Morris trust, a tax
avoidance strategy involving the sale of an asset
to a company that is much smaller than the
property it is buying.

State regulators spent much time considering
whether FairPoint had the capacity to take on the
challenge of operating a phone system that was
several times larger than it had been accustomed
to running.

While Consolidated is somewhat smaller than
FairPoint, the disparity is nowhere as large as it
was in the Verizon sale.

Another issue in the earlier FairPoint sale
was the company’s ability to switch the northern
New England systems from Verizon’s system to a
new, custom-built one without major disruptions.

Despite FairPoint’s assurances, the cutover, as
it was called, was generally considered a disaster.
Because Consolidated is buying all of FairPoint’s
systems, there should be no need for a similar
cutover, Mr. Porter said.
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Barton Village Trustees

Level funded budgets expected

by Joseph Gresser

BARTON — The Barton Village Trustees
anticipate level-funded budgets for the village
and its water and sewer systems in 2017. The
electric department budget will take more work
before it is in shape, they acknowledged.

At their regular meeting Monday night, they
and Evan Riordan, who manages the Barton
Electric Department, began looking at possible
ways to eliminate an expected $154,000 shortfall.
Mr. Riordan said that represents about 5 percent
of his department’s overall budget.

Some of the cuts may come from changes in
staffing levels or work hours, Mr. Riordan
suggested, although such changes won’t be
enough to fill the projected budget hole.

The village will have to discuss any proposed
changes with the employees’ union, Mr. Riordan
said.

Trustee Nate Sicard, who chairs the board,
said he is loath to ask the Public Service Board
(PSB) for a rate increase next year. Customers
saw a bump in their electric rates this year, and
Mr. Sicard said he would prefer raising prices
every other year.

Trustee Justin Barton-Caplin suggested the
problem should get better as the department pays
off the bonds it has used for various capital
projects. Trustee Cathy Swain put an end to that
happy thought by reading out a list of expiration
dates, none of which is imminent and the farthest
of which is scheduled for 2050.
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She suggested trying to cut 5 percent from
each of the department’s budget lines.

Barton’s electric department has been a
source of trouble since the trustees discovered two
years ago that bond money meant to pay for a
transmission line upgrade had been used to cover
a variety of other village expenses. An audit
found that the village had used some of the
money to pay for company operations and should,
instead, have raised rates.

Mr. Riordan was hired to help put the
department on an even keel, and he told the
trustees of his plans to institute job safety
training. A record of losses caused the Vermont
League of Cities and Town’s Property and
Casualty Intermunicipal Fund to stop insuring
the department, Mr. Riordan said.

Mr. Barton-Caplin was pleased to hear of
those efforts and suggested that training be noted
in employees’ employment records.

Mr. Riordan also said he is undertaking a
systematic check of the department’s lines and
equipment to make sure everything is in good
operating order.

In other business, Mr. Barton-Caplin asked if
the trustees intend to change the way the village
raises funds to repay the capital costs of its water
and sewer lines. The village issued general
obligation bonds to pay for the cost of laying lines
and should tax all residents to repay them.

The lines do not extend to all parts of the
village, Mr. Sicard noted, so the village has
always excluded from that portion of the tax
those who are not served by the lines.

While it has been village policy to tax those
who have access to lines but chose not to connect,
it seems unfair to charge people who cannot make
use of the amenity, he said.

Mr. Barton-Caplin said that way of doing
business might look fair, but it does not accord
with the requirements of a general obligation bond.
It also does not deal with people who are served by
the lines but whose homes are outside the village.
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Those people now pay a service charge, he
said.

Mr. Sicard suggested the question ought to be
put to voters at the Barton Village Annual
Meeting in March.

Someone will have to serve as moderator for
that meeting, but there is no incumbent, and no
obvious candidate, the trustees said. They
considered putting out word that the job is open
in hopes of finding someone interested in taking
on the job. An alternative is asking the village
lawyer to steer the meeting.

Jason Sicard, of J.P. Sicard Construction,
asked the trustees to write a letter of support for
his company’s proposal to start construction on
two village bridges earlier than originally
scheduled.

Jason Sicard said he would like to start work
on the Glover Street Bridge this winter. He
spoke with the school bus company and heard
that the change in its route will not create a
serious problem.

Workers will have to put up a walkway for
children who go to school on foot, Jason Sicard
said. He said he would also like to get started on
preparatory work on the Roaring Brook Road
bridge in February or March.

The trustees had no problem with Jason
Sicard’s ideas, and Nate Sicard said he would
write a letter of support to the state Agency of
Transportation, which has final approval on
projects affecting state highways.

Ms. Swain got approval for her proposal for a
Memorial Building Advisory Committee. Ms.
Swain has volunteered to chair the board and
hopes to hear from representatives of community
groups that use the building and are interested in
discussing ways to upgrade its facilities.

Mr. Barton-Caplin suggested that Ms. Swain
might want to distribute a questionnaire to those
attending the Vermont Vaudeville performance
on February 1.
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Hunger is a

by Elizabeth Trail

BARTON — There are a lot of
reasons that seniors don’t eat well,
panelists concluded during the
quarterly meeting of the Hunger
Council of the Northeast Kingdom,
held Friday at the Barton Memorial
Building.

People who live alone may not
feel motivated to cook balanced
meals just for themselves.

Physical limitations like vision
and coordination can make simple
tasks like chopping vegetables a
challenge.

As driving becomes more
difficult with age, it gets harder and
harder for older people to go out
shopping or get to senior meal
centers.

People who only drive rarely
may choose boxed and canned foods
that store for a long time, instead of
fresh foods that spoil.

And a lot of older people are
“food insecure” —that is, they don’t
have enough money to buy good
quality food, or they have to make
choices between buying food and
paying other bills.

“Seniors are the fastest growing
population,” said Jeff Pierpont of
Passumpsic Savings Bank. “And a
growing percentage of older people
are facing food insecurity.”

The effects of not paying rent or
the electric bill can be immediate

reality for many NEK seniors

and serious, he said.

So a lot of people in that
situation scrimp on food — eating
less, or getting by on cheaper foods
like rice and pasta.

“I can’t emphasize enough that
we're seeing a lot of hunger,” said
Lallie Mambourg of the Northeast
Kingdom Council on Aging.

As many as one in five Vermont
adults face food insecurity. But
people between ages 40 and 59 have
a much higher rate, said Kelly
Stoddard-Poor of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP)-Vermont.

Some are disabled but not yet
eligible for Social Security or
retirement benefits, Ms. Stoddard-
Poor said. And some find
themselves raising grandchildren on
limited incomes, and go hungry
themselves in order to feed the
children.

“Seniors are the only population
for which food insecurity is
increasing,” said Drake Turner,
Hunger Free Vermont’s adult
initiatives manager.

Despite a generous state
approach to the federal SNAP food
assistance program called
3SquaresVT, seniors are under-
represented, Ms. Turner said.

First there’s the stigma. And
then there’s a lack of information.

Some seniors are stymied by
transportation and mobility

problems that make it hard to get to
the store to use their 3SquaresVT
benefits.

Others are confounded by the
technology of how to sign up online.
There is help filling out the
forms from the Northeast Kingdom
Council on Aging, but once someone
gets signed up, the paperwork to

keep benefits is pretty much
nonstop.

“To get more than the basic
benefit is tons of paperwork,” said
Meg Burmeister of the Council on
Aging. “It’s constant.”

Letters are full of jargon, she
said.

“And people get a letter on
Saturday saying they had an
appointment on Friday to renew
their eligibility.”

Dixie Burns of Vermont 2-1-1
sees another problem.

There are a lot of seniors who,
for financial reasons, safety, or just
for companionship, are living with
people they aren’t related to.

Food assistance applications
may ask questions about pooled
household income that they haven’t
reported elsewhere on their taxes,
Ms. Burns said. And that can be a
barrier to signing up for
3SquaresVT.

The requirements for food stamp
eligibility are federal, said state
Senator Jane Kitchel. “There are
just so many issues.”

“Still, 3Squares is the only
program we have that expands
based on need,” Ms. Turner said.

Other programs find their
budgets stretched thinner and
thinner as additional people ask for
their services. And they could be
facing cuts under the new Congress
and administration.

“We're going to have an
interesting four years as far as
protecting social services,” Ms.
Turner said.

All of this is important because
most chronic disease is related to
lifestyle, said Colleen Moore de
Ortiz, a public health nurse with the
Vermont Department of Health.

Half of all deaths in Vermont
are caused by four diseases —
diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease, and cancer.

That’s according to the Vermont
Department of Health’s 3-4-50
educational program, which lays it
on the line about how people can
avoid death from chronic diseases.

Most of those diseases are
related in some way to three
lifestyle habits — not eating at least
five servings of fruits and vegetables
a day; not getting daily exercise;
and smoking.

The good news is that older
Vermonters smoke less and drink
fewer sugar-sweetened beverages
than other age groups.

(Continued on page eight.)
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Orleans County

(Continued from page seven.)

They’re only a little worse than other adults
about eating fresh foods and getting enough
exercise.

But more older people are overweight or
obese. And many are living with chronic disease.
“Orleans County has the dubious honor of
being the unhealthiest county in the state,” Ms.

Moore de Ortiz said.

The question before the 30 or so professionals
who filled a u-shaped group of tables at the
Hunger Council meeting was: How can the
situation be improved so that seniors have access
to not only enough food, but better quality food?

Hunger should be treated as a vital sign when
people see their primary care providers, Ms.
Moore de Ortiz said.

Doctors can help overcome the stigma of
getting food assistance by handling it as a
medical issue, she said.

And in the same vein, bringing food
distribution into hospitals takes away a lot of the
stigma.

There’s a very popular food program at
Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital (NVRH)
in St. Johnsbury called Veggie Van Go.

The program combines handing out
vegetables with food education and cooking tips.

“It’s fun, it’s easy, it’s on RCT (Rural
Community Transport),” Laurel Ruggles of NVRH
said. “And it’s open to all, no screening.”

Community dining is another solution, Ms.
Mambourg said.

That’s officialese for eating at senior meal
sites. There’s a suggested donation of $3 to $3.50
per meal, but people who can’t afford that can eat
free.

1s now the unhealthiest in state

There are 13 meal sites where seniors can go
for nutritious low cost meals in the Northeast
Kingdom, Ms. Mambourg said. Some of the
kitchens also cook for Meals on Wheels. And
there are three other providers that only prepare
Meals on Wheels.

Seniors who are able to get to the various
sites can find meals and companionship five days
a week, she said.

If people have less
money to spend on food,
local stores feel the
effects as well.

Altogether, the Council on Aging oversaw
183,000 meals last year, Ms. Mambourg said.
About 4,300 of those were served in community
dining rooms; the rest were delivered to homes
through Meals on Wheels.

“We're trying to find out how many people
can’t make it to a community dining room,” Ms.
Mambourg said.

There’s the driving issue, of course. Some
senior meal centers sporadically offer rides, but
that depends on having volunteers who
themselves can drive safely.

RCT will pick up seniors and take them to
meal centers, but people with mobility issues
may fear navigating on ice even from their own
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doors to a waiting bus.

And transport time with RCT can make
getting to and from a senior meal site for lunch a
three- or four-hour proposition.

But for those who depend on having food
brought to their doors, funding cuts threaten to
reduce the number of days a week that some of
the Meals on Wheels programs will be able to
offer meals, Ms. Mambourg said.

And that leaves some seniors in a precarious
situation.

To help provide a buffer, Passumpsic Savings
Bank will be providing 457 emergency boxes for
seniors who depend on Meals on Wheels. Seniors
can store the boxes away so they can be sure of
having food in case snow and ice make deliveries
impossible this winter.

Funding cuts that reduce social services may
affect more than the people who depend on
agencies for help, said Jane Edwards of Upper
Kingdom Food Access.

If people have less money to spend on food,
stores feel the effects as well.

“If those programs are cut, a lot of retailers
will suffer,” she said.

“Economic stimulus isn’t just for poor people,”
Ms. Turner agreed.

In Orleans County, small stores are already
worried about the effect that the new Walmart is
going to have on their business, Ms. Moore de
Ortiz said.

The Walmart in Woodsville, New Hampshire,
closed the walkable local food market within a
year, Ms. Edwards said.

“We're talking to Vista Market in Newport
about providing food delivery,” Ms. Burmeister said.

(Continued on page nine.)
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Some seniors like the freedom at McDonald’s

(Continued from page eight.)

That would give Vista a niche that Walmart
couldn’t move in on, she said. The White Market
in St. Johnsbury already delivers.

So does the White Market in Lyndonville, but
they don’t want to continue, said Gary Chester
from Support and Services at Home (SASH.)

Mr. Chester suggested that the Council on
Aging might want to find out what had soured
the White Market on delivery in Lyndonville as
the first step toward figuring out how to make it
work in other places.

“There are home food delivery providers all
around the state,” Dixie Burns said. “What you
can’t remove from the equation in the NEK is
that until you can get people to live closer
together, the cost is going to be prohibitive.”

The church basement atmosphere of most
senior meal sites is a drawback for attracting
seniors, Ms. Kitchel said.

She’d been reading an article on why a lot of
seniors like to get together for breakfast or lunch
at McDonalds.

The food is inexpensive, people can make
their own choices, and they have a bright, sunny
place to meet with their friends, she said.

“A lot of people don’t want to eat day after
day in the basement of a church.”

It could be that senior meal planning may
eventually move in the direction of handing out
vouchers that seniors could use at restaurants
and coffee shops instead, she said.

Food pantries are another thorny issue.
Although there are efforts afoot to get more fresh
food and produce into the food pantry, most of the
offerings are bread, cereal, pasta, and rice, along

with sauces and sometimes canned vegetables,
which are often high in salt.

Part of what food pantries have depends on
what stores have extra and choose to donate.

“It’s a combination of what’s donated, so
there’s great variability,” Susan Ohlidal said.

Then there’s the Fruit Loops debate, which
centers around whether food pantries should
hand out healthy food or the food people want,
Jenna Banning said.

Then there’s the Fruit
Loops debate, which
centers around whether
food pantries should
hand out healthy food or
the food people want.

Food pantries have issues with storage space,
and often don’t have freezer and refrigerator space
to keep fresh and frozen food, Ms. Ohlidal said.

And there may be an unintended consequence
of Act 148, Vermont’s Universal Recycling and
Composting Law, which will ban food from the
landfill within a few years.

Stores may try to lower their costs for food
disposal by sending more low-quality food to the
food banks.

“When are food banks food dumps?”’ Ms.
Banning asked.

It’s going to be important for food banks to set
up relationships with stores so that they are in
line for higher quality donations, including fresh
foods.

“But to do that, food banks will need freezer
capacity,” she said.

On top of that, there were reports from
around the room of people getting food from food
pantries that doesn’t work with their allergies or
medical needs.

Although people fill out that information on
their original applications, there is seldom any
way for food pantries to refer to the applications
as they hand out boxes.

Allowing people to “shop” for foods they can or
want to eat as they fill their own boxes usually
doesn’t work because of tight space in food
pantries’ storage facilities.

But at least one food pantry in St. Johnsbury
now lets people make food choices from a list on
the wall. And 3Squares benefits can be used at
farmers markets around the state.

Food pantries were never meant to provide
long-term nutrition, Ms. Turner said. They were
meant to see people through emergencies.

But the growing reality is that for many
seniors — and others, especially in the Northeast
Kingdom — depending on some type of food
assistance is the only way to make budgets
stretch to cover food.

Contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com
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In Superior Court

Participant in meth ring gets three to six years

by Paul Lefebvre and Brad Usatch

NEWPORT — A minor player in a Newport
methamphetamine ring that was active from
April 1 to June 14 pled guilty here last week in
Orleans County Superior Court.

In a case resolved through a plea agreement,
Cory Carpenter Jr., 35, of Newport pled guilty to
a felony charge of conspiring to sell a regulated
drug and guilty to two charges of reckless
endangerment and possessing a narcotic, each a
misdemeanor.

As part of the negotiated deal, Mr. Carpenter
will serve a three-to-six-year jail sentence, which
will run concurrently with one he is presently
serving. According to court records, Mr.
Carpenter is presently serving a sentence of one
to three years.

As a result of the conviction, his minimum
time in jail will increase from one year to three
years. In approving the sentence
recommendation, Judge Howard VanBenthuysen
gave Mr. Carpenter credit for time served.

In exchange for the pleas, the state dismissed
two other related felony drug charges of
conspiracy.

On the felony conviction, Detective Aaron
Lefebvre, a Newport officer assigned to the
Vermont Drug Task Force, said in his affidavit
that police began an investigation in May of
distribution of methamphetamine in Orleans
County.

At some point during the investigation, police
learned from an informer that Mr. Carpenter
participated in buying a jug of lantern fuel and
used it in the manufacture of methamphetamine,
also known as meth.

According to the affidavit, a Rite Aid reward
card assigned to Mr. Carpenter was used on May
12 to purchase a “cold pack” product containing

ammonium nitrate, also used in the production of
meth.

Mr. Carpenter was also convicted of recklessly
endangering others by aiding in the volatile
production of a drug like meth, which is
combustible.

Edward Kane, 23, of Derby Lane pled no
contest to an amended charge of domestic assault
and received a one-year deferred sentence.

The charge arose out of a Derby Line
altercation on February 7, which remained
puzzling to both the prosecution and defense.

In defending the amended charge, which had
originally had been brought as a felony, State’s
Attorney Jennifer Barrett told the court that the
facts surrounding the case are still unsettled.

When State Police Trooper Steven Fauteux
responded to a disturbance at a Derby Line
residence, a woman accused the defendant of
strangling her, according to his affidavit.

But later the woman recanted, according to
the prosecutor, who in court last week suggested
there might have been mental health issues
involved.

Defense attorney Joe Benning told the court
that when police arrived, his client was pacing
back and forth and there was no evidence of
physical contact at the scene. Mr. Benning
noticed further that the woman had been involved
in a prior abusive relationship with another man.

Once satisfied that Mr. Kane understood and
accepted the terms of the plea agreement, Judge
VanBenthuysen approved the deferred sentence,
which includes a condition to participate in
mental health treatment.

Seth Hoag, 33, of Westmore pled innocent to
felony and misdemeanor charges of domestic
assault.

The court ordered him to post a $25,000
surety bond and ordered him to refrain from

Antiques
Bought &
Sold

RE-OPENING ON DEC. 14TH!
Brand new look and new inventory. Stop in and
browse. Unique Christmas gifts for everyone!

486 VT Route 242 Clemence Leblond 802-598-1482
Jay, VT 05859 www.VermontAntiques.net

To

To all my friencfs and acquainmnces,
this is a wish for all cf you to have a
very Merry Christmas and a ’Héa[tﬁy &

ﬂ-[ayyy ew Year. Joe F. Queenin

drinking or using or possessing firearms while
the charges are pending.

Trooper Fauteux said in his affidavit that Mr.
Hoag was cited after police were called to a
Westmore residence on December 3 to investigate
an altercation.

A woman interviewed by police allegedly
accused the defendant of trying strangle her,
using both hands. She also accused the
defendant, the affidavit continues, of pointing a
handgun at her and threatening to kill her during
an earlier fight, dating roughly a year ago.

According to the affidavit, the altercation
grew out of argument over the defendant’s use of
alcohol.

Kerissa Allen, 23, of Barton pled no contest to
a felony charge of delivery of drugs in a detention
center and will pay a $1,000 fine and $297 in
surcharges. A companion misdemeanor charge of
transportation of drugs into a detention center
was dismissed by the state.

Detective Sergeant Darren Annis of the
Vermont State Police stated in his affidavit that
he was alerted by security personnel at the
Northern State Correctional Facility in Newport
that during a visit on April 4, 2015, they
witnessed Ms. Allen trying to smuggle “two small
slugs” to her husband, who was housed at the
facility. Each slug contained two small orange
strips of paper, which later tested positive for
buprenorphine.

Among those defendants pleading innocent to
misdemeanor charges were:

Bryan White, 29, of Newport to domestic
assault on December 4 in Newport;

Alana Koloski, 21, of Derby Line to domestic
assault on December 5 in Derby Line; and

Mark Lovejoy, 37, of Orleans to two charges
of violating conditions of release on November 12
in Derby and December 5 in Coventry.
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In Superior Court

Newport woman charged with possession of heroin

by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Police say a Newport woman
allowed them to search her car on three separate
occasions, and each time they looked they found
heroin.

Laura L. Brasseur, 29, appeared in the
Criminal Division of Orleans County Superior
Court Tuesday and pled innocent to three charges
of possession of heroin, one of them a felony.

Judge Howard VanBenthuysen released Ms.
Brasseur on conditions.

An affidavit from State Police Trooper Callie
Field says that on December 26, 2015, Border

Patrol Agent John Marquissee was parked in a U-

turn area on Interstate 91 in Derby. He saw Ms.
Brasseur drive south in Derby and a few minutes
later head back the other way.

He said his suspicions were aroused further
when he saw her try to hide her face as she
passed his car. She made a quick turn off the
Interstate and onto the Access Road headed
toward Newport.

Agent Marquissee followed and saw Ms.
Brasseur make a sudden turn onto Citizens Road,
cutting off an oncoming driver in the process. He
said a passenger in the car repeatedly turned
around to watch him as he followed.

Agent Marquissee pulled Ms. Brasseur over
on the Crawford Road. He asked her to tell him
the route she took to get there and got an answer
that did not match his observation.

He checked her license and registration and
told Ms. Brasseur she was free to go. Before she
did, he again asked her where she had been.

Her answer differed from her earlier story,
Agent Marquissee said. He asked if there were
narcotics in her car and requested permission to
conduct a search of the vehicle, he said.

Ms. Brasseur consented, Agent Marquissee
said. As the passenger got out of the car, Agent
Marquissee noticed he had a knife clipped to his
pocket. He patted the man down and felt other
objects in the pocket. They turned out to be
hypodermic syringes and a bag of marijuana,
Agent Marquissee said.

The agent says he asked for and got
permission to put Sem, his drug sniffing dog, into
the car. The dog signaled that he had found
something near the car’s glove compartment and
under the driver’s seat, he said.

A search turned up a wallet containing Ms.
Brasseur’s driver’s license and five bags of heroin,
Agent Marquissee said.

He called for help from the State Police and
Trooper Field arrived and cited Ms. Brasseur and
her passenger for possession of a controlled
substance.

On September 1 Newport Police received a
report of a car stopped at the intersection of
Eastern Avenue and Coventry Street with a
woman passed out behind the wheel. The caller
had to knock on the window of the car to get the
woman’s attention. She woke and pulled away
from the stop sign.

Patrolman Nicholas Rivers soon found the
car, still running, with two people passed out in
the front seat.

Ms. Brasseur was in the driver’s seat.
Patrolman Rivers said he saw fresh needle marks
on her hands and asked if she had drugs in her
car.

She allegedly said she had stopped using
drugs and didn’t think there was any heroin in
the car. Newport Police Sergeant Travis
Bingham walked his dog around the car. The dog
signaled the presence of drugs, Patrolman Rivers
said.
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Ms. Brasseur gave permission for a search of
the car, which turned up 36 bags of heroin,
according to the affidavit.

Newport Patrolman Corey Marcoux said in a
third affidavit that he was sent to Waterfront
Plaza on September 27 to check out a report of a
woman in a blue pickup truck who appeared to be
suffering a drug overdose.

When he walked up to the pickup, Ms.
Brasseur sat up and said she had been sleeping.
Patrolman Marcoux asked Ms. Brasseur if she
had any heroin in the truck and she said no.

He said Ms. Brasseur allowed him to search
her purse and handbags, where he found nearly
200 empty heroin bags, 16 of which contained
drug residue.

(Continued on page twelve.)
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Happy
Birthday

to the following people!

Rhonda Flynn, Newport, Dec. 15 (ﬁ
Maia Young, West Glover, Dec. 15 ; J
Chris Greenwood, Swanton, Dec. 15 é

Scott Greenwood, Arlington, VA, Dec. 16
Bernard Brasseur, Cornish, NH, Dec. 17
Anita Perkins, Newport, Dec. 17

Susan Squires, Glover, Dec. 18

Zoé& Young, West Glover, Dec. 18
Bethany Dunbar, West Glover, Dec. 18 x4
Darrin Tournea, Dec. 19
Cindy Royer, Barton, Dec. 19
Kim Haley, Derby, Dec. 21
Robert Reed, Orleans, Dec. 21 Al
Paul Tetreault, North Troy, Dec. 21
Floyd Kelley, Newport, Dec. 21

Lise LaClair, Barton, Dec. 21 o
Tom McCarthy, Ludlow, MA, Dec. 23 wo
David Sargent, Newport, Dec. 23

Bob Quirion, Dec. 24
David Gray, Morgan, Dec. 24 N

/
/

Submit birthdays online at

bartonchronicle.com/birthdays
or e-mail them to ads@bartonchronicle.com, fax them to
802-525-3200, or mail them to the Chronicle, ATTN: Birthdays,
P.0. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822. (No phone calls, please.)
Please include their name, birthday (no year), town of residence.

Names are submitted by your family and friends, but if you'd like your name removed
or your town changed, please let us know.
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Florida woman charged with vandalism

(Continued from page eleven.)

A Coventry man woke up on July 3 to find his
pickup had been vandalized. Patrick Bailey
called the State Police, and Trooper Debra
Munson showed up to investigate.

Her affidavit said the back and front windows
of the truck were smashed and there were dents
and scratches on the body. Chunks of pavement
were lying on the lawn around the truck and
inside the body along with a bottle.

There is no paving near Mr. Bailey’s house,
and he was mystified about its origins.

He said he did not drink Mike’s Hard
Lemonade and did not know where the bottle had
come from.

On July 18 Mr. Bailey called police and said a
man he works with had approached him about
vandalism to his car. The man was under the
impression that Mr. Bailey was responsible for
the damage.

Mr. Bailey learned that Taylor Cote told the
man that he had damaged the man’s car.

A friend of Mr. Bailey’s spoke with Ms. Cote
about the vandalism, but was suspicious of her
statements.

She found a second friend who spoke with Ms.
Cote and, according to Trooper Munson, recorded
a conversation during which Ms. Cote admitted

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Here’s Your Retirement “To Do” List
Article 8- Dec. 12, 2016

At this time of year, your life is probably more hectic than
usual — so you may have assembled an impressive “to do” list. This
can be a helpful tool for organizing your activities in the near future
— but have you ever thought of developing a “to do” list for long-
term goals, such as a comfortable retirement? If not, you may want
to think about it — and here are a few list-worthy items to consider:

 Examine — and re-examine — your planned retirement age.
You may have long counted on retiring at a certain age, but are you
sure that this goal is the best one for your overall financial
situation? Think about it: If you like your job, and you stayed at it
for just a few more years, you could significantly boost the funds in
your 401(k) or other retirement plan, and you might even be able to
delay taking Social Security, which, in turn, would result in larger
monthly payments.

* Put a “price tag” on your retirement lifestyle. When you
retire, do you want to travel the world or stay at home pursuing
your hobbies? Will you truly retire from all types of work, or will
you do some consulting or take up part-time employment? Once
you know what your retirement lifestyle might look like, you can
better estimate your costs and expenses — and this knowledge will
help you determine how much you need to withdraw each year
from your various retirement accounts, such as your IRA, 401(k) or
other employer-based plan.

* Be aware of retirement plan withdrawal rules. 1t isn’t enough
just to recognize how much you need to withdraw from your
retirement plans — you also must know how much you must
withdraw. Once you turn 70 %5, you generally have to start taking
money out of your traditional IRA and 401(k). These required
minimum distributions, or RMDs, are based on your account
balance, age and other factors, but the key word to remember is
“required” — if you don’t withdraw the full amount of the RMD by
the applicable deadline, the amount not withdrawn can be taxed at a
50% rate.

* Review your health care situation. When you turn 65, you
will likely be eligible for Medicare, but you’ll want to become
familiar with what it does — and doesn’t — cover, so you can
establish an annual health care budget. And if you are planning to
retire early, which might mean losing your employer-sponsored
health insurance, you will need to be prepared for potentially large
out-of-pocket costs.

* Think about long-term care. One service that Medicare
doesn’t cover — or, at best, covers only minimally — is long-term
care. If you faced an extended stay in a nursing home, the costs
could be catastrophic. A financial professional may be able to help
you find a way to reduce this risk.

* Develop your estate plans. Estate planning can be complex,
involving many different documents — such as a will, a living trust,
power of attorney, etc. — so you’ll want to work with a legal
professional to ensure you’re making the right choices for yourself
and your family.

By checking off these items, one by one, your retirement “to
do” list will eventually get “done.” And when that happens, you
may find yourself pretty well prepared to enjoy life as a retiree.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisors, Jim Jarvis and Karen Ward.

Karen Ward
Financial Advisor

32B Community Drive
Newport, VT 05855
(Behind Kinney Drugs in Derby)
802-487-9937

Jim Jarvis
Financial Advisor

79 Coventry Street
Hood Building, Suite 2A
Newport, VT 05855
802-334-6261

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

vandalizing Mr. Bailey’s truck.

Trooper Munson said the truck sustained
about $1,017 in damages.

Ms. Cote, 19, who gave her address only as
Florida, was released on a $5,000 unsecured
appearance bond after pleading innocent to a
felony charge of unlawful mischief.

Deer baiting results in $600 fine

Alan P. Poirier, 58, of Westmore pled guilty to
baiting deer and was fined $600.

Game Warden Thomas Scott said a caller
phoned him at home on October 31 and said there
was deer bait in front of Mr. Poirier’s hunting
shack in Glover.

On November 5, the opening morning of
youth deer hunting weekend, Warden Scott and
Warden Jenna Reed found Mr. Poirier at the
shack along with a young hunter. About 35 yards
from the shack they saw a pile of about 50 red
apples although there were no apple trees in the
vicinity.

A motion activated game camera was

mounted on a tree and pointed toward the heap of
fruit.

New Jersey man nabbed for drugs at border

Joseph E. Stone, 49, of Mullica Hill, New
Jersey, pled guilty to misdemeanor charges of
possession of methamphetamine and possession
of a narcotic. He was fined $1,150.

Mr. Stone was pulled in for inspection when
he crossed into Vermont at the 191 port of entry
on July 28, says Trooper Calvin Burns’ affidavit.

He admitted having illegal drugs. Customs
officials found seven tenths of a gram of
methamphetamine and 29 OxyContin tablets.

Misdemeanor charge denied

Marshall Touron, 20, of Somerset,
Massachusetts, pled innocent to a misdemeanor
charge of possession of marijuana and was
released on conditions.

contact Joseph Gresser at
joseph@bartonchronicle.com

Brighton gets stormwater grant

The town of Brighton received a $348,545
grant through the Agency of Natural Resources’
Department of Environmental Conservation for a
stormwater retrofit to reduce the nutrients and
sediment washing into Island Pond and Lake
Memphremagog.

The town will make a 10 percent match
contribution.

Currently, three stormwater culverts in
Island Pond drain 6.5 acres of impervious area
and an area of concentrated overland flow that
contributes to gully erosion in the town pavilion
park.
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Three sub-watersheds in downtown Island
Pond and its town parks will receive upgraded
stormwater infrastructure, including a
constructed wetlands and rain garden on the
shoreline. The project will be completed in the
spring of 2017.

The project will reduce phosphorus loading to
the Lake Memphremagog watershed by an
estimated 4,088 pounds of sediment and 8.52
pounds of phosphorus.

The Ecosystem Restoration Program is
funded by the Agency of Natural Resources,
Department of Environmental Conservation. —
From the town of Brighton.
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Quiros sues his insurance company

by Joseph Gresser

Ariel Quiros is looking in a new direction for
the money to pay for his legal defense. He has
brought suit against an insurance company —
Ironshore Indemnity — saying it must cover the
cost of defending him from cases stemming from
alleged securities fraud connected with EB-5
projects.

Mr. Quiros’ lawyers billed him about $2-
million for their efforts defending him in six
different lawsuits. He expected the money to
come from the cash he raised by mortgaging one
of his two New York City condominiums.

All of Mr. Qurios’ assets were frozen by U.S.
District Court Judge Darrin Gayles when the
federal Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) filed charges of securities fraud against
him in April.

Mr. Quiros’ businesses and other property
were placed under receivership, and Michael
Goldberg was told to use the mortgage money to
pay Mr. Quiros’ living and legal expenses subject
to Judge Gayles’ approval.

The judge authorized payment of only $80,000
of the $2-million in legal bills.

In 2013 and 2015 Ironshore wrote liability
policies for companies owned by Mr. Quiros.
According to his suit, the first of those was issued
on July 7, 2013, to Qdevelopment, LL.C, which did
business as QResorts, Inc. That $10-million
policy ran through July 7, 2014.

A similar policy was issued on August 7,
2015, and ran through August 7, 2016.

According to the lawsuit, both policies covered
Mr. Quiros as a director of QResorts and
promised to pay the cost of legal defense,
including even when stemming from civil or
criminal or governmental proceedings against the
company or its directors.

Mr. Quiros claims that Ironshore refused to
pay for his defense in the case the SEC filed and
five other associated cases, including one filed in
Vermont court by state regulators.

He asked U.S. District Judge Marcia Cooke,
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who is hearing the case, for a declaratory
judgment. The case calls for speed, Mr. Quiros
argued, because his lawyers will stop working on
his behalf if they don’t get paid.

Mr. Quiros buttressed his argument for a
quick decision by saying he faces “financial ruin”
if his lawyers withdraw from the cases.

Mr. Quiros says he faces
“financial ruin” if his
lawyers withdraw
from the case.

If he loses his legal team and is forced to
settle, Mr. Quiros said, he could be required to
come up with nearly a billion dollars in damages.
He said he could also face substantial fines.

Ironshore has not yet responded to Mr.
Quiros’ complaint, so there is no word from the
company on why it decided to reject Mr. Quiros’
claim. His suit says the insurance company
turned him down “on various grounds none of
which is valid.”

In his filing, Mr. Quiros spoke of one reason
Ironshore cited in refusing to pay out under the
2015-2016 policy. He said the company said his
claim actually started when the SEC first
interviewed him and some of his business
associates in 2014.

On May 22, 2014, Mr. Quiros was summoned
to SEC’s Miami, Florida, office to give testimony
about his use of the federal EB-5 visa program to
finance projects sponsored by Jay Peak. He was
asked to return in September 2015 to continue
his testimony.

SEC officials said nothing about charging Mr.
Quiros at either of the two interviews, nor did
they at other such sessions involving Mr. Quiros’

I FAITH IN ACTION FREE FOOD SHARE I
|  Tuesday, December 20th, Lyndonville

Armory, from 12 to 2 p.m.
“Taking the Food to Where the People and Needs are”
Free Food Share distribution will take place at the
| Lyndonville Armory. Seniors and physically disabled

|
|
| |
|
| will be served first, beginning at noon. |
|
|
|
|
|

The work of the Vermont Foodbank undergirds
these distributions, and deserves everyone’s support.
With deep gratitude to the Vermont Foodbank, our

I NEK Office volunteers, and hundreds of local
] volunteers, who together provide the energy to make
this all happen.

For more information, please contact Faith in

1 Action NEK office, 802-626-1212, or the Main Office,
| 802-563-3322, between the hours of 9 to 3. |
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378 East Main St.,

business associates, which were carried out
around the same time as his testimony was
recorded.

Mr. Quiros said he does not agree with
Ironshore’s assessment. If it were to prove
correct, it would only mean the company ought to
pay his legal expenses based on the 2013-2014
policy.

On April 12, 2016, Mr. Quiros was charged
with violations of securities law both in federal
court and the Civil Division of Washington
County Superior Court in Vermont.

According to the charges, Mr. Quiros misused
around $200-million of the $350-million he raised
from 350 foreign investors to pay for his projects.
The SEC says he ignored agreements between his
companies and the investors that prohibited the
use of money for any purpose other than a specific
project.

Mr. Quiros is said to have combined funds in
an impermissible way and used investor money
as collateral for loans and lines of credit.
According to the SEC, he took more than $50-
million of investor cash for his personal use.

The EB-5 visa program was designed to
provide investment capital for projects in less
prosperous areas of the U.S. A foreign investor
who puts $500,000 into a new business that
creates or saves at least ten jobs per investor is
eligible to receive permanent resident status and
a path to U.S. citizenship.

Chronicle CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS
1. Give a raucous cry 27. Double in chemistry
7. Mentally ill 28. Clayton Kershaw plays here
10. Natural electrical 33. Overdose
phenomenon 34. Begrudged
12. Vessels 36. Consumed
13. Judge the worth of 37. A game of chance
something 38. A low platform
14. South Asian garments 39. Shelled and crushed coffee bean
15. Studied intensively 40. Dashes
16. District in Kazakhstan 41. Long lock of a woman’s hair
17. Beloved meal __and cheese ~ 44. Indicates silence in music
18. Ceases to live 45. Positively charged
19. Home to BYU 48. In bed
21. What thespians do 49. Cruciferous vegetable
22. Julianne Moore and Christina  50. Fuel
Hendricks are two 51. Kids’ ride
CLUES DOWN
1. Greenish-blue 24. Yellow fever mosquitos
2. Having sufficient skill, 25. Pepper or Oz
knowledge, etc. 26. Soviet Socialist Republic
3. Dirt 29. Tellurium
4. New Zealand mountain parrot 30. Pens are filled with it
5. Back muscle 31. Use this at dinner
6. Supplement with difficulty 32. Thin fibrous cartilage (pl.)
7. Kate and Rooney 35. When you were born
8. How Amazon identifies its 36. Oohed and __
products (abbr.) 38. Small freshwater fishes
9. Emirati island 40. Religion in China
10. Contended 41. Twitches
11. Pear-shaped fruit 42. Cape near Lisbon
12. Parks cars 43. Management software
14. Killing oneself 44. Game for kids %
17. Austrian river 45. Ed Murrow’s home g
18. Older brothers 46. They z
20. Home hemodialysis 47. Part of the foot g

23. One who is self-absorbed




Page Fourteen

the Chronicle, December 14, 2016

The Elks Lodge holds its annual hoop shoot

The annual Elks Hoop Shoot contest was held on November 18 at the North Country
Union High School gymnasium. The top three boy and girl finishers in each age
group will go on to compete at the district competition on Saturday, January 7, 2017,
at 10 a.m., also at the North Country gym. Winners at the district level will compete
at the state tournament in Barre for a chance to attend the national competition in
Chicago. Pictured above are the eight- and nine-year-old winners, from left to right:
Bronson Smith, Irasburg Village School, third place; Bryce McCormick, Coventry
Village School, second place; Malachi Beckwith, Coventry Village School, first place;
Sadie Bowman, Coventry Village School, first place; Brooke Therrien, Newport Town
School, second place; Olivia Poutre, Irasburg Village School, third place. In back is
Steve Edgerley, Newport Lodge #2155 hoops shoot chairman.

Photos courtesy of Ann Edgerley

VSO concert in Newport on
December 16

The Vermont Symphony
Orchestra’s Brass Quintet and the
vocal ensemble Counterpoint under
the direction of Nathaniel G. Lew
will present a concert at the United
Church of Newport, 63 Third Street,
Newport, on Friday, December 16,
at 7:30 pm.

The program includes
arrangements of traditional and

modern carols and holiday music. A
singalong, and a brand-new student
composition round out the
performance.

Tickets are available online
at vso.org or at the MAC Center for
the Arts on Main Street in Newport.
Kids age 18 and under are free. —
from the Vermont Symphony
Orchestra.

A BLIZZARD OF
SAVINGS IN VERMONT

SAVE UP TO $1,800 WITH THE
VERMONT STOVE CHANGE-OUT PROGRAM.

For a limited time only, replace your non-certified wood or pellet stove
with an EPA-certified product and save big! To learn more, isit

Large Meatball Sub
Italian Sausage Sub w/fries
Soup & 1/2 Sandwich

8-0z. Sirloin potato

N

T%e
FARMYARD STORE

ALTERNATIVE HEATING & POWER DIVISION

SALES - SERVICE -INSTALLATION
3262 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT

(Across from the Derby Post Office.)

(802) 766-2714

Breakfast

Chicken Cordon Bleu w/fries ... .....................

DINNER SPECIAL

gie, soup or salad

Kids eat free (from Kids’ Menu) with any entre

EVERYDAY
All-You-Can-Eat Beer Battered Haddock wy/fries...$9.95
; e FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16™, & SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 17™ 10 AM TO 5 PM

MONDAYS: 50¢ Wings
TUESDAYS: $2.99 Margaritas

Pictured above are the following ten- and 11-year-old winners: Levi Brewer, Troy
School, third place; Graydon McCormick, Coventry Village School, second place;
Jonathan Kocis, Island Pond, home schooled, first place; Mikayla Richardson, Lowell
Elementary School, first place; Madison Bowman, Coventry Village School, second
place; Ashlyn Columbia, Coventry Village School, third place. Newport Elks Lodge
#2155 hoops shoot chairman Steve Edgerley is in back.

Pictured above are the following 12- and 13-year-old winners: Keira Butler, Irasburg
Village School, first place; Destiny Sorrell, Lowell Elementary School, second place;
and Hannah Poginy, St. Paul’s School, third place, lan Applegate, Charleston Village
School, third place; Connor Delabruere, Newport Elementary School, second place;
and Joshua Kocis, Island Pond, home schooled, first place. Newport Elks Lodge
#2155 hoops shoot chairman Steve Edgerley is in back.

All You Can Eat

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

FARM RAISED VENISON
AND
UNIQUE ANTLER ART AND JEWELRY
BY
HAROLD ROWLEE

2 and under.)

16 oz. BUD LIGHT
$) DRAFTS EVERYDAY

—_—
=

Rt. 5 4992 M

* Pool * Foosball * Air Hockey
* Arcade Games ®* Pub Menu

Fusion Grill

morial Drive, St. Johnsbury/Lyndon Town

fusiongrillvt.com * 626-5832 * 7am-Close

58 STAGECOACH LANE, HOLLAND, VT 802-895-4115 ROWLEE@HOLLANDEERFARM.COM
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BBB warns of holiday scams

With all the hustle and bustle of
the holiday season, scams are at an
all-time high this time of year. The
Better Business Bureau (BBB) is
warning of counterfeit products,
phishing e-mails, and more scams to
avoid this holiday season.

Counterfeit products are
common at pop-up stores and
markets — places where scammers
can sell items that claim to be a
certain brand without fear of getting
caught. Products at these locations
may be lower priced than they are
at reputable websites or stores.

However, counterfeit products
are only cheaper because they're
manufactured cheaply, which could
result in faulty products.

Consumers should search BBB’s
accredited business directory for
shops that sell the brands they're
looking for to ensure they're getting
the best deals on quality items
without buying fakes.

Shoppers are eager to track
their shipment after ordering
online, and scammers are aware of
this. Scammers create fake e-mails
asking the shopper to download an
invoice or tracking information, or
send fake alerts that orders can’t be
delivered.

Tracking and other phishing
scams commonly ask the recipient
to download an attachment or click
a link that contains malware that
steals information and passwords.

Some scammers use names
similar to well-known shipping
services. An easy way to tell the
difference between a real site and a
fake is to check for spelling and
grammar mistakes, as well as
looking at the URL.

The United States Postal
Service and Federal Express
websites both use “https” in their
addresses, ensuring customers’
security.

The BBB offers the following
tips to avoid other holiday scams
this season:

Because many retailers now
have chip card readers, fraud at
brick-and-mortar stores is down, so
scammers have shifted their efforts
online. Use a credit card online and
only shop on secure websites. Look
for https in the address (the extra
“s” is for “secure”), and the lock
symbol.

When shopping online, make
sure to use only legitimate websites.
Watch out for URLs that use the
names of well-known brands along

As a locally-owned company,

we believe in giving back to our
community and at this time we would
like to challenge our friends and

financial donations — dollar for dollar —
NEKCA, United Church of Newport,

Lamoille Community Food Share, H.O.P.E.
and Northeast Kingdom Youth Services.

DERBY
802.766.4949

MORRISVILLE
802.888.3827

Fred’s Charity Challenge!
G7EGIVER: 200D,

neighbors to help. We will match your COMMUNITY

up to *5,000 to help five local charities: WURK HUMAN anﬂ
w'“GI\IINGF"'
F R E D s Drop off or mail your donation by December 31st to your

T ENERGY™ local Fred’s Energy office. Stop by, call or visit us online
YOU'VE GOT A FRIEND  for more info. Together we can make a difference!

HEATING OIL
PROPANE
PLUMBING

SEWER PUMPS

HVAC SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

GENERATORS
CENTRAL VAC

WATER HEATERS
& SOFTENERS

CUSTOM DESIGN
KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELS

24/7 EMERGENCY
SERVICE

LIFE i

FRIENDSHIR S

ITARIAN

ru IDH

MENTION
CODE CH-CC

LYNDONVILLE | Q ‘
802.626.4588 CallFreds.com

LOAN DECISIONS MADE LOCALLY.
SERVING COMMUNITIES OF THE NORTHEAST KINGDOM.

SHANE MISPEL
802.888.0483

,_‘,‘
(S

e
o

TIM ROSS
802.888.0484

tross@unionbankvt.com

smispel@unionbankvt.com

© tnorton@unionbankvt.com

UnionBank

JOHN MALM
802.748.5972

jmalm@unionbankvt.com

TINA NORTON
802.334.0760

STAY LOCAL. GO FAR.

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE | PREFERRED SBA LENDER | CASH MANAGEMENT SERVICES | LINES OF CREDIT

1.800.753.4343

Member FDIC

UBLUCALGDM @ qutzgng Lender

with extra words.

Several trusted businesses offer
personalized letters from Santa, but
scammers mimic them to get
personal information from
unsuspecting parents. Check with
bbb.org to find out which ones are
legitimate.

Be cautious of calls from a
family member or friend claiming to
be in an accident, arrested, or
hospitalized while traveling in
another country. Never send money
without confirming with another
family member that it’s true.

Retailers and delivery services
need extra help at the holidays, but

BEST
PRICES

Merry Christmas!

Come in for a FREE evaluation!
Hearing Center of Vermont

-1 FOOD DRIVE}
7 SALES

is now accepting donations of nonperishable food items for the NEKCA Food Shelf.
As a thank-you for your donation, we are offering BIG savings on frames!
* 10% OFF FRAMES for bringing in 4 items

* 20% OFF FRAMES for bringing in 6 items
) » 30% OFF FRAMES OR $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE
towards future purchase for bringing in 8 items

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY.
5452 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT ¢ 802-334-1515
www.northeastvision.com

beware of solicitations that require
sharing personal information online
paying for a job lead. Apply in
person or go to the retailer’s main
website to find out who is hiring.

Be wary of anyone asking
payment for holiday purchases
using prepaid debit cards, gift cards,
wire transfers, etc. These payments
cannot be traced and cannot be
undone.

Pop-up ads or e-mails offering
free gift cards are often a ploy to get
personal information that can later
be used for identity theft. — from
the BBB.

HEARING CENTER OF

VERMONT

802-487-9902 www.hearingcenterofvt.com

O A R A A Sl G ol B Sl o Al S S

5452 U.S. Route 5, Unit F
(Derby Times Square)
Newport, VT 05855

fi9nia

Life sounds brilliant,

SIEMENS

=

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back!
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The Nativity comes alive in Island Pond

L : .

Where there are shepherds, there must be sheep. Wooly livestock lent an air of
authenticity to the interactive nativity performance called “A Night in Bethlehem”
orchestrated by the Green Mountain Bible Church in Island Pond on Saturday.
Visitors to Bethlehem had to register with a Roman census taker. Shepherds,
beggars, and craftspeople milled about, occasionally troubled by a Roman sentry
asking for their papers.

Photos by Brad Usatch

vt
2 L -
Four-year-old Aiden Morse of Charleston helps decorate the tree at the pavilion in
Island Pond on Saturday. Dressed as a shepherd, Aiden was one of about 30 kids
who took part in an interactive “Night in Bethlehem” presentation put on by the
Green Mountain Bible Church.

Jim Cross and Christine Sykes, collectively called the JCH Duo, entertain at the After comingling in character for an hour or so, members of the Green Mountain
Island Pond Pavilion with a rendition of “Oh Christmas Tree.” Mr. Cross and Ms. Bible Church crowded around the manger for the culmination of the ceremony when
Sykes lent some Christmas cheer to a crowd of about 50 people who braved the cold it was announced that the Savior was born. About ten adults and 20 to 30 youth
for a tree lighting ceremony and interactive nativity performance. group members braved temperatures falling through the teens to mount the second

annual interactive performance of “A Night in Bethlehem” in Island Pond on Saturday.

Amazing Photo Contest!

Did you take an amazing photo of something cool? the Chronicle wants to see it! Send us your
amazing photos (funky vegetable, interesting wildlife, caught on camera, etc.) and we’ll showcase
them weekly in our paper. At the end of the month, we’ll ask people to vote for their favorite photo.
Winners receive a gift
certificate and an additional
winner will be chosen from
all who voted!

has a drop-off basket =g

for announcements, payments, letters to the

( editor, etc., at THE FRONT DESK on East Main

®) Radioshack. )

Send your photos to: o
Amazing Photo Contest a e =
c/o the Chronicle “
P.O. Box 660 .
Barton, VT 05822 Great selection of

T WAy,
» 7

A i

>
.

remote i
or e-malil to control vehicles ’ ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁfas
" . including * Computers
thec‘r‘\ronlglemc@gmall.corr: HELICOPTERS p
with “Amazing Photo Contest & DRONES!

Computer Sales &

in the subject line. ALE D i
Watch for

it weekly!

Photo by Diane Brown of Lyndonville.

65 Northgate Plaza
Morrisville, VT 05661
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. 9-2

Service and
Office Supplies
Phone: 802-888-7107
Fax: 802-888-4923
wardssystems.com
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Changes will include new product lines

(Continued from page one.)

necessarily believe he would fulfill — until this
week.

He said he started as meat manager at the
C&C in May of 1998. In that role, he’s been a
friendly face, frequently greeting customers by
name.

With a giant new Walmart grocery store 23
miles away, Mr. Sweeney said market research
indicated the C&C could expect to see a
noticeable dip in sales. But somewhat to his
shock, the dip has turned out to be considerably
less than anticipated. “I'm pleased,” he said.

e, 8

Ray and Jessica Sweeney of Glover bought the C&C
Supermarket on Tuesday. Mr. Sweeney has been meat
manager there for 18 years. Photo by Tena Starr

1. DANIEL G. GAUVIN
Owner/Operator (EFK)

| O N

AV AT

2618 firport Road - Newport, VT 05855

Office: 802-334-5001 ¢ Cell: 802-673-8935 ¢ E-mail: dan@lakeviewaviation.com
fcraft Rentols - Flight Schocls - Mointenance Shop - Hangar Rental - I0O IL - Jet A - Fusl Riter Hows - Scenic Tows

SINCE 1953

o
b ':7_ANTENNA MAN

i ll Advanced Technology In Your Home

1-877-3ANTENNA
802-334-8823

B'v

INFORANTENNAMAN.TV
~
COMMERCIA DENTIAL ~ SALES ~ SERVICE~ INSTALLATION

BEACH HILL

FI1I T NES S
WWW.BEACHHILLFITNESS.COM

Get strong, live long. Work out to live.
Come in for your free personal training session.
New small group classes available. Please call or e-mail for details.
Yoga classes Sundays and Wednesdays at 10 a.m.

Beachhillfitness@gmail.com ¢ 525-6226 ¢ West Glover, VT

Walmart has been known to drive small
businesses out, including grocery stores. Mr.
Sweeney said he hopes people want to keep a
grocery store in town and will continue to support
the Barton market.

For his part, he’s been thinking hard about
what the C&C’s niche will be and how to better
serve the community’s needs.

He plans to stock more gluten free, ethnic,
and organic products, in all departments, as well
as free range poultry, and more local products in
general.

“Maybe a beer cave down the road,” he
mused.

He might carry more of the local and high end
brews, and is contemplating putting in a liquor
store. Barton hasn’t had a liquor store in years.

“That would be a huge plus for Barton,” Mr.
Sweeney said.

Q

A Cotter

Dear Santa,

(%

VOICE, and NAD or CAD?

God bless you,
Ter

4 to Santa..

When I was little, I asked my father each year what he
wanted for Christmas. He always answered, “Peace and
happiness for the whole wide world,” and I would just laugh.

But now it’s me asking for something as big as that.

So many people with hearing loss live in a fog of denial and anxiety. °
They lack information and financial resources. Could you give them —
these friends I don’t know yet — something they really need such as the
courage to speak up and say, “I have hearing loss?”

And finally, maybe you could put your weight behind our drive for
more accessibility and affordability in the world of hearing health?

Thank you, Santa. I know I’ll always need technology to hear well
and that’s okay, although I still love waking up in the morning to the
sound of birds, or coffee perking in the kitchen.

And who knows, this may yet happen. As a child, I was told that
hearing aids would never help me, and now I have them and they
connect me to the world. It’s a modern miracle.

I'm sure you helped with that, Santa. This is why I'm asking again.

Remember, we sell and service all brands; plus provide a lifetime
warranty. Call today to schedule a hearing test before Christmas
and receive 20% OFF! You’ll be hearing before Christmas.

Holping community with hearing needs!

And he expects to add more specialty items.

“We can definitely improve on what we've
got,” he said. “This is going to be a huge
undertaking.”

“But the right people are working at the
store,” he said. “I think things are only going to
improve once I actually take over.”

He said they have had a lot of support from
store employees, the community, and from Debra
Newton, who owned the store until Tuesday
afternoon with her husband, Luke.

“I tell every one of them I appreciate them,”
Mr. Sweeney said. “It’s going to be a big change,
but it’s going to be good.”

Tuesday evening he was already making
plans for changes, largely additions, to the store
and its lineup of products. He said he will begin
making changes around the first of the year.

~ Ne

2

In their stockings or mailbox, perhaps you could drop a pamphlet
about support organizations such as HLAA, CHHA, ALDA, AG Bell,

Lo\

% Advanced Hearing Technologies
Prouty Miller Building, 1734 Crawford Rd., Newport, VT ¢ 802-624-0099

23 YEARS HEI. PING THE VERMONT COMMUNITY HEAR BETTER!
Today’s technology now enables us to provide testing/service/repairs
to the homebound and senior centers as well as in the office!
Come in as a customer, leave as a friend!

Let us help you find a unique, innovative hearing solution to fit your lifestyle and budget.
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Vermont among worst states for atfordable childcare

(Continued from page one.)

But in the end, many people return to
childcare, both its cost and lack of availability, as
a major obstacle to employment for people with
children.

If you're a single mother with two children,
how can you work without childcare? Mr.
Morrissette wondered. And how does a single
parent, or a family, work, if childcare costs eat up
their income?

“I know right now that daycare is such an
issue,” he said. “We need to figure out how to get
more daycares open.”

In fact, a report issued this week by the Blue
Ribbon Commission on Financing High Quality,
Affordable Child Care says, “Early care and
learning or child care is commonly cited as one of
the major barriers to work. Access to high
quality care for young children can enable
parents to work, and to work more hours.
Investment in making child care more affordable
is an investment in workforce support.”

Although the state provides subsidies, based
largely on need, Vermont families still pay 25 to
53 percent of their median income to access early
care and learning programs, the report says.

It goes on to say that based on a 2015 study
ranking all 50 states, “Vermont ranked thirteenth
on the list for having the least affordable center-
based infant care. Vermont ranked third on the
list for having the least affordable center-based
four-year-old care,”

Lauralee Sweeney is specialized childcare
coordinator at NEKCA. She said that a single
parent earning $12 an hour would be eligible for
a 100 percent subsidy.

“We find that a shortage of childcare seems to
be the real problem,” she said.

The Department for Children and Families
website says that a family of three or fewer can
get a 100 percent subsidy if its monthly gross

JAYS&PEAK
HOLIDAY GUIDE

2016+17 JAY ONLY
COLLEGE SEASON PASS

3249

No blackout dates or restrictions.
Purchase by December 23rd, 2016

DON WE NOW OUR

JAY APPAREL
- Shop Jay Peak online -

c00000 >jt< @000

New Jay wear, logo'd gear and
other treats now available.

income is $1,680, or about $420 a week. A family
of four can gross $2,025.

The subsidy drops to 50 percent when gross
income for a family of three rises to $2,760, or a
family of four to $3,260.

A family of three making $5,040 a month, or a
little over $1,000 a week, gets a 10 percent subsidy.

And the actual amount of the subsidy
depends on more than income.

But that’s at a state approved, registered
daycare or licensed center, and there’s a shortage
of those.

A friend or neighbor could watch children, but
it would not be legal to have children from more
than two families, and no state subsidy goes with
that kind of childcare, though it once did, Ms.
Sweeney said.

A relative, such as a grandparent could watch
the children, but would be paid only a small
amount, rather than the more generous state
subsidy that goes to registered caregivers.

Chris Nelson is a longtime childcare provider
in North Troy who’s seen it all and said the
situation is complex. She said she does know
people who don’t join the workforce because of
childcare issues. And she knows others who work
part-time because they would end up with less
money if they worked full-time.

“Taking a full-time job can turn out to be
expensive,” Ms. Nelson said.

Ms. Nelson said the subsidy is based on what
kind of care the child has as well as the age of the
child. If a child’s caregiver is STARS qualified,
the subsidy is higher. And the greater number of
stars the provider has through that program, the
higher the subsidy.

STARS stands for Step Ahead Recognition
System. It’s designed to recognize quality and
applies to childcare, preschool, and afterschool
programs.

Also, the rates the state pays are outdated,

2017 PUMP HOUSE
SEASON PASS

3279

FOR A 4-PACK OF PASSES
Valid May 13 - November 19, 2017

Limited number of passes available at this rate.

MOVE UP GIFT CARDS

CAN'T DECIDE ON ANY ONE THING?

c00000 >jt< @000

A Move Up Gift Card will cover
you for all things Jay Peak.

TO PURCHASE: jaypeakresort.com/Shop | (802) 327-2321

Ms. Nelson said. If the provider charges $150 a
week for an infant, and the state pays only $112
for infant care, the parents have to make up the
difference.

And when a family brings in more money, the
subsidy goes down.

Ms. Sweeney said that adjustment can’t be
made for a year. However, Ms. Nelson said it
occurs on the child’s birthday.

Those subsidy adjustments lead to what’s
called the “cliff” and is mentioned in the childcare
report as a discouragement to employment, or at
least to adding hours or getting a raise.

The report includes a chart demonstrating
how the cliff can kick in in a big way.

A family making $20,160 can see its income
increase by 3.9 percent to $20,940 and receive
just a 1 percent cut in the childcare subsidy.
That pattern continues, with the increase in
income outweighing the decrease in benefit until
a certain income level.

If a family making $23,208 gets a 4.1 percent
pay increase to $24,168, their childcare subsidy
will drop by 5.3 percent.

Another cliff occurs around the 45 percent
subsidy mark “in which the incremental increase
in income reduces the percent of subsidy received
to the point where it is not beneficial to increase
income (i.e., earning more money would cause a
family’s childcare costs to increase),” the report
says.

Another frequently mentioned hindrance to a
thriving childcare environment is regulation.

At this point the regulations are more than
100 pages, Ms. Nelson said. “And a lot of it has
to do with paperwork. Most of the new
regulations that adhere to safety are pretty much
common sense. Other regulations are based on
proven outcomes. Is it for the best? Sure. Is it
doable for everyone? No.

(Continued on page nineteen.)
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12.17.16 | Jay Peak’s Foeger Ballroom

Doors: 8pm, Show: 9pm

$25 General Admission
VIP SOLD OUT

For more information and tickets
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Report recommends universal childcare

(Continued from page eighteen.)

“I see the purpose for the regulations.
However, it lengthens a 12-hour day to a 14-hour
day. It’s taking time away from the provider.”

Regulations have discouraged some from
getting into the business and others from staying
in it. Ms. Nelson said she got into childcare 20
years ago for the same reason many others do —
she couldn’t find care for her own children. She
said she doesn’t know if she’d get into the
business today.

To meet demand, there’s something of an
underground childcare network out there, Ms.
Nelson said.

“They give them to grandparents, their
neighbors.”

With a shortage of quality registered or
licensed childcare, people have two options: Go
underground and work, or stay home.

Ms. Nelson said she has nine on her waiting
list at the moment.

The Blue Ribbon commission on Financing
High Quality, Affordable Child Care is composed
of childcare providers, business representatives,
child advocates, and others. It has been working
since September of 2015 on coming up with
recommendations.

Childcare is more than babysitting, its report
says. “The science is clear, high quality early
care and learning matters.”

Disparities in vocabulary begin to appear as
early as 18 months in children who are not
exposed to high quality care, the report says.

It goes on to say that early care and learning
is critical to Vermont’s economic well-being.
“Every dollar spent in high quality early care and
learning programs yields a return in investment
that ranges from $4-$9.”

There are currently over 36,000 children five
or younger in Vermont — 6,023 infants, 12,224
toddlers, and 18,360 preschoolers, it says.

/L}":ef_cd? Model MT3750
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Bar lengths: 14" or 16"
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bar & chain
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Startingat 8 .
2899 r@

451 Union Street
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And to illustrate the lack of quality care that
the report’s authors says is so badly needed, they
wrote: “Nearly half of all infants and toddlers
likely to need care do not have access to any
regulated early care program.”

The report also extensively addresses the
need for affordability.

The Child Care Financial Assistance Program
subsidizes 23 percent of families seeking
regulated care, spending about $130-million, it
says. The remaining roughly 75 percent of
families pay full tuition.

After defining high quality care, the
commission estimates the cost of providing it. At
a center, care for infants and toddlers was
estimated to cost $35,000 per child and $15,000
per child for preschoolers.

For home-based care, the estimated cost was
about $41,000 per infant, $21,000 per toddler,
and $14,000 per preschooler.

“...the Commission concluded that providing
100 percent benefit to families earning up to
roughly $60,000 and slowly tapering off that
support until families earn $180,000 would make
accessing high-quality care and learning
affordable.”

The goal it recommends is to move toward
universal childcare.

The current model doesn’t work, the
commission’s report says.

“Unfortunately, in the current delivery
system, this level of quality would be
unaffordable for 90 percent of Vermont families.
Vermont’s current system does not have sufficient
capacity or resources to meet the needs of young
children and their families.”

The commission recommended that Vermont
immediately begin to make annual investments
in quality, affordable childcare and that the care
system be redesigned. It goes on to suggest
financing mechanisms.

Ms. Nelson has a more home-based idea.
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In the Northeast Kingdom, businesses and
community members should come together and
figure out ways to support childcare sites, she
said.

Pay for childcare providers, which is
notoriously low, needs to come up, Ms. Nelson
said, an assessment the Blue Ribbon Commission
heartily agrees with, saying that the main reason
childcare providers get out of the business is the
low pay and lack of benefits.

And that low pay is not reliable. If a working
parent gets injured or sick, the child is pulled
from daycare so the provider’s income goes down.

“If you want to make Vermont, or the
Northeast Kingdom, a place where people can
work and want to work,” it’s vital to provide a
safe place where they children can receive quality
care, Ms. Nelson said.
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Diaz still believed to control missing documents

(Continued from page one.)

with Ms. Diaz, we believe she removed these
items to one of the following locations: her
residence, her residence/rental house, storage,
lawyer’s office, and other unspecified locations.”

Mzr. Graham wrote that he has prepared an
affidavit covering his findings and conversations
with Ms. Diaz for the select board’s attorney, Paul
Gillies.

Mr. Graham also wrote in detail about the
day back in September when he and Mr. Morley
found a stack of documents in the furnace room at
the community center.

“Slightly after 8 a.m., Scott Morley and I
witnessed Cynthia Diaz pushing a large plastic
bin out the front door of the town’s community
center building,” the report says. “When Ms. Diaz
realized we were outside of the building, she
retreated to the gymnasium area of the building
and placed the bin in the boiler room.”

The contents of the bin, which included a
cardboard box, a stack of papers and folders, and
a smaller plastic box of papers, were displayed at
that night’s select board meeting.

The papers included dog and marriage license
records, a signed and notarized landfill property
deed amendment, and delinquent taxpayer
receipts, including some that had penalties and
interest written in manually, the report says.

“Since our numerous requests for information
included some of these actual items found, I can
only conclude Ms. Diaz had ill intentions with the
removal of these documents,” Mr. Graham wrote.

He also believes that there are documents in
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a locked closet on the second floor of the
community center that he’s not being allowed to
see. Ms. Diaz has the key to the closet and is the
only person authorized to open it, he wrote in the
forensic report.

“I believe,” he concluded, “and have been told
by Ms. Diaz on several occasions, the missing
documents requested for review by our firm are
located in that locked location.”

Under Vermont law, a town official who
withholds evidence or fails to provide materials
requested during an audit, is disqualified from
running for re-election.

“I believe and have been
told by Ms. Diaz on
several occasions, the
missing documents
requested for review by
our firm are located in
that locked location.”

Delinquent tax collectors serve a one-year
term, so likely Ms. Diaz won'’t be allowed to run
for that office at Town Meeting in March. But
she still has two years to go on her term as town
clerk and treasurer.

The forensic report describes $30,856 in cash
property tax payments known to be missing based
on replies received from taxpayers who were
asked to prove when and how they paid their
taxes.

Mr. Graham expects that amount to continue
to rise.
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About 60 of the confirmation requests that
the accountant sent out two months ago still
haven’t come back.

They represent about $58,000 to $59,000 in
taxes that may not have been collected or may
not have been deposited, Mr. Graham said at
Monday night’s meeting.

“I believe that some of these people support
Ms. Diaz and don’t want to send in information
that might make things worse for her,” he said.

But the forensic report also raised the
possibility that some of the people who haven’t
returned the form simply didn’t pay their taxes,
even though their bills are stamped “Paid” and
their names never appeared on Ms. Diaz’
delinquent taxpayer lists.

At previous meetings, Mr. Graham has
declined to comment on how or why that might
have occurred.

“I'm not in the business of speculation,” he
said earlier in December.

But whether people made payments that
never got to the bank, or had their bills marked
paid when in fact they were not paid, the town
never got the money, Mr. Graham said.

All payments made by mortgage companies
on behalf of property owners have now been
accounted for.

Property owners who don’t respond to a final
confirmation request could face having to pay
their taxes again, or could even see their
properties go to tax sale if they can’t come up
with several years of back taxes.

And some part of the $59,000 in tax money
could be added to the amount that the town will
eventually ask its insurance provider to cover.

“The $30,856 is just a starting number,” Mr.
Graham said.

He said he’s expecting to find that about
$5,000 collected for marriage licenses, dog
licenses, fish and game licenses, filing fees, and
community center rentals was never deposited in
the town’s bank account.

And there’s another $13,000 to $14,000 in

(Continued on page twenty-one.)
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Two-year losses may exceed $100,000

(Continued from page twenty.)

statutory late penalties and interest
that Ms. Diaz may or may not have
collected from people each year.
The final Graham & Graham report
confirmed Mr. Graham’s suspicions
discussed at previous meetings that
the 8 percent penalty and 1 percent
per month interest that’s supposed
to be added to late tax payments
was collected selectively.

The town is also short that
money, Chair Mike Marcotte said.

The town’s losses may amount
to more than $100,000 just for the
two years covered by the audit, Mr.
Graham said under questioning
from townspeople at the meeting.

The select board also plans to
see whether it can get reimbursed
for the $176,337 cost of the forensic
audit, attorney’s fees, and the many
hours that NEMRC consultant
Ernie Saunders and his employees
have spent trying to help Mr.
Graham untangle Coventry’s books.

And if there is a legal finding of
fraud at some point, there would be
no statute of limitations to stop the
town from following up on the
$40,000 that accountant Gene
Besaw couldn’t find in 2010, or the
$45,000 that state auditor Tom
Salmon believed might be missing
in 2012, Mr. Graham said.

Those amounts are described in
written reports by the two previous
auditors.
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“These respective reports appear
to depict situations very similar, if
not exactly the same, as the findings
from our work during 2015 and
2016,” the Graham & Graham
report says. “All reports depict an
inability to locate cash payments.”

There was also a forensic report
issued for the 2005 to 2007
timeframe by another accountant,
Mary Anne Mooney, which Mr.
Graham said in his report that he’s
not yet become privy to.

Coventry taxpayers will be on
the hook for any money that can’t be
reimbursed by the town’s insurance,
Mr. Marcotte said.

In a poorer town, the missing
money might not have gone
unnoticed for as long as it has in
Coventry, he said.

He noted that, in a lot of towns,
if the town had to borrow money to
cover missing taxes, people would
have asked questions.

At Monday night’s meeting, the
search for the missing 2012 Grand
List appeared to be over, but a cat
and mouse game over a laptop
continued.

After it was discovered that
there was no copy of the Grand List
for that year in either the vault or
on any of the town computers, Mr.
Graham got a copy from the state.
He also asked Lister Lyell Reed to
ask Ms. Diaz for a copy — a request
Mr. Graham said he had made

HARVEST
EQUIPMENT

2SSy

>3 rvvy,

AU G

Full Line of
John Deere Products

Lawn & Garden Equipment
& Attachments
Agricultural & Light
Commercial

Stihl Products
Chainsaws, Power Tools &
Accessories

JOHN DEERE

NEWPORT, VT 05855

PHONE 334-7300
1-800-370-7930

auh SRR BILE LN SR 0 0

1 HOYPRDUMOR
g:;g Clothing
2% ALSO..

¥s  Darn Tough,
z%;é Hot Chilly,

iy
Lty o 2 I ﬁ;&%&‘og‘{’g e % %

TREK & Santia Cruz 55 %
Bikes 15-207% OFF

EﬂSl B“rke spﬂm Cycling Clothing E%’%»;éif

www.EastBurkeSports.com

& Accessories
25-50% OFF

g, &Burton. lpina X-C ski touring package with  OTHERGREAT
% Now carrying Rottefella nnn bindings & poles GIFTS...
MSR sno’wshoes. 3r. Pkg. ¢ 235 Heated socks, %2%%
g2 Voile Adult ¢ 370 heated gloves
% Backcountry skis. § Irgwmttc-.;‘nsl,, G;go g é:;‘?%
coute11s  Friendly Professional Serviee =™ "

%‘@ East Burke, VT
802-626-3215

Gift certificates!

Ski tune-ups starting at $35
Snowboard tune-ups starting at $35
Binding test § addustment $25

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. ’ﬁ‘
All mador credit
cards accepted

s ratetis B

unsuccessfully many times.

Town clerks are required to
keep hard copies of all past years’
Grand Lists in their vaults, as well
as digital copies.

To everyone’s surprise, Ms. Diaz
handed Mr. Reed what looked like a
freshly printed copy of the Grand
List in question.

And another copy showed up in
a cabinet in the listers room that
Mr. Graham said he had searched
many times.

“It was nowhere, and now it’s
everywhere,” Selectman Scott
Morley said.

Mr. Graham will compare the
new copies of the Grand List with
the version he got from the state,
looking for any discrepancies.

“If any deviations are found, you
must investigate further,” he said in
the report.

Mr. Reed was also supposed to
ask Ms. Diaz for a laptop belonging
to the listers that they had given

her to use. Ms. Diaz also worked
part-time as an assistant to the
listers.

“Don’t ask her, tell her,” Mr.
Morley urged Mr. Reed at last
week’s meeting. “It belongs to you.”

But when Mr. Reed asked for
the laptop, Ms. Diaz told him that
there was no such thing, and that
all three of the laptops in the office
were for the town clerk’s work, Mr.
Morley said.

Amber Baker, a software expert
who works for the New England
Municipal Resource Center
(NEMRC) matched the serial
numbers on the laptops to memos
and receipts. The select board had
purchased all of them.

So the select board plans to take
the laptops back, see what’s on
them, and remove the NEMRC
software from them.

Citing security concerns, the
select board decided last month that

(Continued on page twenty-two.)
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Select board looks to implement

(Continued from page twenty-one.)

Ms. Diaz should not have access to the town’s
NEMRC software. NEMRC modules have
already been removed from the town clerk’s
desktop computer.

There would now be licensing concerns about
the town clerk having unauthorized copies of the
software, Mr. Marcotte said.

The select board is willing to buy other
software for Ms. Diaz to use as town clerk and
treasurer, and even to pay for any training she
needs, Mr. Morley said. But further access to
NEMRC is off the table.

The forensic report has a long list of the
shortcomings of Ms. Diaz’ recordkeeping.

The summary cites no accounting controls
over cash and collections, no quarterly or annual
reporting, and “a lack of willingness of Cynthia
Diaz, in any of her elected positions, to provide
full, complete, and accurate source documents.”

The report found “no level of sufficient
competent evidence to support the claims of Ms.
Diaz or any willingness to discharge her elected
duties by timely production of financial results.”

Ms. Diaz has not met state statutory
requirements to issue required warrants between
her various offices or to report tax information to
the state, the report finds.

Those failures make her ineligible to run for
office again under the statutes, Mr. Graham
wrote.

Like all audit reports, Mr. Graham’s forensic
report details changes the town needs to make in
the future.

The 55-page financial audit report coming out
next week will include over 130 points that the
town needs to improve on.

But the select board doesn’t have to be told

twice.

On Monday night, the board adopted five new
financial policies designed to see to it that
Coventry doesn’t find itself in hot water again in
a few years.

The policies are adapted from model policies
offered by the Vermont League of Cities and
Towns. They cover investments; fraud
prevention; cash receipts, petty cash and returned
checks; purchasing; and accounting, auditing and
financial reporting.

For policies to be binding on a town clerk and
treasurer, she has to sign them. It doesn’t look as
though Ms. Diaz plans to do that.

“T've talked to the treasurer several times and
she’s very no,” Mr. Morley said.

The new policies are about securing the
town’s money, following best practices, and
moving the town toward a more transparent
financial system, Mr. Marcotte said.

“I'm flabbergasted, actually, that she would
refuse to sign them,” he said.

It will be noted on the signature line intended
for Ms. Diaz that the treasurer has refused to
sign, Mr. Morley said.

And the selectmen are paring the jobs Ms.
Diaz is allowed to do back to the bare minimum
mandated by Vermont statutes.

They’ve already hired their own clerk and
bookkeeper in the form of Amanda Carlson, who
is also assistant town clerk in Lowell.

They bought their own computer and hired
Amber Baker from NEMRC to bring a new set of
town books up to date.

And they’re hiring or appointing people to do
all of the jobs not specifically reserved by statute
for the town clerk and treasurer.

Starting this week, all bills that come into the

Adler and McCabe

reforms

town office are to be put on the table in the new
select board office across the hall no later than
Friday.

The select board’s clerk will prepare warrants
to pay the bills, print checks in the NEMRC
software, and have them ready for signing at the
Monday night select board meeting, Mr. Marcotte
said.

Checks in Coventry now require two
signatures — one from a select board member
and one from the treasurer — so on Tuesday
morning, the checks will go to the treasurer to be
signed and mailed.

Vendors will be asked to send electronic
copies of their invoices to the select board so that
incoming bills can be double-checked.

And if that system doesn’t work, the select
board may get its own post office box for bills.

“The treasurer was not receptive. At all,” Mr.
Morley said.

But attorney Gillies has assured them that
the new way of doing things is in line with state
law.

A preliminary Graham & Graham report
earlier in the fall found major inaccuracies in
annual financial reports written up by Ms. Diaz.

The town will have to reissue those reports,
Mr. Graham said at the time.

But in the meantime, the select board is
taking back the responsibility for producing this
year’s annual report.

“We've taken over the duty, and she doesn’t
have to worry about it,” Mr. Marcotte said.

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

Steven A. Adler Laura K. Collins

Workers’ Compensation, Personal Injury, &
Criminal Defense

802-748-8161

adlerandmccabe.com  lawyers@adlerandmccabe.com

Daniel D. McCabe

PO Box 85, 30 Railroad Avenue

Orleans, Vermont 05860
(802)754-2389 * (802) 754-6985
www.blanchardoil.com

The crew at Blanchard Oil Company would like to wish all of
our customers a safe and joyous holiday season!

BLANCHARD OIL COMPANY

Christmas traditions start at

Tester’s Star

WEST GLOVER/BARTON, VERMONT
www.vermontchristmastrees.com

CHRISTMAS TREES
& WREATHS

“The Perfect Trees” —
Fraser & Balsam Fir.

100s TO CHOOSE FROM. -
FRESHLY CUT OR CHOOSE & CUT YOUR OWN.
Choose & cut any size tree—only $40!

Free hot cocoa, hot cider & candy canes!

OPEN FRI.-SUN., 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Follow signs off Rte. 16 in Barton, on Roaring Brook Road past
fairgrounds, 2.2 miles, farm on left. FOR MORE INFO, CALL 525-3814.

®Benefits
Insurance
Wealth Management

www.nfp.com/poulos
Don’t Just Buy Insurance...Know what you are buying!

With over 90 years of personalized, local service, and more than 50 companies

TREES FOR
TROOPS

www. TreesFarTroops.org

Tractor hay
rides on

weekends to
cut trees!

L

=L

" . i

(and growing!), our goal is to assure that your insurance coverages meet your needs!

'FRRY I
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NEWPORT ! ORLEAN

334-3003

408 Western Ave.

21 Water St.
754-6930

Trusted
Choice_““

e HOME « AUTO  BUSINESS LIABILITY « WORKER’S COMPENSATION
e BUSINESS AUTO < LIFE, HEALTH, DISABILITY & ANNUITIES
e SNOWMOBILES » CAMPERS + 4-WHEELERS * GOLF CARTS « MOTORCYCLES
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Walmart factor maybe not as bad as feared

(Continued from page one.) early days, noting the new store has
only been open for a few weeks, but
said everyone in his company is
happy with the results.

He credited loyal shoppers who

willing to say the drop in sales was
about 60 percent of what was
predicted.

Mr. Merrill cautioned that it is
\. l ;‘.&-1

!

e

A Christmas tree surrounded by books and toys sets the holiday mood at Wider Than
The Sky on Newport’s Main Street. Photo by Joseph Gresser

% yeﬂ/‘z& give a gift that’ll

knock your momma’s socks off.

Something unique from
Newport Jewelers
this Holiday Season!

NEWPORT JEWELERS

194 Main Street, Ste. 105, Newport, VT 05855 « 802-334-5379
Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. & Sun. 8-4 (holiday hours only for your convenience.)
Qusality & Integrity

CEDAR \X/OOD PQODUCTS

Rough & Finished White Cedar Lumber,
Clapboards, Tongue &V Groove, Shiplap, @& f
Square Edge. We also make custom panels! [§5 45
Please call for pricing.

530 Webster Road, Orleans, VT
Terry Perklns, (802) 754- 6875

SpacedPlcket
Scalloped 4’x8’

Lattice Top

s ) y
Panel 6°x8 Straight Panel 4°x8’

have been going to Vista for years
and are familiar with the store and
its employees. Many of the store’s
workers have been with Vista for
many years, Mr. Merrill said,
adding that he was very happy to
see that only one or two employees
decided to take jobs at Walmart.

Mr. Merrill said he intends to
keep Vista open. Part of making
that intention reality is cooperation
with Mr. Pomerleau, including
renegotiating and extending the
store lease, and exterior renovations
paid for by the landlord. Mr.
Pomerleau has expressed
willingness to accept those
conditions.

Vista will put money into
making interior improvements and
will extend its marketing and
advertising efforts, Mr. Merrill said.

Another of Newport’s anchor
businesses, The Pick and Shovel, is
having a harder time of it, according
to owner Greg Hamblett.

Mr. Hamblett said business is
down significantly since Walmart
opened. He said late Christmas
shopping may improve his outlook,
but if not, he plans to consider
adjustments to his mix of products

DRDERJONLINE:XWWW.N Hrsas.]ggljl GICOM)

Stop into our retail store
or order online!

and staffing.

Walmart may not be the only
factor in the fall-off in Pick and
Shovel’s business, Mr. Hamblett
said. Last year’s warmer than
normal weather meant contractors
were able to work much longer into
the winter than is usually the case
in Orleans County, he said.

Pick and Shovel isn’t seeing that
boost this year. Mr. Hamblett said
he thinks it is too early to tell how
Walmart will affect his business
over the long haul, but he admitted
being concerned.

While Pick and Shovel and Vista
compete directly with Walmart,
most of the other stores on
Newport’s Main Street don’t.

Diane Jameson of Wider Than
The Sky, a store that features
children’s toys and books, said she
hasn’t visited Walmart, but doesn’t
think the two stores have any
merchandise in common.

Ms. Jameson said business has
been slow, but she has many loyal
customers and she often sees a lot of
last minute shoppers in the days
just before Christmas.

Irene Degasse, one of those loyal

(Continued on page twenty-four.)

Order your hams or local
beef roasts for the
holidays!

NORTHEAST KINGDOM

PROCESSING

SLAUGHTERS, SMOKES, AND PACKAGES MEATS IN ST. JOHNSBURY.

In-Stock Carpet &
Vinyl Remnants

w0 O5%h OFF

Retail Price

In-Stock

Ceramic Tiles
|| 12'x12' starting at

Commercial

Carpets
In Stock

Travertine Stone
8"x‘| 8"

52 ”mn

Porcelain
Higher End Tile
13”x13” Retail $4.99

SALE! SB

Hundreds of Rolls In Stock!

99¢ 89¢ Sq.Ft. & Up 79¢Sq.Ft.&Up

10 Mill- 30 year warranty, 2 Colors to order, Min. 209 Sq. Ft.

ONLY CARPET ONE HAS YOU TOTALLY COVERED.
Our experts specialize in flooring. We join with our other stores worldwide to buy at a
volume that guarantees the lowest price. And we’re here to assist you with a more
personalized shopping experience. That’s the Carpet One difference.

DONS (7 CARPET ON

24 KENT LANE « 802-334-5271
VISIT US ONLINE http://www.donscarpetonenewport.com/
STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM,
Saturday 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, Closed Sunday

In-Stock Laminate
Wood Grain

5 Colors

Ssﬂ oz@s@ Ft.

Engineered
Hardwood Floor

4 Colors Minimum
197’ to order

§209..|%

Laminate Higher End

Residential
Vinyls

52.1 9qu

‘FLOOR
&HOME
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© Aura Photos ® Reiki ® Chakra Balancing
 Hypnosis/Past-Life Regression  Tarot Readings
* Course of Miracles Readings

e Acu-point Color Therapy with Light and Crystals

Sliding Scale Fees * Orleans/Barton * 802-673-9471
December: Gift Certificates Available!

2Aura

Insights

With Ramona

ﬁure Energg Massage @Yogﬂ

EMMI CHAPDELAINE ~ Certified Massage Therapist

Located in Nchort, Vermont

Csistonas Sale!

Buy one gift certificate for $55.
Buy two or more for $50 each!
One hour treatment available for: deep tissue massage, Swedish massage,
Thai massage, cupping or hot stone massage; Reiki; and private yoga.
Call/text: 802-673-9734 or message me on Facebook under Emmi
Chapdelaine or Pure Energy Massage for information.

Happy Holidays!

Cedan Hedge
S-A-L-O-N
UNISEX SALON

KAREN CHAFFEE

(802) 754-8731

719 LEBLANC ROAD
BARTON, VT 05822

HOURS: Tues. & Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Wed. & Thurs. 1-8 p.m.,

Sat. 8 a.m.-12 noon.

Katie Baraw, Owner/Stylist
Located on Burton Hill Road in Irasburg.
* HAIRCUTS « PERMS
* COLOR/HIGHLIGHTING
* MANICURES - PEDICURES

Sy Call 754-6574
L to schedule your

* o R appointment today! W e
HAIR

etchemau

Natacia Grube, Owner/Stylist
Jenna Moss, Stylist

189 East Main Street
Suite A, Newport, VT

Massage & Yoga

Rebecca Marcotte,

334-5500

(802) 673-4779 - '.' -
www.StudioforLife.com m
E-mail: e

rebecca.ryt@gmail.com

Pat Gage, CMT ®

703 rue Dufferin, Stanstead, Quebec

ECHNIQUES 819-876-5656
754-6200 Closed Dec. 27-Jan. 3.
Tamm%ﬁﬁ%Butler HOLIDAY SPECIALS:
INDUSTRIAL PARK * MANICURE & FACIAL
LANE, ORLEANS, VT (FREE Parafin Wax Treatments)
Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 8-3, $69.98 + tax

Wed. & Fri. 9-8, Sat.
8:30-noon. Friday Night
Men'’s Walk-ins: 6-8.

* FOOT CARE & FACIAL
(FREE Parafin Wax Treatments)

Jbanf&&oh@ef ﬁwgl)u 4 $74.99 + tax

noducts, fon ‘y)oWu i Y e FACIAL

& riends, this M"‘l’*ﬂ season! (FREE Parafin Wax Treatments)
Qiﬁf MAMI}C&&A wvailable. $42.99 . tax

Skin Care & Beauty, Hair Removal,
Waxing, Thermocoagulation (small
vein), Peeling Skin Care for Acne,
Wrinkles, Age Spots, Light Flash
Electrolysis & More

Retailers anticipate the final rush

(Continued from page twenty-three.)

customers, stopped in while a visitor was
speaking with Ms. Jameson. She shared an
unusual piece of information about the new
Walmart.

“A lot of older people miss IROC,” she said
speaking of Indoor Recreation of Orleans County,
a fitness and health complex that shut down a
few years ago.

“They liked the walking track, and find that
Walmart is a good replacement,” Ms. Degasse
said.

She same some older people have discovered
that a stroll around the perimeter of the store
combined with trips down every aisle add up to a
seven-mile walk. They are enjoying a heated
indoor walking space for the first time since
TROC shut its doors, Ms. Degasse said.

Eleanor Leger, one of the directors of the
Northeast Kingdom Tasting Center, made a
downward gesture with her arms when asked
about business.

“No one is coming downtown,” she said.

Ms. Leger’s stock surely does not duplicate
the wares carried by Walmart. The tasting center
features fresh baked goods and maple products
along with an array of locally produced wines and

spirits, including the full line from Eden Specialty
Ciders, the company she runs with Albert Leger.

Just up the street at the Memphremagog Arts
Collaborative (MAC) Center, business is not bad,
according to Isobel Marks and Lynn Flint who
serve on the board of the nonprofit.

The MAC Center offers a wide selection of art
and crafts produced by local craftspeople.

Ms. Marks acknowledged the competition
from the new Walmart and said the MAC Center
has had to work to get customers in the door this
year.

Steve Breault, the proprietor of Newport
Natural Market and Café said he thinks business
has been down, but is in “wait and see mode.”

He said he will have to wait until January to
decide what, if anything, needs to be done to deal
with the competition from the discount retailer.

One possibility, he acknowledged, is reducing
staff. He said that would not be a first choice as
it would mean that he would have to work
harder.

The news from Main Street stores may not be
as bright as might be hoped for, but there is a
silver lining for last minute shoppers. By all
accounts, those who procrastinate will still find a
good selection to choose from on Christmas Eve.

N,
SUE L TS

$ *;.,; DECEMBER TANNING SPECIAL:
-' 12 tans for $30 ...

“% \Vishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

BARBER SHOP

“FREESTYLE HAIR DESIGN”

THE ONLY FEMALE BARBER IN THIS

Over 34 YEARS OF BARBERING EXPERIENCE.

D" CANDYy
’ Barber Shop #

Freestyle Hair Design

CANDICE ALLARD

398 Western Avenue, Newport, VT ==
i i ] s
Satisfaction Guaranteed! ECRENG 1 SPECIALIZE IN MEN’S

owm.:-ms :NLV. FIRST T0 M'u'.;ﬂ-egﬁv F?H-prs
pen Tues.-Fri. 9-5, MaKe SURE M any Clipper Cuts ©
Sat. 9-1. Closed Mon. . s B e

ALSO STYLE CUTS FOR MEN & WOMEN.
“Pll stay as long as walk-ins keep walking in—any night?

=
419\WTRte. 105, Suite C,
Newport, VT
(in the Tanguay Homes Complex)
Open Mon.-Sat. Closed Sun.

P Call us at:
& 334-4630

]

® Treat Yourself to a Mani/Pedi
with Gel Polish for $65!

e Spray Tan ~ $15 (save $5)!
e Eyebrow Wax ~ just $8!

® PLUS...trial size/travel size
products ~ $5-59.

Gift the gift she really wants...
A Pure Indulgence Salon &
Spa Gift Certificate!!

Gift Certificate Specials:
® Buy $50 gift card, get $10 FREE
e Buy $75 gift card, get $15 FREE
= ® Buy $100 gift card, get $20 FREE

® Book a Full Foil, Get Cut FREE!
® Buy 3 gel polish services,
get 1 FREE!

® Paul Mitchell Gift Sets
e Nail Polish

® Stocking Stuffers P Gt o for you to kaspl
| o Wet Brush g =
o Emily Judd, owner

o Hayley Tetreault, stylist
© Dani Vear, stylist
o Brooke Ducharme, stylist

N

¥ W,

S

1169 HINMAN SETTLER RD
BROWNINGTON, VT 05860

| I Hain 075420

HAIRBYASHLEYKEEMENT@HOTMALL.COM

OPEN TUESDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY

@{bﬁ&y eemenl,  .....,...... taceboo

Lasting Results 'Elec’rrolysis

(Promcessionaug trained in Permanent hair removal.)

(-\ Robin Petit Ba”inger, L.FPE. m

- 480 Lane Road
N _. Newport, VT 05855
54-6542
.,

=~ Rid yourscl{: of unwanted hair.
) Bg appointment

SACA

Wish List
1. Spa packages (U/timate quu’zy

package, Stiess Reliever pac/(age,
Maintenance package)

®fWN 2. gﬁ Ce’ztﬁcates
o _S)tocking .S)tuﬁ[e’zs
4. ofuxuty Tacials
5. Ear pie’zcing
_/(eyano Wakeup & Skin Caze
7. gye[ash & gye[)’zow Tint
8. Ge/ Polish Manicuze
. Manicure & quu’zy Pedicuze
10. 1 ;/v/ou’z %//assage .

S

334-6028 « www.mysalonllc.com
1 Main Street, Newport, Vermont
Mon. 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Tues. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
WALK-INS WELCOME
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Wool insulation may make sheep farming profitable

On Monday, November 28, the UVM
Extension Center for Sustainable Agriculture
launched a new research project to assess the
feasibility of using wool from Vermont sheep as
an insulation material and for other building and
household products.

This exploration of a value-added product
hopes to provide sheep farmers with new sources
of revenue, and to add to the availability of
environmentally friendly products for the building
trade.

The launch event was hosted by collaborator
Open View Farm in New Haven, home to a flock
of Tunis Dorset ewes.

The project has been made possible by a
Value-Added Producer Grant from United States
Department of Agriculture Rural Development,
and support from the Vermont Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets.

From 2007 to 2012 the number of sheep farms
in Vermont increased 27 percent, and the number
of sheep increased by 35 percent. However, for a
variety of reasons, many sheep farmers have
struggled to turn a profit. At the same time,
growing interest in natural non-toxic materials as
insulation for buildings could provide a market
for raw wool. Insulation made from wool is

already produced in Europe and in locations in
the western United States.

“The plan is to identify possible wins all
around — for consumers interested in using a
locally produced item to make their houses more
comfortable and energy-efficient, for
environmentally conscious builders, and,
especially, for sheep farmers in Vermont and the
region. This could be an answer to the wool
collected from Vermont’s sheep which is currently
lacking such a value-added market channel,” says
Suzy Hodgson of the Center for Sustainable
Agriculture.

Kimberly Hagen, grazing specialist at the
Center for Sustainable Agriculture, says that
shearing sheep regularly is part of maintaining a
healthy flock but much of the wool collected does
not have a ready market. This additional revenue
stream for sheep farmers could provide a more
viable business for them.

“Anytime the agency of agriculture can help
farmers find a market for a low-value product, it’s
a good day,” says Alex DePillis of the Vermont
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets. “In
this case, the minimally processed wool would
become insulation that keeps Vermonters warm
in their homes. We look forward to working

collaboratively with farmers, builders, and
organizations that serve the building industry,
such as Efficiency Vermont and the Vermont
Technical College, to create strategies for getting
wool-based insulation to market.”

The research project team includes Kimberly
Hagen and Suzy Hodgson, UVM Extension
Center for Sustainable Agriculture; Anna Freund,
Open View Farm; Alex DePillis, Vermont Agency
of Agriculture, Food and Markets; Deb and Ed
Bratton, Vermont Fiber Mill; David Ritchie,
Green Mountain Spinnery; Alex Wilson, Building
Green; Andrea Murray, Vermont Integrated
Architecture; Ben Graham, New Frameworks;
and Dave Martin, Settlement Farm.

The work will culminate in a feasibility
report, which will be made available to the public
on the UVM Center for Sustainable Agriculture
site at
http://www.uvm.edu/~susagctr/?Page=whatwedo/p
rojectsresearch/wool_project.html.

For more information about this wool
research project, please contact Kimberly Hagen
at (802) 522-6729 or by e-mailing
kimberly.hagen@uvm.edu. — from UVM
Extension.

PETS & VETS

AquaRealm Aquarium & Pets

Whether it flies, slithers, or crawls, we have it!

Lots of new inventory!
Snoil your pets this
holiday season!
(802) 748-8858

Fax: (802) 748-8859

452 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-4 p.m.

dinelson@aquarealmaquarium.com

sé’

o
Like us on 4

Newport Veterinary Hospital presents:

e | Of

AT |\ YOUR

OO

Offering convenient and
compassionate care to your dogs and

Hailey Gentile, DVM
802-334-2655

cats in the comfort of their own home!

PAY3,7 T V.9 W V.0

4 'DERBY'POND A
(A 'ANIMAL:HOSPITAL |A

l) Kim O’Connor, DVM ¢ William R. Mentes, DVM ‘h
2757 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829 H

802-766-2222 « 800-276-3755
JL Quality Care with Compassion at Affordable Prices. JL
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT ® ON-SITE CREMATORY ® WE Now ACCEPT CARE CREDIT

P AY4,0 L0, W Vb

64 North Main

St. Hardwick, VT ‘ l Ln lC

802-472-8400 » www.hardwickvet.com

Pet overpopulation
is a problem you
can help solve!

Low-cost Spay/Neuter
Assistance Programs in
the Northeast Kingdom:

¢ Pope-Memorial Frontier Animal Shelter - Feline Spay/Neuter Clinic:
Monthly/bi-monthly spay/neuter clinic for cats. The $45 fee includes rabies and
distemper vaccinations. Call 334-8197 for appointment.

¢ Northeast Kingdom Spay-Neuter Program: Provides a voucher for a spay/
neuter procedure at a reduced fee for either a cat or a dog in Orleans or Essex
counties, for use at participating local veterinarians. For more info, call
334-7393-

* Vermont Spay Neuter Incentive Program is available to help Vermonters
unable to afford the cost of spaying/neutering cats & dogs for which they
provide care. Send a SASE (self addressed stamped envelope) to: VSNIP, P.O.
Box 104, Bridgewater, VT 05034 for an application.

¢ Felines & Friends Foundation: Provides spay/neuter assistance for barn cats,
unowned, or loosely owned cats. More info at FFFVT.org or call 323-4793.

¢ VT-CAN! is a stationary, reduced-cost, high-quality, high-volume spay/neuter
clinic located in Middlesex, Vermont. More info at http://vt-can.org. You can
also e-mail info@vt-can.org or call 223-0034.

¢ Providing Ethical Treatment for Strays (P.E.T.S.) of the Kingdom: Focuses
on animal cruelty investigation and other animal welfare issues. More info at
petsofthekingdom.weebly.com or 673-3791.

c‘squm ]
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= MISSISQUOI VALLEY

- TACK SHOP

Our tack shop is full service and
has something for everyone.
There is a large consignment area,
that has lots of good deals. We
have English, Western, and
Australian boots. We carry well-

known lines like Toklat, Myler :
bits, Cavallo simple boots and saddles from Big Horn,
Simco, Longhorn and Silver Royal. We have belts, hats,
boots, shirts, jewelry, stable supplies, and
Wendal herbs. We pride ourselves in trying
to have a little bit
of most everything.
If we don't have

“esy rian C¢

for you.

1877 VT Rte. 105, Newport, VT ¢ 334-8560
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-6 * Accepting MasterCard ‘R Visa.
mvarabians@hotmail.com * www.mvarabians.com

The Northeast Kingdom'’s
Premier Pet Boarding,
Grooming & Daycare Provider

567 Sias Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
Call today: (802) 334-7005
www.OasisPetResort.com

State-of-the-art Facility

Comfortable Dog Suites

Private & Secluded Cattery

Professional Grooming & Bathing
Outdoor Exercise Yard & Large Dog Park
Our Store Features Wellness™,
ProNature™, Lupine™ & more

Same owner, same location for 40 years!

| We invite you to check out our facebook page

._' at www.facebook.com/oasispetresort

NEWPOI‘t
Vetermary Hospital

b,

(-
4y

s (P ERIGE

246 VT Route 105, Newport, VT
(802) 334-2655

~Specializing in Compassionate, Quality Care ~

Offering: Preventive Care, Diagnostic Medicine, Surgery,
Dental Procedures, Behavior & Training, and Boarding.

‘ ECTO

Consultations & second opinions welcomed!

We carry .
i s BRAVECTO We now have & "@
D EE " fordogsa BRAVECTO _ .
it yummy chew for for cats, a topical ~ SRAVECTO = m
fii up to 12 weeks 3month flea & s
lag of flea & tick tick medication Ko o
‘|‘ p T3 prevention. for cats. —— S |
- =SS PURINA
WE vETERINARY DOG&

CARRY DIETS CAT FOOD
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Help Wanted

AUTO DETAILER

Full time position with benefits

c?lmii;u"‘k W ors
154 East Main Street T 334_5044

Newport, VT 05855

COVENTRY VILLAGE SCHOOL
COVENTRY, VT

MATH AND/OR LITERACY INTERVENTIONIST - 50%

IMMEDIATE VACANCY
2016-2017 School Year

Coventry Village School is looking for someone with a heart for
students, who is knowledgeable in mathematical and/or literacy
concepts, to work collaboratively with the teaching staff to offer
additional support to the student population. We welcome team
players who want to work hard and contribute positively to the lives
of young people. Schedule is 4 hours a day, school session.

Salary & Benefits: As per Teacher’s Negotiated Agreement. Must
have or be eligible for appropriate Vermont Elementary Education
or Middle Grades licensure.

Interested candidates must submit letter of interest, resumé listing
three current references (or current letters of reference), copies of
transcripts, and a copy of appropriate Vermont licensure & HQT
paperwork, via: www.Schoolspring.com (preferred), or to:

Matthew Baughman, Principal
Coventry Village School
P.O. Box 92
Coventry, VT 05825
Matthew.baughman@ncsuvt.org

Deadline: Screening will begin immediately & continue until
positions are filled.

Criminal Background & Child Abuse/Neglect Registry Checks are
required.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Delabruere Auto Sales & Service
5602 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT

Service Technician

Experience and your own tools required.
ASE or manufacturer certifications a plus.

Pick up application or drop off resumé to:
Mike Rowell, Service Manager.

No phone calls, please.

Receptionist/OFffice Assistant
Full-time position available for an organized and
dependable person with good phone and customer
service skills, to answer phones, schedule appointments,
receive and maintain inventory, and some sales.
Experience preferred, with knowledge of multi-line phone
system, Internet and e-mail applications, and data entry.

Send resumé to:
Nadeau’s Plumbing & Heating
5086 U.S. Rte. 5
Newport, VT 05855

North Country Union High School
Newport, VT
PRINCIPAL VACANCY
2017-2018 School Year

The North Country Union High School seeks an energetic and passionate
educator with exceptional leadership capacity to serve as principal of their
school-community with approximately 725 students.

The preferred candidate must demonstrate an understanding of current practices
that advance holistic outcomes for student learning. Individuals must have
experience in effectively leading and managing personnel, support systems,
complex change and effectively engaging a school-community. Candidates are
expected to show evidence of successful collaboration, strong communication
skills, continuous personal learning and a learner-centered approach.

Qualifications:
1. Hold a Master’s degree and Vermont Principal’s Certification

three years of classroom experience. Administrative experience preferred.

supervisory responsibilities.

skills.

diverse learners.

work/community based learning.

North Country Union High School Board.

Position Goal: The mission of the North Country Union High School is
achievement through perseverance. The NCUHS Principal will provide the
leadership to establish the necessary culture and practices in order to meet the
educational needs of each learner in accordance with the school mission.

Salary based on experience. Excellent benefit package provided. This is a 260
day contract.

Application Process: Please submit a letter of interest, a resumé listing three
current references (or current letters of reference), transcripts, and copy of
appropriate Vermont license via: www.Schoolspring.com (preferred), or to:
Nancy Griffith: Human Resources Coordinator
North Country Supervisory Union
121 Duchess Avenue, Suite A
Newport, VT 05855
or via e-mail: nancy.griffith@ncsuvt.org.
The screening process will begin January 9, 2017, and continue until the
position is filled. Criminal Background Check and Child Abuse/Neglect
Registry Check required. E.O.E.

WANTED: OWNERS

Be a contributor.
Share in the rewards.
Join the team.

columbia

FOREST PRODUCTS

We are the largest manufacturer of hardwood plywood and veneer in North
America, and are 100% Employee-owned. We have openings in our 3-shift
operation for the following positions:

+ Boiler Operator — 2™ Shift

+ Millwright — 2" Shift

« Electronic Technician — 2nd Shift
+ General Laborers — 2™ Shift

+ General Laborers — 3" Shift

If you work well in a team, and thrive on fast paced work, we'd like to speak with
you.
OUR BENEFITS PACKAGE INCLUDES:
Employee Stock Ownership Plan
Life and AD & D Insurance
Short Term Disability
Medical, Dental, Vision Care
Prescription Drugs
Employee Assistance Program
401-K
Gainsharing
Tuition Reimbursement

Apply online, at www.cfpwood.com/us/career-opportunities

An Equal Opportunity Employer

AUTO
SALESPERSON

WANTED

LIMITLESS EARNING POTENTIAL!!!
e Large inventory to sell from
e Great commission
* Experience preferred,
but will train the right person
Send resumé to:
SALESPERSON, Drawer K, c/o the Chronicle
P.O. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822, or
e-mail to: ads @bartonchronicle.com
(Attn.: Auto salesperson job)

2. Minimum of six years’ experience in secondary public education, with at least
3. Demonstrated knowledge of educational policies, practices and standards;
and federal and state requirements; familiarity with curriculum, instruction
and assessment practices; and demonstrated experience with budgetary and

4. Strong written, inter-personal, communication, technology and collaboration

5. Experience in developing and implementing successful strategies for a
supportive school environment and a multi-tiered system of supports for

6. Experience with current best practices including but not limited to:
proficiency based learning, personalized learning, multiple pathways, and

7. Such alternatives to the above qualifications as deemed acceptable by the

CHARLESTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
West Charleston, VT

Food Service Manager
Immediate Vacancy

The Charleston Elementary School is seeking a food service
manager. The food service manager is responsible for providing and
maintaining a healthy and successful food program within the school
while abiding by all federal, state and local regulations and policies.

Qualifications:

*  Minimum of Associate’s degree or equivalent educational
experience with academic major in specific areas; and at least one
year’s experience in school nutrition programs.

« Computer literate with competencies in spreadsheets and
databases.

e Clear written, oral, inter-personal and communication skills.

« Self-motivated to function efficiently by prioritizing
independently with strong organizational and problem solving
skills.

* Ability to maintain confidentiality is essential as well as having
basic math skills to calculate figures and amounts.

Salary & Benefits: Salary based on experience and benefits per
Support Staff policy.

A detailed job description is available upon request.

Submit letter of interest, and resumé listing 3 references (or 3 current
letters of reference), via: www.Schoolspring.com (preferred), or to:
Jessica Applegate, Principal
255 Center School Road
West Charleston, VT 05872
Jessica.applegate@ncsuvt.org

Deadline: The application screening process will begin immediately
and continue until position is filled.

Criminal Record Background and Child Abuse/Neglect Registry
Checks are required.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

& TAVERN

ISLAND POND - ¥T

Line Cook Needed!

Do you cook a burger that is the talk of every backyard
grilling get-together? Do you have the perfect winter
stew recipe? If your good cooking is your greatest
talent, we want to meet youl!

Please contact 723-9888 or e-mail your resumé to
essexhouseandtavern@gmail.com.

This newly revived historic hotel in Island Pond is
looking for a Line Cook to join our team.

The ideal candidate must have enthusiasm, determination
to succeed and creative flair in the kitchen. Ideally, we are
looking for someone who is excited to cook, inspired by
flavor, and available to start December 16. The role will
involve maintaining standards of hygiene and consistently
assisting to improve standards of food quality.

Requirements:

36-40 hours/week;

Good knowledge of cooking techniques and styles;
Good understanding of food, hygiene, and safety; and
Good verbal and written English.

NORTH COUNTRY UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Newport, VT

IMMEDIATE VACANCIES
PART-TIME MAINTENANCE / GROUNDS ASSISTANTS (2)

NCUHS has immediate openings for two year-round, part-time,
maintenance/grounds assistants to work 20 hours per week. Hours
may vary slightly, such as evenings and weekends as needed.

Requirements include: demonstrate reliability and dependability, be
detail-oriented and able to follow instructions, ability to lift up to 50
pounds, ability to stand for long periods of time, and carry a vacuum
back pack. Must be a team player that works well with others.

A full job description is available upon request.

Interested persons must complete a job application, including prior
employment references, available at the NCUHS main office, or at
NCSU Central Office, and forward it to:
Daniel Pickering
Custodial / Maintenance Supervisor
NCUHS
209 Veterans Avenue
Newport, VT 05855

Salary & Benefits. Salary based on experience. No benefits as this is
a part-time position.

Application Deadline: Application screening process will begin
immediately and continue until position is filled.

Criminal Record Check & Child Abuse/Neglect Registry Check
Required.

Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Birders encouraged to join Christmas Bird Count

This holiday season marks the one hundred
seventeenth annual Audubon Christmas Bird
Count, a tradition among Vermont’s birding
community. Birders in Vermont are encouraged
to participate in the count, which is happening
from December 15 to January 2.

Even novice birdwatchers can participate
because every event is led by an experienced
birder. Organizers and participants include
birders and biologists from Audubon Vermont,
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department, and
many other groups.

“The Christmas Bird Count is a great way to
join with friends and family to be part of an
historic national bird monitoring project that
helps provide a snapshot of where birds are
wintering from year to year,” said John Buck,
wildlife biologist for Vermont Fish and Wildlife.
“Participating in the count can be especially
rewarding during years when there are
irruptions, or mass migrations of an unusual
species to Vermont, such as redpolls or snowy
owls.”

In Vermont, more than a dozen count areas

Rug hooking group
to meet in Troy

People who hook rugs, or who want to learn
the traditional craft, are invited to gather on
second Wednesdays of the month at the Vermont
Quilter’s Schoolhouse, 6529 Route 100 in Troy.
The group will meet from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
beginning December 14. For details or more
information, telephone Carolyn Buttolph of
Vermont Hooked Rugs, at (802) 888-8432 or 730-
3559.

An open sewing circle also meets at the
schoolhouse on Thursdays and Fridays, between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. To learn about the
sewing group or quilting classes, telephone Tina
de la Bruere, owner of Vermont Quilter’s
Schoolhouse, at (802) 744-4023. — submitted by
Carolyn Buttolph.

PROPOSED STATE RULES

By law, public notice of proposed rules must be given by publication
in newspapers of record. The purpose of these notices is to give the
public a chance to respond to the proposals. The public notices for
administrative rules are now also available online at https://secure.
vermont.gov/SOS/rules/. The law requires an agency to hold a
public hearing on a proposed rule, if requested to do so in writing
by 25 persons or an association having at least 25 members.

To make special arrangements for individuals with disabilities or
special needs please call or write the contact person listed below as
soon as possible.

To obtain further information concerning any scheduled hearing(s),
obtain copies of proposed rule(s) or submit comments regarding
proposed rule(s), please call or write the contact person listed
below. You may also submit comments in writing to the Legislative
Committee on Administrative Rules, State House, Montpelier,
Vermont 05602. (802-828-2231).

NOTE: The seven rules below have been promulgated by the
Agency of Human Services who has requested the notices be
combined to facilitate a savings for the agency. When contacting the
agency about these rules please note the title and rule number of
the rule(s) you are interested in.

Dental Services for Beneficiaries Age 21 and Older — Vermont
Proposed Rule: 16P078

Dental Services for Beneficiaries Under Age 21, and Pregnant and
Postpartum Women — Vermont Proposed Rule: 16P079

Orthodontic Treatment — Vermont Proposed Rule: 16P080

Pharmaceutical Manufacturer Fee — Vermont Proposed Rule:
16P081

Chiropractic Services — Vermont Proposed Rule: 16P082

Augmentative Communication Devices and Systems — Vermont
Proposed Rule: 16P083

Medical and Surgical Services of a Dentist — Vermont Proposed
Rule: 16P084

AGENCY: Agency of Human Services

CONCISE SUMMARY: The proposed rules set forth the criteria for

coverage and service delivery for Health Care Administrative Rules

(HCAR). These are amended rules for services under Vermont’s

Medicaid program. The revisions replace Medicaid covered services

rules 7313, 7312, 7701, 7304, 7507, and 7311, as part of the

sequential adoption of Health Care Administrative Rules designed to

improve public accessibility and comprehension of the rules

concerning the operation of Vermont’s Medicaid program.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Ashley Berliner, Agency of

Human Services, 280 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-1000. Tel:

802-578-9305. Fax: 802-241-0450. E-mail: ashley.berliner@vermont.gov.

URL: http://dvha.vermont.gov/budget-legislative.

and dates are available where birders gather
together to conduct the Christmas Bird Count.
The dates and contact information for each event
are listed at vt.audubon.org/audubon-christmas-
bird-count-0.

“The Christmas Bird Count is one of the
longest-running citizen science projects in the
country and possibly in the world,” said Mark
LaBarr, conservation program manager for
Audubon Vermont. “Not only does it provide
important data for scientists, but it’s also a great
time for folks who participate.”

The Christmas Bird Count originated in 1900
with ornithologist Frank Chapman, an officer in
the Audubon Society, who updated what had been
a traditional Christmas morning bird hunt to
include a census of the wintering locations of
various bird species. The count started with just
27 observers and has grown into one of the
largest birding events in the world, with tens of
thousands of people participating every year.

“This is an enjoyable way to spend a winter
day and it’s also a great opportunity to see
different birds and learn more about them,” said

S T&e.
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NOTICE:

! Town of Irasburg 1

I There is an open position I

| on the Select Board. |

I Persons interested in the open position should submit a
letter of interest to the Select Board, either through e-

I mail at: irasburgtc@comcast.net, or by mail to: I
P.0. Box 51, Irasburg, VT 05845, or it can be dropped

I off at the Town Clerk’s Office. I

L I Il I D D D I S S . ‘

Mr. Buck. “It’s also a great opportunity to enjoy
the company of fellow birders, and for birders of
all levels to learn something new.”

An event will be held in Island Pond on
Thursday, December 15. Contact Jayson Benoit
at jayson@northwoodscenter.org. — from
Vermont Fish and Wildlife.

Goodrich forgives
fines during
Christmas

All overdue books or other materials that
are returned to the library from December 12
through January 7 will be exempt from fines.
Now is the time to return any library
materials you may have overlooked around the
house, without a penalty. This is a gift to
everyone from the library.

Please save us the expense of replacing
books, CDs, DVDs, or magazines, by bringing
them back to the library. — from the
Goodrich Memorial Library.

STATE OF VERMONT

SUPERIOR COURT, ORLEANS UNIT

IN RE: ESTATE OF: Margaret Kearney
LATE OF: Westfield, Vermont

PROBATE DIVISION
DOCKET NO.:279-8-16 Ospr

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of Margaret Kearney, late of Westfield.
| have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors
having claims against the decedent or the estate must present their
claims in writing within four (4) months of the publication of this
notice. The claim must be presented to me at the address listed
below with a copy sent to the court. The claim may be barred
forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.
Executor/Administrator:
Jason P. Morrissey, Esq.
Attorney for John Kearney,
Administrator
P.O.Box 14
217 Union St.
Bennington, VT 05201
(802) 442-0400
(802) 442-0404 (fax)
Jason@morrisseywilsonlaw.com

Dated: 12/13/2016.
Name of Publication: the Chronicle
Publication Date: 12/14/16.

State of Vermont
Superior Court

Orleans Probate Division
247 Main Street #1
Newport, VT 05855

NOTICE OF TAX SALE
The resident and non-resident owners, lien holders and
mortgagees of lands in the Village of Barton, in the County of
Orleans and State of Vermont, are hereby notified that the taxes
assessed by Barton Village, Inc. for the year 2015, and
delinquent electric and water and sewer charges in favor of
Barton Village, Inc. remain either in whole or in part unpaid on
the following described land and premises in said town, to wit:

PARCEL NO. 1:
Name of Taxpayer: CHRISTINE BEASLEY
Description of Property
It being all and the whole of the same land and premises
conveyed by Warranty Deed dated May 13, 2004 and recorded
in Book 126, Page 537 of the Town of Barton Land Records
from Michael J. Hunt and Kimberly A. Hunt to James Beasley
and Christine M. Beasley, the interest therein of the said James
Beasley having been decreed unto Christine M. Beasley by
virtue of a Final Order Ancillary to Foreign Divorce issued by
the Vermont Superior Court, Family Division in the matter
entitled Christine Beasley vs. James Beasley, said Order being
dated August 14, 2012 and recorded in Book 164, Pages 205-
206 of the Town of Barton Land Records.
AMOUNT OF TAXES
COLLECTOR'’S FEES, INTEREST AND COSTS

YEAR 2015: $1,112.58

PARCEL NO. 2:

Name of Taxpayer: MICHAEL HEALY and JULIE HEALY

Description of Property

It being all and the same land and premises as conveyed by

Warranty Deed dated November 8, 1989 and recorded in Book

80, Pages 90-91 of the Town of Barton Land Records from Earl

LaClair and Margaret LaClair to Michael Healy and Julie Bean.

AMOUNT OF TAXES

COLLECTOR'’S FEES, INTEREST AND COSTS

YEAR 2015 $1,074.45

2015 - Water AMOUNT OF DELINQUENT WATER
CHARGES, COLLECTOR’S FEES, INTEREST AND COSTS:
$73.51

PARCEL NO. 3:
Name of Taxpayer: SCOTT PRAY and KENDALL OGDEN
Description of Property

It being all and the whole of the same land and premises
conveyed by Warranty Deed dated August 23, 2012 and
recorded in Book 163, Pages 755-756 of the Town of Barton
Land Records from Bruce H. Conley and Janice C. Conley to
Scott A. Pray and Kendell Ogden.
AMOUNT OF TAXES
COLLECTOR'’S FEES, INTEREST AND COSTS
YEAR 2015 $ 356.26

And such lands and premises will be sold at public auction at the
Barton Town Clerk’s Office in the Village of Barton, Vermont, a
public place within said municipality, on the 18th day of
January, 2017, as per the following schedule:

PARCEL NO. 1 - 10:00 AM., PARCEL NO. 2 - 10:03 A M.,
PARCEL NO. 3 - 10:06 AM.

unless such taxes respectively assessed against the aforesaid
properties, together with costs, interest and fees, shall have been
previously paid.

Pursuant to Title 32, Section 5254 (b), Vermont Statutes
Annotated, an owner of property being sold for taxes may
request in writing, not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to
the tax sale, that only a portion of the property be sold. Such
request must clearly identify the portion of the property to be
sold, and must be accompanied by a certification from the
district environmental commission and the Village of Barton
zoning administrative officer that the portion identified may be
subdivided and meets the minimum lot size requirements. In the
event that the portion so identified by the taxpayer cannot be
sold for the amount of the unpaid tax and costs, then the entire
property will be sold to pay such unpaid tax and costs.

Taxpayers are further advised of their right to have a hearing
before the Village of Barton Board for the Abatement of Taxes in
accordance with the provisions of Title 24, Section 1535,
Vermont Statutes Annotated. Taxpayers wishing to have such a
hearing must contact the Clerk of the Village of Barton to
request such a hearing.

Dated at the Village of Barton, Vermont, this 6th day of
December, 2016.
ATTEST: s/a Shelia Martin
Shelia Martin, Tax Collector for the
Village of Barton, Vermont
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Jam session for
Charleston school

There will be a jam session to benefit the
Charleston Elementary School music program on
Friday, December 16, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Musicians, singers, and members of the
community are welcome. There is a $3 suggested
donation, and snacks will be available.

The event will be held at the school on the
Center Road in East Charleston. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. In the event of a cancellation, it will be
announced on WMOO radio and NEKTV.

More information is available online at
www.ces.ncsuvt.org, or by calling 895-2915, 723-

6271, or 723-6038. — submitted by Linda Studer.

complete Detail Special

Includes wash, vacuum, windows,
Armor All, shampoo, and wax.

(Extra for excessively dirty vehicles.)

DeLaBruere’s Beriting

5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT » 334-5028

Specializing in Collision Repair
Free Insurance Estimates
TOM GRAY
ALLEN RABOIN
Tel. 802-334-2255

472 Union St., Newport, VT

Full Auto Services

w7

NAPA Gar & Truck Care Center
24-Hour Mobile

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
TRUCK & WELDING SERVICE
MOTORCYCLE INSPECTIONS

133 Coventry Street, Newport, UT

334-7832

Pager: 742-3363
Dale Mosher

Steve Ellis

Arm your interior with
WeatherTech’

Diamond Dealer
FloorLiner™ DigitalFit®

CUSTOM FLOOR MATS
$10 off! Front Floor Liners - $110

CAR STARTERS
starting at

$269.99

* Graphics

* Auto
Accessories

* Trailer Sales

. Saturday 9-1,
www.autooutfittersvt.com

Closed Sunday.

Remembrance:

A local tree heads to Rockefeller Plaza

The lighting of the Rockefeller Plaza
Christmas tree during Thanksgiving week
attracted widespread media attention. However,
it also brought back memories of the tree cut and
transported to New York City from the Northeast
Kingdom 59 years ago. The 67 foot white spruce
located on the Maurice Plante farm, six miles east
of Island Pond, was cut down November 27, 1957.
The branches of the tree had been tied, a huge
crane held it upright while Mr. Plante sawed
through the trunk, which was eight feet in
circumference. Lieutenant Governor Robert
Stafford was among the dignitaries on hand. The
Dave Garraway morning TV show filmed the
occasion and followed the truck daily on its route
through Vergennes and down the New York
throughway. It took 20 men a week to decorate
the tree.

The boys at a local summer camp actually
helped to select the tree. During the summer of
1957 a project for the Camp Winape boys at
Seymour Lake was to search for a Christmas tree
that would meet the specifications for the
Rockefeller Center site. Some of these campers
were on hand at the tree lighting on December
12, 1957, along with Chief Ed Kolar and family,
and the Plante family, when Vermont Governor
Joseph Johnson threw the switch. — submitted
by Pat Hunt.
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Photo courtesy of Pat Hunt

BURKE VIEW GARAGE, INC.

Rte. 114, Lyndonville, VT 05851 « (802) 626-3282

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY
CHRISTMAS & SAFE HOLIDAYS!

PRI Y esulo) @iyd] LARRY LEFAIVRE, OWNER

Remote Car Starters

Over 5,000 installed locally.
Quality products and certified
installation. Lifetime warranty.

Models from 800’ to 1 mile range.

SMARTPHONE APP Route 105, Newport,
VT 334-3032

compatible to start -+ d
your car by phone. l&‘ Mml.:ﬁl.u;l?;?;v;:c;n .

w REPAIRS « TRANSMISSIONS « FUEL SYSTEMS « EXHAUST

TAYLOR'S autoMoTIVE, i

334 Barton/Orleans Rd., Barton, VT ¢ 525-3456 * Open Mon.-Fri., 7:30-5:30
All Major & Minor Repairs.
Certified

LECTRICAL « DIAGNOSTICS « TIR

A (/Z/(dﬁmg
Technicians. ehgone a
“You AUTO dafe & hapoy
Try Usln /I&’/(dﬂ(j/
Experienced R—
@ Transmission Work! SLorCareCenter

SAIVdId INIDNT » S1NYLS « ONIATIN

E
[

WE TAKE ALL RECYCLED OILS —

Bl

When you Search & Compare
Local Cars Online at...

AUTO802 ...

CR TEAU’

Since 1948

This year, stuif that stocking _ 3% o
with a giit certificate from = 9% ®
Croteau’s for:

- Gas - Towing
- Full-service
- Auto & Truck Repairs

\PPING
SS‘—\\JPP\_\ES

(802) 754-6920

k View Garage

|’3r A Total Service Garage] g
WE HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES!

* On-the-Farm Tractor  Twine & Wrap

& Skidder Tire e Two- & Four-Wheel
Repairs Alignments

* Batteries * 24-Hour Towing

Route 5, Barton-Orleans Rd. * 754-8556

* Nokia Tires * Bridgestone Tires * Firestone Tires

Tire & Auto Service
766-8092

3588 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829
www.vianor.com

RUSSELL'S SERVICE

56 Industrial Park Lane, Orleans (one mile south of Orleans)
754-6670 ¢ Kevin Russell, Manager
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8-5

ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS

Mai
Walker & Nel‘ilg;r
Guaranteed Repairs
MUFFLERS .
We Service
e ABS Brakes.
Tl res We sell
Interstate
SPECIAL PRICES Batteries!
ON SHOCKS & VERMONT INSPECTION
STRUTS STATION - Time for #12
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AUTO SECTION

_!'_' vl . Pom
& - = '

arl's Equipment, i

US;? CARS & TRUCKS BOUGHT & SOLP
53 MANY VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM!  ‘¥ta 2533
’\é‘ ' Full-service Automotive Needs: 3
* Brakes ® Engine Repair

For sales, call “Buzz” T i .
802) 525-3662 ¢ lires ¢ Liagnosis
(602) e Exhaust e Struts/Shocks

carisequipmentinc.com

704 Main Street, P.O. Box 294, Barton, VT 05822
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Closed Sunday.

Vermont

Inspection
_ #1212 Due. _<

AN

REENSBORO

AUTO REPAIRS - CAR RENTALS
No job too big or too small for our qualified technicians.
Imported cars are NOT foreign to us.

We also work on domestic vehicles.

7~  FULL COLLISION REPAIRS AVAILABLE WITH FREE ESTIMATES!

802-533-7007 - www.greensborogarage.com

ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SOUTHERN!

“Celebrating over 35 years in business.”

Peter Fecteau, Owner
2182 VT Rte. 15 East, Morrisville, VT

) Phone: 802-888-3937
Yy Ca s 0?02 & o o
ke still mean 5°° riverviewgarage.com
2004 - 1993
Chrysler ) Chevrolet
N PT Cruiser Lumina
No rust, No rust,
runs great. runs great.
2006 Chevy 2007 Toyota
Silverado Tundra

Double cab, 4x4,
FL truck, no rust.

Extra cab,
4X4,
# includes cap.

$10,000 $17,000

6 month limited power-train warranty on most vehicles $6,000 or more.

103 Breezy Avenue, Greensboro, Vermont 05841
Monday—Friday, 8—5 » Closed Saturday & Sunday.

PO SN Oy T U [T GG
LRI R *A.l»i*yf 2

: Ry A
'3 NO CREDIT?
" BAD CREDIT?

. NO PROBLEM

WE CAN HELP!

AS ALWAYS, KEY AUTO
SELLS FOR LESS!

Complete Automotive
Service Center
Including Discount
Tires & Reconditioning.

VT INSPECTION STATION.

Located across from
Bond Auto Parts.

toll free

888-707-8579

94 Community Drive g
Derby, VT

S ,;‘\\.ij -
| =R A

- W
A

Where you deal with the owners!

SR B PIGHTON GARAGE. INC.

L ——

S Island Pond, VT - 723-4455 - 800-750-2425

e — www.brightongarage.com » Mon.—Sat. 8-5, Sun. 8-3
2016 JEEP PATRIOT - 4X4, wagon, Sport, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D, blue, 16K .............. $18,995.
2014 CHEVY EQUINOX LS - 4 dr. wagon, 4X4, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D ................... $16,995.
2013 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr., sedan, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D, white . .................. $13,995.
2013 CHEVY CRUZE 11T - 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D, remote start, pewter, 18K .................... $13,995.
2011 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 - 3/4 ton, X-cab, 4X4, pickup, V8, 6.0, Z-71, auto., p.win./lks., p. seafs,

cruise, (D, towing, bedliner, aluminum rims, 44K, silver ........ .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. $25,995.
2011 CHEVY EQUINOX LT - 4 dr., wagon, 4X4, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D, touring ............ $15,995.
2011 FORD RANGER SPORT - ext. cab, 4X4 pickup, 6 cyl., (D, auto., p. win./lks., cruise ............... $13,995.
2011 CHEVY IMPALA LT - 4 dr., sedan, 6 cyl., auto., air, cruise, p. win./lks. . ........................ S$11,995.
2010 CHEVY COBALT LS - 2 dr., 4 cyl., auto., spoiler, (D, blve ............ ... ... ... ........... $5,595.
2010 CHEVY HHR - 4 dr., wagon, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D ............................. $7,995.
2009 CHEVY EQUINOX LT - AWD, 4 dr., wagon, 6 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., cruise, (D ................... $8,995.
2009 HYUNDAI SONOTA GLS - 4 dr., sedan, 4 cyl., p. win./lks., cruise, blue, 60K miles ................ $8,995.
2009 CHEVY COBALT LT - 4 cyl., maroon, 4 dr., auto., p.win./lks. ......... .. ... ... .. ........... $6,495.
2008 CHEVY COBALT LT - 4 cyl., auto., p. win./lks., spoiler, silver ................................ $6,095.
2008 BUICK LUCERNE - 4 dr., sedan, CXL, leather, p. seats, 6 cyl., auto., air, cruise, p. win./lks., (D ....... $10,995.
2007 KIARIO - 4 dr. sedan, 5 spd., air, (D, black ........ ... ... ... ..l $5,995
2006 CHEVY SILVERADO - reg. cab, 4X4, 6 ft. body, V8, auto., air, fowing, bedliner ................... $8,995.
2006 PONTIAC G6 - 4 dr., sedan, auto., air, (D, sunroof, spoiler ................................. $6,395.
2006 JEEP LIBERTY - 4X4, 6 cyl., auto., air, (D, cruise, p. win./lks., alum. rims, 94K miles ............. $8,095.
2005 PONTIAC VIBE - 4 dr., wagon, AWD, 4 cyl., auto., p. win./Iks., cruise, (D, sunroof ................ $6,995.
2005 CHEVY AVEO - 4 cyl., 5spd., 35K, oneowner..................ooiuiiiiiiiiaaannnn.. $4,995.
2004 CHEVY SILVERADO Z71 - ext. cab, 4X4, p. win./lks., cruise, V8, 5.3, black, tonneau cover . ........ $12,995.
2004 CHEVY CAVALIER - 4 dr., 4 cyl,, auto,, p.win./lks., 78K ... ... ... .. .. ... ... ........... $3,595.
2003 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr. sedan, sunroof, air, (D, 6 cyl., p.win./lks. .............................. $4,595.
2002 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA - 4 dr., 4WD, p. win./lks., cruise, (D, maroon . ........................ $5,995.
2001 SUBARU IMPREZA - 4 dr., hatch, 4 cyl., AWD, blue . ........... ... ... ... ... ... ......... $4,995.

Call James at

Guaranteed 334.3004

Credit Approval

with the following: Route 105
Pay stub from the last 30 days or

an SSI SSD award letter, proof Newport, VT
of residency (electric, cable, or .
cell phone bill preferred), Mo:lgrlljléss

and driver’s license and

. . . Sat. 9-1. Closed Sun.
insurance information.

Black, with tan leather interior, CVT auto., 3.5L
V6, 83,320 miles. Stk. #C743.

Silver, with black cloth interior, auto., 1.4L 4
cyl.,, TURBO, 14,438 miles. Stk. #(784.

Find us on Facebook!
FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

e 4-wheel alignments
e Oil changes

INSPECTION - Major overhauls INSPECTION
e Tires for sale
L0 Now e Mount & balance ohE NEwT

e Shocks, struts, brakes

“You name it, we do it.”
SERVICE PHONE: 334-1812

Jjames@royersautosales.net ® www.royersautosales.net
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Sales & Service My
Christmas!

292 Shattuck Hill Rd.
Derby, VT

(802) 487-9206

We offer financing
to qualified buyers!

CARFAX dealer.

RVICE &
GENERAL
REPI\\RS‘

2011 TOYOTA TACOMA 4X4
V6, 4 dr., access

cab, 6.1 ft. short ;

bed, manual trans.,

clean, new winter

tires, 80,000 miles. |

#201687.

CALL FOR PRICE

2013 DODGE RAM 1500 4X4
Laramie, 4 dr., crew p

cab, 5.5 ft. short

bed, 50,437 miles,

heated/cooled

seats, leather,

sunroof, everything!

#201647. ;

CALL FOR PRICE

2009 FORD F150 XLT
4X4, 4 dr., Super Cab, 1
short bed, power |
everything, bedliner,

running boards, new

studded winter tires.

100,000 miles.

#201405.

SALE PRICE: $15,900

2008 GMC SIERRA 1500
4WD work truck, 2 B r
dr., reg. cab, long ;

bed, clean, new

undercoating & new ¥

brakes. 78,631

miles. #201684.

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4
4 dr., crew cab, 6.5 B T
ft. short bed, just
= like new with only
i | 4,835 miles, V8, lots
P’ | of comfort & style.
{ | #201653.

SALE PRICE: 530 999

2011 CHEVY COLORADO 4X4
LT, ext. cab, 1

& | owner, very clean

inside and out,

121,000 miles.

#201670.

SALE PRICE: 512,99

2008 NISSAN TITAN LE
4 dr., Crew Cab,
long bed, loaded,
ll | 4X4, leather, power
everything, sunroof,
22 | DVD player, running
boards, 99,000
miles. #201696.

SALE PRICE: $18,500

2011 FORD F150 4X4 XLT
4 dr., Super Crew
Styleside, 6.5 ft. P
short bed, XTR pkg., ks
18” chrome wheels,
®. | new tires, tonneau
£ | cover. 115,000 miles.
5 | #2016112.

SALE PRICE: $18, 500

z;inSrée't,
parton

‘ (Next to Lake
ouse Saloon)

HOU:

' ] -“Q\.k“."'
Q MON.~FRI. 5

b
=FAMILY AUTO:>
‘ 525-1255

Tires! |

GAS PRICESs)

Weevenpu,m,,"or you)

want LESS

than 100 gallons?

NO PROBLEM! .

Delivering heating oil, gasoline, kerosen
on & off road diesel. Bulk deliveries welcom

PRICES‘
l VT Fuel Assistance Dealer.
6%97’ n g p r ebuy p ”ce We install skid tanks, pumps, etc.

)9 ' AUTO REPAIR o SMALL ENGINES o TIRES & PARTS

WE DO ALL MINOR & MAIJOR AUTO REPAIRS!
7 ALL OUR WORK IS GUARANTEED!
IR M SR Y )W Nk G

' _ N S\ i 4

Yeah, we
do that.

You know we repair/rebuild transmissions,
but we also do most regular auto and truck
repair as well. Engines to brakes, radiator to
tail pipe, we’re here to help. Call us.

Leroux Brothers Transmissions

Transmission Specialists * Complete Auto Repair » Used Cars * Free Quotes

1369 Glover Road ¢ Barton, VT 05822
toll-free 1.800.420.4330
local 1.802.525.4330

J/

FREE Flat Screen TV

December Giveaway!Giving away 10 free TVs
to the first 10 vehicles sold in December!

DROP OFF
LOCATION FOR

 Toys For Kids

3760 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT

802-766-2100

rightwheelsvt.net
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-4.

Wheels

Wwoﬁh onéﬁw

FREE 250 VISR
GIFT GARD

with every used vehicle
purchased Dec. 1—23 2016!

2012 KIA SEIIONA VAN

V6, auto., loaded, black. j;fv
SALE! °9,988 y

BUY for only 160/month 5
and get a FREE $250 VISA GIFT CARD!

2012 HONDA BI\IIG EX

: 4 cyl., auto., i:wr sunroof, loaded, red. f
- SALET*9,988 &%
= BUY for only s16“/month o
" and get a FREE $250 VISA GIFT CARD!

2010 FORD F130 lll(ll

Super Crew, Lariat,V8, auto,, leather, loaded.

ALE! *18,988

BUY for only s338/month 5
and get a FREE $250 VISA GIFT CARD!

2012 vehicles: 72 months at 4.99%; 2010 vehicle: 66 months at 5.99%. Tax, title, and registration extra. Subject to credit application
approval. Minimum purchase price $5,000. Does not apply to previously quoted deals. Offer good December 1-23, 2016.

Auto Sal
DelaBruere’s s Senic:"

Sales Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-4. QUALITY
www.delabruere.com &3 VI [PaRTs
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Hayes Ford and Vista team up
to deliver Thanksglvmg meals

Vista teamed up with Hayes Ford in Newport and delivered 53 complete Thanksgiving meals including turkeys,
stuffing, gravy, vegetables, cranberry sauce, and potatoes to local churches and organizations for local families in
need. Pictured above, left to right, are: Marcel Maclure, grocery manager at Vista; Jessica Judd from Hayes Ford;

and meat manager Mike Owen.

Photo courtesy of Hayes Ford

Derby church welcomes Pastor Haddad

Mike Haddad is the new pastor of Derby
Community Church and his first Sunday as
pastor will be December 18.

Pastor Haddad is married to Norma, and
together they have two children — Isabelle who is
19 months old, and a new baby on the way who
could be born any day now.

Pastor Haddad grew up in Foxboro,
Massachusetts, the home of the Patriots, and yes,
he is a Patriots fan. Mrs. Haddad grew up in
Sheldon, and so the pastor has grown to love
Vermont as he has spent much time here with his
wife. Both attended undergraduate school at
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago before moving
back to Massachusetts to do ministry in New
England. Pastor Haddad has spent the past two
years as a youth pastor at a church north of
Boston while working towards a master’s degree

LOOKING FOR USED OIL.
FREE JUNK (AR RENOVAL

WE SELL USED (AR,

Orleans County
Call Bub: Home 525-3228 « Garage 525-6520 « Cell 673-9078

Looking for new or used

TIRES &

We take trades! Many vehicles to choose from!
NOW OFFERING FINANCING.
* VT State Inspection Station «

Servicing Foreign & Domestic

MORRISVILLE USED AUTO

Used cars & trucks « Also, parts for all ages. g
Antique cars bought & sold.

535 VT Rte. 15, Morrisville, VT
Chrissy, 802-888-4981
i -t No Sunday calls, please.

Come check out the vehicles at Morrisville Used Auto!
Closed Wednesdays and weekends. Call for after hour appointments.

at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.

Now he and his family are eager to move up
to Derby and to do ministry with the Derby
Community Church. Pastor Haddad looks
forward to getting out and about and becoming a
part of the local community. He and his family
love the outdoors, hiking, cross-country skiing,
and fishing. The family can often be found at the
library flipping through books or going for long
walks. The Derby Community Church

encourages people to stop by any Sunday morning
at 10:30 a.m. and say hi to the new pastor, his
family, and their new baby.

For more information on the church, visit its
newly renovated website at
http://www.derbycommunitychurch.com/. — from
the Derby Community Church.

NEW &

X 7 C
REBUILT Star. te’%hop

UNITS 536 Highland Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
AVAILABLE.  Starters, Generators & Alternators Repaired

® Trucks
e Tractors
e Interstate

Batteries

Certified Serwce

Your Local Authorized
GM Service Department

$24°
5 at. OIL CHANGE

Excluding diesel & synthetic oil

*35

VT STATE INSPECTION

Time for #12!

DeLaBruere’s 3140 ates

Al TOTAL SERVICE & MORE!

5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT * 334-5028 G

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sai 8-4, service 8-12; Sun. 9-3. QUALITY
CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS! PARTS

ibig
deal!

at Northpoint
in Derby, VT

Visual inspection of major components,
belts, hoses, lights, tires, brakes, wipers
and filters, test battery, coolant protec-

Winterization Check Up
tion, and top off all fluids and adjust tire

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
: pressures, and test A/Coutput temp,
1
1
[ 5

Withthis coupon. Availableon mnxt[ﬂ[x&hght frgls,  exterfor wash and quick vacuum.
Exprs 1/31/16 Clip& Save! —//,

Lube, Oil & Filter Service

1
1
| - REPLACE OIL
- 95 » REPLACE FILTER
: « LUBE CHASSIS
! - CHECK ALL FLUIDS
1
1

Withthis coupon. Available on most mn&hght trucks. Up o5t
SW30 ol synthetics & diesels extra. 12/31/16

1
1
1
1
I:
1
1
1
|
|
I
I
1
1
1
1
=]
1S
| 4
12
I.—

| L

1
P .k.'d\Q \

P ———————— ———— —
1 -

I VT State Inspection

[

! =
[ =
1 &
1 <t
I 3
[ >
1 Withthiscoupon. Available on most [arx&hght fiucks.

:_ Expires T2/31/16 Clip & Save!

4 Tire Mount & Balance

1
1
1
: Don’t wait!
1
1
1
1
1
1

1

I

[

I

Swapovertoyour ;

winter tires before ;

I

Hith this coupon. Available on most [ﬂlS&llgh trucks. 1
Expires 12/31/16 1

the snow flies!

. 802 334 6523 A DIVISION OF mg;\grﬁ
Now offering...

PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR

Many vehicles today use a modern automotive paint
that is much more resilient. Let us repair your unsightly
dents without the high cost of paint repairs! This month:

SAVE10% WITHTHIS AD!

10% off paintless dent repair through 12/31
only at Northpoint Auto Body in Derby!

" ﬂWﬁﬂV@%@@%@
e ORVHPPOINY

CHRYSLEIRR DDDE#/

Jeep

_SERVICE CENTER

Derby Road, Derby, VT
Call1.866.765.6370

OPEN Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
SATURDAYS! 8am-3pm

Schedule yourappoir]tment online:
www.northpointvt.com
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NEED A GIFT IDEA? HOW ABOUT

DOWNTOWN DOLLARS

Buy gift certificates to Be used at participating -
downtown busmesses in Newport City. -

$5.00 5 $20.00

Denominations available
............ e
Downtown Dollars can be purchased at the downtown location of
Community National Bank, located at 100 Main Street, Newport.

Amber Dale Salon ¢+ City Cinema ¢ Contour Studios * Earth 2 Comic Shop * Ewe-forium Yarn Shop
The Front Desk ¢ Great Outdoors * La Petite Brocante ¢ Lapierre Home Decorating
MAC Center for the Arts « Moore’s Dry Cleaning * My Salon and Spa
Needleman’s Bridal and Formal * Nevermore Books * Newport Jewelers * Newport Natural Market
Northeast Kingdom Tasting Center (Butternut Mountain Maple, Jocelyn and Cinta’s Bake Shop, Eden’s
Tasting Bar) * The Pick and Shovel * Planet Video ¢ RadiioShadk® « Shops at the Eastside
Sugar Mountain Fudge and Candy Shoppe ¢ UPS Store * Wider Than the Sky

| Downtown Dollars is brought to you by the Newport City Renaissance Corporation
1 Sponsored by Pomerleau Real Estate

~ For more information:
www.DiscoverNewportVT.com

" or 802-334-0599

Prepare animals for winter

by M. Kathleen Shaw, DVM
Vermont Veterinary Medical
Association

It’s time to think about things
you can do to help outside animals
be prepared for winter. If large
animals are kept outside, check
fencing to make sure posts and
boards are secure, especially where
snow drifts form. The animals must
have the ability to get out of the
wind, rain, and snow. A run-in shed
with the open end facing away from
the winter wind is best. Make sure
that mineral and salt blocks are not
covered in snow.

Keep paths free of slippery mud,
snow, and ice; a broken leg in a
large animal can have disastrous
consequences. Have a plan to
provide fresh water to your outside
animals and to keep it from
freezing. Livestock drink less when
1t 1s cold out. You can increase the
amount of water that your animals
drink in cold weather by heating the
water and this effect is particularly
notable in goats.

It 1s critical to address
nutritional needs in the winter.
Talk to a veterinarian who can help
formulate a feeding plan for outside
animals. They have training in
nutrition and are familiar with the
health and nutritional needs of
livestock. In general, using high-
quality hay is the best way to keep
most farm animals warm in the
winter. Hay keeps horses and
ruminants warm: heat is produced

as the bacteria in their intestinal
tract ferment it. (Grains are more
efficient feeds and affect less heat
loss from the gut which means less
heat for the animal.)

One of the important things in
winter 1s to regularly put hands on
the animals. It is impossible to tell
how they are doing just by looking
at them. By rubbing hands on a
horse’s ribs, and on top lines for
small ruminants and camelids one
can check for prominent ribs or
vertebrae that signal weight loss.
Also, make sure the animals’ coats
are free of manure and mud. Mud
and manure in the fur prevent the
longer, coarser winter coats from
retaining heat.

Talk to a veterinarian about
deworming the animals before
winter. They should check a horse’s
teeth for hooks or points. These can
cause pain, dropping food, and
weight loss. Make sure the animals
are up to date on vaccines, too.

Don’t forget barn cats and dogs.
They need fresh water, too. A place
for them to sleep that is enclosed
(even in the barn) will help them to
retain body heat. Bigger is not
better — at least when it comes to
doghouses. A smaller house is
better, as it helps keep the heat in.
The barn may keep the wind and
snow out, but it’s still cold in there
for smaller barn animals.

For advice on keeping animals
healthy and warm this winter, talk
to a veterinarian. Vets cann offer
advice on how to prevent trouble.

Get great deals on green gifts this season.

Find a local retailer
near you by visiting
efficiencyvermont.com
or call 888-921-5990.

Nest, Ecobee & Honeywell

Smart Thermostats
up to

5150 off

*Offers are subject to rebate eligibility. Thermostat offer is
not currently available for Vermont Gas customers.

Ethcienc

Verm

rmont

ENERGY STAR

ENERGY STAR® LED
light bulbs starting at

$195
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