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by Elizabeth Trail

About 50 people were at Lake Region Union
High School Tuesday night to hear a presentation
by Nicole Mace of the Vermont School Board
Association about Act 46, the school district
consolidation law the Legislature passed two
years ago.

Since Act 46 went into effect, districts around
the state have been struggling to understand the

implications of the law.  
“I have no personal position on this law,” Ms.

Mace said. 
Her job, she said, was simply to explain what

Act 46 means for residents of the Orleans Central
Supervisory Union (OCSU).  

But the bottom line of Ms. Mace’s
presentation is that Act 46 is now the law, and
there are few options for districts that don’t
consolidate.  

The biggest change in the law is that it will
no longer be necessary for all towns in a proposed
consolidated district to vote to approve it.  A
majority vote will do it. 

The ones that vote for consolidation will be
allowed to form a district, even if it’s smaller than
the 900 students otherwise required under the
latest Act 46 rules. 

The districts that reject a merger will be
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Columbia Forest
Products, along with several other
manufactures of hardwood plywood,
scored a preliminary victory in an
international trade case that could
mean as many as 70 new jobs at the
company’s Newport veneer mill.

The Coalition for Fair Trade in
Hardwood Plywood, which includes
Columbia and five other producers,
filed complaints with the U.S.
International Trade Commission
(ITC) and the Department of
Commerce Enforcement and
Compliance arm, in November.  

The group complained that
Chinese manufacturers have been
dumping their products in the U.S.
and get unfair support from the
Chinese government.

The coalition tried to get the
commerce department to slap
penalties on Chinese plywood in
2012.  That effort ended in failure
when the ITC ruled against the
domestic producers.

Dumping can mean either that
an imported product sells in the
U.S. for less than it does in the
producer’s home country, or that it
is sold for less than it costs to make
the product.

Gary Gillespie, Columbia’s
executive vice-president for
Canadian Plywood and Decorative
Veneer Operations, spoke about the
case in an interview on April 22.

“We’re just looking for a level
playing field,” Mr. Gillespie said,
explaining the goals of the complaint.

Chinese imports currently make
up 60 percent of the hardwood
plywood sold in the U.S., he said.

U.S. companies have steadily
been losing market share since the
recession of 2008, Mr. Gillespie said.
The market has recovered and
grown since the recession, but U.S.
plywood makers have not enjoyed
the benefit of that growth, he said.

The plywood business
rebounded somewhat in 2015, but it

Trade case could lead to
more jobs at Columbia

(Continued on page twenty-four.)

Steelheads on the move

by Tena Starr 

BARTON — Some may not
remember when there were fierce
competitions at the ball fields at the
Orleans County Fairgrounds, or
knew there were ball fields there at
all.  But years ago, they were busy
places.  In fact, according to old
Orleans County Monitors, ballgames
were a regular feature of the fair, as
well as a lively summertime
occupation between organized
teams. 

Now there’s an effort to revive
and recondition those fields, which
are more than 100 years old, adding
backstops, dugouts, plus lights on

one of them for night games.  
Dan Perron is a fair director;

he’s also vice-president of the
Orleans County Cal Ripkin chapter,
a man who is deeply immersed in
youth baseball, as well as softball.
He’s spearheading the effort to
rejuvenate the fields and has helped
to start a fund-raising drive to pay
for upcoming improvements. 

Over the next weeks, expect to
see “baseball cards” in local stores.
They can be bought for a dollar
each, and the money will go to
finishing the fields.  

Mr. Perron has done

(Continued on page thirty-two.)

Fund-raiser would revive
fairgrounds ball fields

Home, Building,
and Real Estate
Supplement.
Section C

Rep. Welch 
visits Newport,

Derby.
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Act 46

Few options for districts that don’t merge

by Elizabeth Trail

BARTON — Sharon Bickford of
Barton was on Facebook one
evening last week when her
computer screen suddenly froze.  A
window popped up, flashing an
ominous warning — her computer
was under a virus attack, and had
been frozen to protect her files.  

That’s the first step in a scam

that’s been happening to a lot of
people lately.  It happened to me
twice in the week before Ms.
Bickford called the Chronicle with
her story. 

In fact, it’s happened so often
lately that the State Police put out
a bulletin last week warning people
about tech support scams. 

The popup message on Ms.
Bickford’s computer told her to call
a toll-free number immediately so
that a technician could remove the
infected files and restore her
computer. 

“It was completely frozen,” Ms.

Beware of costly
Facebook pop-up scam

(Continued on page twenty-six.)

(Continued on page twenty-two. )

April showers have the Clyde River roaring, but the steelhead trout are
undeterred.  This fish was seen Monday as it leapt through the torrent on the way
to its spawning grounds upstream.  Unlike most fish, these steelheads head back
down to Lake Memphremagog afterwards and will make the arduous swim again
next year.                                                                         Photo by Joseph Gresser



The Lake Region Union High School music
department will host its annual spring choral
concert on Thursday, April 27, at 7 p.m., at the
Barton United Church. 

Lake Region’s chorus, select chorus, baritone
ensemble, and treble ensemble will be
performing, as well as duets and soloists.
Selections include several madrigals:  “All Ye
Who Music Love,” “The Lark,” “O Mistress Mine,”
as well as folk music selections from Bosnia,
Newfoundland, Ireland, Bolivia, and Scotland.

Mozart’s “Ricevete,” and “Kyrie” (theme by
Antonin Dvorak) and the popular gospel song,
“River in Judea,” will also be performed.  Sara
Doncaster is the musical director, and the
accompanist will be Mark Violette.  Senior April
Streeter and junior Emma Strange will also each
conduct one piece.  Admission is free, but
donations will be accepted to benefit the music
activities fund.  For more information, call 754-
2500, extension 219.  — submitted by Sara
Doncaster.

It moose be spring

Friday, April 14, was a lovely day in Jay, and this moose apparently found it an ideal afternoon for a stroll along
Route 242 just east of the village.  Photo by Joseph Gresser

Lake Region to host choral concert

Card of Thanks
The Orleans Snowstormers 
trail system is CLOSED
for the season. We wish to
THANK all landowners
for their generosity and
understanding in allowing us to
maintain this section of VAST trails. We wish to remind
everyone that these trails are for snowmobiling ONLY,
and the use by ATV or other wheeled vehicles without
landowner’s consent, is a violation of state law and
subject to fines and penalties. PLEASE help us protect
our trails for future use by respecting our landowners!
THANK YOU! – ORLEANS SNOWSTORMERS CLUB

To our clients who loyally come back
year after year. We will be taking a
short break, but will be back to our
off-season hours beginning May 1.

Look to us for your expanded business
and personal needs.

PAT HUNT, INC.
Hunt’s Tax Service

375 East Main St. • Newport, Vermont
(802) 334-8322

615 East Main St., Newport, VT 05855
802-525-3550 or 1-800-604-9822

www.thompsonvt.com
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Those new or aging into Medicare
are cordially invited to attend this
FREE informative seminar. Light
refreshments will be served. Our
Medicare experts will be happy to
answer your questions.

Friday, May 5th
Two times: 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Please RSVP to 525-3550 as seating is limited.

Topics include:
• Medicare & work: Should you

enroll if you continue to work
• How to enroll in Medicare
• Understanding the different parts

of Medicare
• An overview of plans offered to

Medicare beneficiaries

Waterfront Plaza, Newport • 334-2610
www.CityCinemaNewport.com 

Wednesday is
date night! All

seats only $5.50

Booster seats for kids!

Playing Fri., April 28th –Weds., May 3rd
• The Fate of the Furious (PG13) - 6:00 & 8:50*

Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 12:00 & 3:00
• The Zookeeper’s Wife (PG13) - 6:10 & 9:00*

Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 12:30 & 3:15
• Going in Style (PG13) - 6:20 & 9:00*
• Smurfs: The Lost Village (PG) - 

Sat. & Sun. Matinees: 1:00 & 3:30

*Late shows on Friday & Saturday only.

Special 
pre-screening

of Guardians of
the Galaxy Vol.

2 (PG13) on
Thurs., May 4, 

at 7 p.m.

Page Two the Chronicle, April 26, 2017

the Chronicle

INDEX
Crossword Puzzle ..........................................15
Kids’ Corner ................................................12B
Kingdom Calendar .................................8B-13B
Letters to the Editor ....................................4-7
Obituaries ................................................4B-6B
Perimeter ......................................................3B
Ruminations..................................................2B
Sports ............................................................16
Sudoku Puzzle .................................................7

Advertising Sections
Auctions.........................................................26
Auto..........................................................28-31
Building Trades ........................................8C-9C
Classified Ads .......................................14B-15B
Gardening......................................................19
Hair................................................................22
Jobs ..........................................................24-25
Pets................................................................23
Real Estate..........................................Section C 
Restaurants & Entertainment................9B-11B



SeState Police have reported recent
burglaries in Barton and Derby, as well as an
attempted break-in in Troy, and vandalism in
Craftsbury. 

Earlier this month, multiple cottages on the
Pageant Park Road near Crystal Lake in Barton
were broken into and goods were stolen, Trooper
Mark Pohlman said in a press release.  He said
an initial report of a burglary was made on April
11, but investigation revealed that more than one
camp had been entered.  

The items stolen included fishing poles, tackle
boxes, and assorted sporting goods, Trooper
Pohlman said. 

Last week, Craig Willis of Derby told State
Police that someone had come into his garage and
stolen his Honda 2000 generator.  Mr. Willis told
Trooper Joshua Mikkola that the generator is red
and about ten years old. 

On Saturday morning at about 8 a.m. State
Police responded to a report of vandalism and
attempted entry at the Junction 101 Restaurant
in Troy Village.  

The offender couldn’t get into the building,
but did damage the property, Trooper Calvin
Burns said in a press release.  He said that
photos were taken, and DNA evidence was
obtained from the scene.  

On April 19, Everett Demeritt of Craftsbury
told State Police about a damaged farm field.  It
appeared that a vehicle had done several
doughnuts in the field at the corner of Demeritt
Road and the Hatch Brook Road on the night of

April 17, Trooper Mikkola said in a press release.  
Anyone with information about the above

incidents is asked to call State Police in Derby at
334-8881.  

Willoughby incident put to rest

Although State Police and the Orleans
County Sheriff’s Department say they have
received several recent complaints of suspicious
or lewd behavior in the area of Willoughby Lake’s
South Beach in Westmore, at least one of those
incidents appears to have been put to rest. 

On April 18, State Police issued a press
release saying they were seeking information
about a man who had asked a juvenile a series of
questions, “then approached her with his pants
off, exposing himself.  “The juvenile ran and hid,
and the male appeared to check around the area
for a period of time,” the State Police press
release says. 

A subsequent press release, issued April 21
by Trooper Daniel Lynch, says, “All parties
involved have been interviewed and the case has
been reviewed.  No charges have been filed, and
no criminal conduct or activity has been found.
This case is now closed and is no longer under
investigation. 

“No danger to the public has been found in
relation to this incident, and this incident does
not appear to be related to any others which may
have been reported in the area.” 

March State Department of Labor figures for
the Derby labor market area show fewer people
were in the workforce and not as many jobs last
month than there were a year earlier.

Nevertheless, the unemployment rate showed
a slight dip, from 7 percent in March of 2016 to
6.9 this March.

In March of 2017 12,700 people were
available to work, and 11,800 folks had jobs,
leaving 900 people unemployed.  A year earlier,
the area’s labor force comprised 12,850.  Of these,
11,950 had work and 900 did not.

The job picture this February showed 12,750
people ready and able to work with 11,850
employed and 900 jobless.  February’s
unemployment rate was 7.2 percent.

State economists do not adjust local
employment figures for seasonal factors.  The
unadjusted statewide rates show a 3.5 percent
unemployment rate for this March, 3.6 percent
for March 2016, and 3.4 percent for February.

When adjusted for seasonal factors the
statewide figure shows the unemployment rate
steady at 3 percent in February and March.  The
rate for March 2016 was 3.3 percent.

For purposes of comparison, the national rate
for March was 4.5 percent.

The Derby area’s 6.9 percent rate was again
the highest among the state’s 19 labor market
areas.  The next highest rate belonged to the
Vermont portion of the Colebrook, New
Hampshire, area, which posted a 6 percent rate.

The Vermont part of the Littleton, New
Hampshire, area was in third place with a 5.5
percent rate, followed at 5.1 percent by the
Morristown-Waterbury area.

The St. Johnsbury area held fifth place with a
4.9 percent rate.

Elsewhere in northern Vermont, Highgate
was in a three-way tie for seventh place with
Bennington and Randolph.  All three areas had
rates of 4.1 percent.

Barre-Montpelier’s rate of 3.6 percent was
enough to earn it a tie with Rutland for eleventh
place.

The Burlington-South Burlington area once
again held honors for the lowest unemployment
rate, but it had to share its laurels with the
White River Junction area.  Both regions boasted
2.6 percent jobless rates. 

The jobless rate
Derby & Vermont

Derby VT

6.9%
7.2% 7.0%

3.6%
3.4%3.5%

Latest
Month

Last
Month

Last
Year

March
’17

Feb.
’17

March
’16

These unemployment rates for Vermont and the
Derby labor market area are from the Vermont
Department of Labor.  They are not seasonally
adjusted.

Police report

Several burglaries reported 

©2017 TrueValue® Company. All rights reserved.

Redeem at:
Lyndonville
Hardware

& J.B. Colton

With Coupon. Limit 5 gallons.
Valid at participating True Value®

stores 3/1/17 - 3/11/17 only.

any gallon of EasyCare®

Ultra Premium or
EasyCare Platinum Paint

Paints ranked by a leading consumer magazine.

Limit 5 gallons. One coupon per household.
Maximum coupon value: $35. Not redeemable for
cash. Not valid with any other offer or gift cards.
Not refundable. Not transferable. Do not duplicate.
Void where prohibited. Customer responsible for
all taxes and fees. See store for details.
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LYNDONVILLE
HARDWARE

Broad St. • Route 5
Lyndonville, VT

Mon.-Sat.7am-5:30pm, Sun. 9am-1pm
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With coupon. Limit 5 gallons. 
Valid at participating 
True Value® stores 
4/19/17–4/30/17.

any gallon
of EasyCare® Ultra Premium, EasyCare Platinum, 

WeatherAll® Ultra Premium, WeatherAll Extreme Paint,
or Woodsman® Stain.
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LYNDONVILLE
HARDWARE

Broad St. • Route 5
Lyndonville, VT

Mon.-Sat.7am-5:30pm, Sun. 9am-1pm

$499 $499 $499
24" Polyethylene
Lawn and Leaf
Rake Rustproof,

Lightweight,
Poly Head.

48" Handle.
5-year
Warranty.
TV#560216

22-Tine
Poly Steel
Leaf Rake
Flexible Steel Tines
Hardwood Handle
Replacement
Handle
5-year
Warranty
TV#433839

3'x50' Black
Landscape
Fabric

1.3 oz. per sq. yd.
10-year Warranty. 
Lets water, air &
nutrients in, helps
maintain soil 
moisture.
TV#184803

  

5357 LAKE ROAD
NEWPORT CTR. VT 05857

5357 LAKE ROAD
NEWPORT CTR. VT 05857

CLIFFHAVENCOMPUTING.COM
INFO@CLIFFHAVENCOMPUTING.COM

802.487.0428802.487.0428

ANNA LEBLANC
MARK PARSONS
ANNA LEBLANC
MARK PARSONS

•DIGITAL SIGNAGE
•NETWORK SECURITY
•POINT OF SALE SYSTEMS
•VIRUS REMOVAL
•NETWORKING
•DATA RECOVERY
•PC TUNE UP
•HARDWARE REPAIR
•SOFTWARE
•OPERATING SYSTEMS
...AND MUCH MORE!

For tech help, call

CLIFF HAVENC O M P U T I N G
A  N  N  A  L E B L A N C

5   3   5   7   L   LA   K   E   RO  ROA  OA  D
N    EW    W    P    O    RT   RT    C    CT    TR    R.    V    VT    0   5   8   5   7

802.4487.040428

A  N  N  A  L E B LA LA N C
M  A  R  K  PA PA R S O N S
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March jobless rate was 6.9 percent 

Online Subscriptions
are only

$28per year.

www.bartonchronicle.com
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by Chris Braithwaite

I have a “Bernie in 2016” sticker on my car
and will leave it there until Mr. Sanders gets
elected or hell freezes over, though I worry that
the latter is the more likely outcome.  

That’s one of the perks of retirement.  No
longer a working journalist, I am free to wear my
political opinions on my sleeve, or at least on my
back bumper.

So it should come as no surprise that I was
pleased to read that one of my most financially
successful fellow publishers, Rupert Murdoch,
had fired Bill O’Reilly from his enormously
influential position at Fox News.  Mr. O’Reilly
sounds like a nasty piece of work, when it comes
to his female co-workers.  Reading about the
sexual harassment endured by the talented
journalists who had climbed pretty close to the
top of their profession left me wondering what the
hell this country has been doing for the last five
decades.  It was way back in the late 1960s when
the women who worked for Newsweek magazine
took on the men who felt free to exploit their
talents, but refused to acknowledge — or pay —
them as journalists.  

But in the middle of my celebration a shadow
passed across the grave of Mr. O’Reilly’s career in
journalism.  And the more I think about that
shadow, the more it bothers me. 

Here’s why:  Mr. O’Reilly wasn’t fired because
he sexually harassed his female co-workers.  He
wasn’t fired because it cost Fox News millions of

dollars to settle the legal complaints those women
brought against him.  

He was fired because his major advertisers
pulled their ads from his show.  

This is going to get repetitive:  The major
advertisers, led by Mercedes, didn’t pull their ads
because Mr. O’Reilly harassed women, or because
he could no longer sell their cars.  His ratings
were still strong and advertisers, in the normal
course of events, place their ads on shows that
have a big audience.

Mercedes pulled its ads because a lot of
people told the company they wouldn’t buy its
cars if they continued to support Mr. O’Reilly by
advertising on his show.  Mercedes, and other
major advertisers, caved in to the pressure.

So what?
When I started the Chronicle in 1974, I’m

told, some people referred to it as “that hippie
newspaper.”  Fair enough.  I’d come to Vermont
four years earlier as part of the counterculture.
I’d let my hair grow long and worked with horses
instead of tractors (except the tractors we
borrowed from neighbors) and grew a bunch of
organic carrots.  

I started the paper in the hope that if we
provided fair, accurate, and well-crafted coverage
of what was going on in southern Orleans County,
people would read it.  A secondary assumption
was that, if people read the paper, the
community’s businessmen would advertise in it.  

They did, and the Chronicle scraped through a
few pretty marginal years to become a reasonably
well regarded community weekly newspaper.

More than two decades later I had a chance to
go to former Yugoslavia to work with small
newspapers that were struggling to establish
themselves in a cluster of new nation states, all
emerging from a polity, and an economy, that had
been run on Communist principles since the end
of the Second World War.  

I thought I knew a few things about making
small newspapers that might be helpful.  What I
discovered was that my colleagues in Serbia,
Bosnia, Montenegro, and Macedonia were facing
problems I’d never imagined, let alone figured out
how to overcome.  

Some were left free to publish what they
wanted, but faced a state-run circulation company
that, oddly, didn’t seem to sell many of the papers
that challenged the government.

Other publishers spent a lot of their time
finding paper, because the government controlled
the supply of newsprint, and didn’t have any left
over for the independent press.

But the real problem was advertising.  Before
I went overseas, I naively believed that some key
features of American journalism were revealed
truths, some sort of natural phenomena that I’d
find wherever the International Center for
Journalists decided to send me.  

Prominent among them was the fact that
advertisers, when they decide where to spend
their money, pay a lot of attention to a medium’s
audience and very little attention to its content.  

An important corollary to this “fact” is that
consumers, when they decide whether to spend
their money with a particular advertiser, aren’t
influenced by the editorial content of the medium
that carries the ad.  

What that meant to a struggling new
newspaper was that this county’s merchants,
being sound and sensible businesspeople,
advertised in the Chronicle if it reached enough
potential customers to improve their business,
even if they found the publisher, his opinions, or
his choice of news subjects a little dodgy.

And a reader whose favorite institution had
been molested that week in an editorial on page
four wouldn’t threaten to stop shopping at a store
whose ad appeared on page five.

What I discovered in ex-Yugoslavia, where
free markets, a free press, and commercial
advertising were still novelties, is that these
revealed truths were nothing of the kind.  They
were conventions peculiar to the media of North
America — cultural norms that had been
established over a couple of centuries, and didn’t
export worth a damn.

The papers I worked with over there were
little upstart journals, generally founded in
opposition to the heavy-handed policies of
nationalist leaders like Slobodan Milosevic.

Some of the businesses that refused to
advertise with them liked Mr. Milosevic well
enough, and didn’t like the newspapers who
opposed him.  Others feared that an ad in an
“opposition” newspaper would amount to an
endorsement of its views.  Prudent businessmen,
applying sensible business principles, opted not to
endorse opposition newspapers.  That pretty
much crippled the effort to establish free and
independent media across much of former
Yugoslavia.  

The New York Times reported Friday that Fox
News fired Bill O’Reilly because of the enormous
pressure that social media campaigns like Color
of Change and Sleeping Giants put on the
companies that advertised on his show.  

I applaud their motives.  I am happy that Mr.
O’Reilly is off the air.

But the sword has two edges.  I can’t help
wondering if the Times itself could survive such a
campaign, inspired and financed from the right
and designed to punish the newspaper for its
relentless focus on the political and personal
foibles of Donald Trump.

I can’t help wondering what would have
happened a few years ago if the very powerful —
and perfectly well motivated — environmental
lobby had organized such a boycott against a
small weekly newspaper that editorially opposed
a wind power project on Lowell Mountain.

Like so many things in this country that we
took for granted until a few months ago, the clear
line that Americans have drawn between the
advertising and editorial content of our media is
only a matter of convention.

But it is a convention critical to the survival
of a free press in a capitalist society.  And this old
publisher would hate to see it go.  

Chronicle office
hours
We are open for business:

Monday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, closed.
Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Come by our office located on Water Street in
Barton or phone us at (802) 525-3531.

April 18-24, 2017
Snow on

High Low Prec. Snow Ground
T 4/18 51 32 T T T
W 4/19 45 31 0.00” 0.00” T
Th 4/20 47 34 0.41” 0.00” T
F 4/21 48 39 0.21” 0.00” T
S 4/22 44 36 0.37” 0.00” T
S 4/23 43 35 0.14” 0.00” T
M 4/24 61 36 0.00” 0.00” 0.00”

T = Trace
High and low temperatures, precipitation,

snowfall, and snow depth are for 24-hour period
ending 7 a.m. of the day listed. 

Site is in Sutton, elevation 1,500 feet.
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by Steven Gold

Every year, Vermont gives away tens of
millions of dollars to high-income taxpayers while
cutting services for Vermonters who are
struggling the most to make ends meet.  Yet it is
clear that Vermonters, as shown by their votes for
national officeholders, don’t support this kind of
approach to revenue generation and budgeting.

We regularly hear about what our elected
leaders wish they could do if only the state could
afford it — clean up Lake Champlain, increase
the child care subsidy, invest in higher education
or mental health care or job training.  There’s
widespread agreement that these investments
would move the state forward.

Why are we not making these critical
investments in our state’s future?  Money, or
more accurately, the perceived lack of it.

The Legislature has done a good job over the
years in finding funds that don’t require broad-based
tax increases for Vermonters — drawing down
federal funds whenever possible, thinking creatively
about how to get the most out of funds they have,
and reviewing and updating fees regularly. 

But there is one big rock they haven’t looked
under:  tax expenditures.

Tax expenditures, as the name suggests, are
state expenditures made through the tax system
rather than by legislative appropriation.  They
have the same effect, however, on the state
budget as appropriations:  They reduce the
amount of money the state has available to spend.
But unlike appropriations, these expenditures are
not scrutinized every year.  Income tax
expenditures, as a prime example, give away tens
of millions of dollars mainly to upper-income
Vermonters year after year.

Meanwhile, the Reach Up program, which is
intended to help the most vulnerable Vermonters
and their children with a hand up out of poverty,
has been scrutinized and cut back over the years.
Today, Reach Up families receive less than 50
percent of what the state calculates is the
minimum amount needed for basic costs of living.
In 2015, the state reduced Reach Up assistance for
families who also receive disability benefits.  This
is not only harsh, but also counterproductive.
Vermont currently has a major problem, labeled
the “achievement gap,” as children who grow up
traumatized by poverty enter our schools unable
to learn and needing services the system doesn’t
provide.  One result is overflowing prisons.  If we

don’t make needed investments now, the situation
will continue to get worse.

It’s a question of priorities.  Cutting tax
expenditures for upper income people would give
Vermont the resources to make smart
investments that will improve the lives of all
Vermonters.  Some have said that we can’t afford
to make these investments, but the fact is that we
can’t afford not to. 

Recently the One Vermont coalition
(onevt.org), a group of concerned citizens and
organizations committed to a state that works for
all Vermonters, proposed a plan that would
balance the state budget and use savings from
eliminating income tax giveaways to invest in
Vermont’s future.  These are the right priorities
for the state.  Our lawmakers should act this year
to capture the income tax expenditure savings so
they can make some strategic investments,
including those in early care and learning and
higher education that the governor proposed, in
the fiscal 2018 state budget. 

Steven Gold was director of the Reach Up
Program from 1993-1999; Vermont Commissioner
of Employment and Training (now Labor) from
1999-2002; and Commissioner of Corrections from
2003-2004.  He lives in Montpelier.

The Chronicle welcomes letters from our
readers from all points on the political spectrum.

The deadline is Tuesday at noon.  Letters on
paper must be signed, and all letters must
include a telephone number for confirmation.  All
letters must include the writer’s town.

We will not publish a letter that has been
sent anonymously.  In rare and extreme

circumstances, we will publish a letter without
the writer’s name.  Please keep your letters brief.
Length aside, we reserve the right to edit letters
for content.

We welcome robust debate but won’t print
letters which, in our opinion, are merely
offensive.  Thanks for your help making these
pages thought-provoking, lively, and interesting.

About letters, editorials, and opinions

Was winter
rough on your
furniture?

You can replace
it with a wide 
variety of

• mattresses 
• sleepers 
• futons

GETTING READY FOR CAMP?
Check out our close-out
(scratch & dent) section!

Is Here!
Remember
Mom this

Mother’s Day,
since she sacrifices for

you all year long!
We have a HUGE selection of 

RECLINERS, GLIDERS,
Starting at $299. 

SOFAS starting at $399.
OR A MATTRESS FOR A
GOOD NIGHT’S REST.
Or get her a gift certificate!

64 Back/Center Rd.,
Lyndonville, VT

802-626-3273

4584 U.S. Route 5
(next to McDonald’s)

Derby, VT
802-334-5616

20 Central St., 
Woodsville, NH

603-747-3202

296 Meadow Street
(next to Burger King)
Littleton, NH
603-444-2033

www.modernfurniturevt.com

Modern Furniture
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-5, Fri. 8:30-6, Sat. 8:30-5, Sun. 10-4.
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E.M. BROWN & SON INC.
525-3422 • 169 Main Street, Barton, VT
Serving customers from a historical attraction established in 1896!

OPEN MON.-FRI. 6:30 AM–5 PM, SAT. 7 AM–2 PM

Call Shaun Curtis
for your free 
on-site estimates!

Art Mark

IT’S OUR ANNUAL SUPER

SALE!

ORDER TO EXACT
LENGTH... NO WASTE,

NO EXTRA FEES!

SPECIAL PRICING ON IDEAL 
COLORED ROOFING 

NOW THROUGH MAY 31ST!

Americana 
Roofing Panels
• 21 Colors Available
• 36” Width Coverage
• 40 Year Warranty
• 8000 Series Paint
• Galvanized In Stock

SEED POTATOES
& ONION SETS 

ARE IN!
New this year:

White, Red & Yellow!

Death notice
Ruth Marie White Whitcomb

Ruth Whitcomb, 100, formerly of Morgan,
died peacefully on April 23, 2017, at the
Woodridge Rehabilitation and Nursing Center
in Berlin.  The family will share plans for a
funeral service at a later date.  Online
condolences may be shared at
www.pruneaupollifuneralhome.com.

Opinion

What Vermont can’t afford
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Letter to the editor
Dear editor, 

As an extended family that has owned
property and paid taxes in Westmore for 100
years, we oppose the proposal to open town roads
to ATVs as it will likely lead to abuses of private
lands by extending access to private roads and
likely lead to increased trail erosion (and therefore
impacts to water quality), vandalism/ littering,
and theft. 

As we have seen with unauthorized use of ATVs
on state lands in the Willoughby State Forest, there
was significant trail erosion on the trails up the
backside of Mount Hor, littering, and disregard for
the hikers along the trail (my family and I had to
jump off the trail to avoid being hit by two ATVs
that came flying down the mountain one spring).  To
think that there would be respect for private lands
that would be accessible by ATVs is shortsighted
and misguided.  This would not be the same
dynamic as the VAST (Vermont Association of Snow
Travelers) trail network where snow machines and
trail use needs to respect private lands and abide by
traffic laws.  Even then there are always a few folks
who disregard these policies and make a bad name
for most of the VAST network of users.  There
would be no checks and balances in place with a
blanket policy of ATV use on the public road
network.  We pay taxes to maintain these roads,
and in our opinion we should not be paying to fix
likely increased road erosion due to ATV use.

Furthermore, ATVs are not designed to be
operated on public roads.  The town could be liable
for accidents that happen on public roads if
sanctioned.  The high center of gravity, narrow
wheelbase, and low pressure tires that are
designed to handle off-road conditions are a major
safety concern on-road, even on dirt roads.  A high
center of gravity and narrow wheelbase leads
ATVs to be prone to rollovers when negotiating
turns.  In fact, a December 2013 Insurance
Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS) analysis of
Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) data
indicated that 56 percent of fatal single-vehicle
ATV incidents on public roads involved a rollover.
Knobby low pressure ATV tires are explicitly
designed for off-road use and may not interact
properly with a road surface, even if it’s not paved.
These design factors “increase the risk of
operators losing control of the vehicle on roadway
surfaces, particularly at roadway speeds, and/or
when making right angle traffic turns.”

ATV manufacturers themselves explicitly
warn against allowing ATVs on public roads.
Here are just a few examples from ATV owners
manuals:

Honda TRX420TM: 
“Your ATV is designed and manufactured for

off-road use only.  The ATV does not have turn
signals and other features required for use on
public roads.  If you need to cross a paved or

public road, get off and walk your ATV across,”
and “you should never ride your ATV on public
streets, roads or highways, even if they are not
paved.  Drivers of street vehicles may have
difficulty seeing and avoiding you, which could
lead to a collision.”

Polaris Sportsman 570:
The manual warns against ever operating on

public streets due to the risk of collisions:  “Never
operate the ATV on any public street, road or
highway, including dirt and gravel roads.”

Kawasaki KFX90:
“Never operate an ATV on any public street,

road or highway, even a dirt or gravel one.”
Yamaha Raptor 350:
“Never operate an ATV on any public street,

road or highway, even a dirt or gravel one.”
For the reasons articulated, we strongly

oppose this proposal.  This is not a matter that the
select board should be making on their own
volition.  It should be an issue for the residents,
voters, and for the folks who pay the taxes in this
town to determine.  

One of the primary reasons that the Vermont
Water Resources Board chose to ban the use of
personal watercraft on Willoughby Lake was
because the operation of these vessels has created,
and increased, conflicts (safety and noise because
of the lake’s and surrounding mountains’
topography, and behavior) with other normal uses
of the lake  [In re:  Lake Willoughby (Westmore),
No. UPW 04-01, Rule (effective Feb. 14, 2005)].

We request that the select board act to protect
and preserve the quiet enjoyment of the many
part- and full-time residents who live on gravel
roads around Lake Willoughby and throughout
the town of Westmore.

Sincerely,
Ethan Swift
Westmore

Westmore roads should not be opened to ATVs

The Dailey Memorial Library is seeking
crafters to participate in its Summer Craft Show
to be held on the Derby Green on Saturday,
August 5, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Anyone who
would like to have a booth is asked to contact the
library at 766-5063, or e-mail
daileylibrary@gmail.com for information or an
application.  The deadline for applying is June 1.
— from the Dailey Memorial Library.

Dailey library
seeks crafters

Wrecker & Flatbed Service

EAST MAIN AUTO REPAIR INC.

INSPECTION #4 DUE.

210 East Main Street, Newport, VT • Open Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Closed Sat. & Sun.

Affiliated

334-5662 • 334-5771
Pager 742-0541 24 HOUR 

TOWING

2017 BRAKE REBATE
PROMOTION

Save up to $95!
To qualify for this offer, you must have your service performed at a participating Parts Plus Car Care Center 

now through April 30, 2017. Rebate is limited to $95 per vehicle. Call or stop in for more information.

ROBERT DEWEES

Candidate for Director 
of Vermont Electric

Cooperative – East Zone
My family owns a small dairy farm in Albany and we have been a
VEC member for 29 years. I am running for the VEC East Zone seat
because I believe VEC should:
• Provide reliable service for its members and keep its electric rates

as low and stable as possible. 
• Promote cost-effective energy efficiency to help members control

and reduce their energy costs. 
• Consider commercial-scale wind and solar projects in the VEC

service territory only if they have the support of their host and
neighboring towns.

I have worked with electric utilities for most of my professional
career and have a deep knowledge of the electric industry. 
I have a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Harvard
University and a law degree from the University of New Hampshire
School of Law.
If you give me your vote, I will represent your interests and make a
positive contribution to the future of our Co-op.
Please contact me if you have any questions, at
rldewees@msn.com or 802-754-2245. 

Paid for by Robert Dewees. RE S TORAT I ON
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

888-350-5544 • 802-754-2353
LimeLiteRestoration.com

“When the unexpected happens,
our family is there for yours.”

FIRE             WATER            MOLD

Grant & Summer
Stelter 

Irasburg, VT
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Air Duct & Dryer
Vent Cleaning

The dirt buildup in
the duct work
pictured is from dead
skin, hair, dirt and
other debris that
circulated through
the air and into the
air ducts for 40 years.

When your duct system isn’t cleaned for a number of years
(especially like this one), dirt buildup can settle and stick to
the bottom, top and sides of duct work. When you turn your
heating and cooling system on, some of this buildup can
become loose and recirculate through your system, causing
it to spread dust and contaminated air throughout your home
or business. We recommend cleaning your HVAC system
every 2 to 5 years, due to the number of months heating
systems are used throughout the winters here in Vermont.

Let us clean your air! Call LimeLite today to have your
HVAC system cleaned. We also clean dryer vents, which is
an easy way to prevent a house fire. 

Let Grant and Summer Stelter, owners of LimeLite
Restoration, help you out of an icky situation, from fire and
smoke damage to water and mold issues. We are certified
and equipped to handle it all.

ATTENTION!
Please vote for TOM BAILEY

to continue to represent you on the
Vermont Electric Co-op’s Board of

Directors for the next upcoming term.
Thank you,
Tom Bailey
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Dear editor,
When did the town of Westmore turn into a

members-only country club?  It seems that the
people there are very nice when they need
something done on their property, but are not
very nice when their neighbors are having
something done.

It is very hard for local people to survive the
economic depression in the Northeast Kingdom.
Any time someone wants to start a business or
make the area a destination for people who do not
want to buy 100 acres or a lake home, the people
who already have made their living try to push
them away.  Not wanting parking and restrooms
make visitors park in the road and use the woods
to go to the bathroom, which runs into the lake.  

Wheeler Mountain road will not be a road to
nowhere — there is a private landowner at the
other end willing to open his property to ATVs
that will then connect to Sheffield — which is the
big hub to all open trails.  

And for those who do not want ATVs — it will
lead them out of town.  But the public roads and
even state forest roads should be open to ATVs,

bikes, horses, and motorized vehicles.  I am not
saying all of them, but some.  For everything
taken away for conservation, an equal part, or
some part, should be opened for use.  This would
give a balance and help and make the public land
accessible to everybody.  We pay taxes, too.

Most people would like to get to stores for
service, but prefer to trail ride off road.  It is hard
for an older person, or someone who is not
athletic, to get five miles into the woods to see
some of the natural beauty that is out there.
Maybe if some of the people who own hundreds of
acres (for example, on Long Pond Road), would
give a 12-foot path through the back woods, so
people could get to the store, everybody would be
happy.  Where there are people, there is money.
Let some of the local people make some money
and stay open, or you might have to bring a
summer’s worth of food, fuel, and other supplies
up from Massachusetts, and bring your garbage
and septic waste back with you when you leave.

A struggling local,
Richard LaClair Jr.

Glover

When did Westmore turn into a members-only country club? 

Solution, tips and computer program at
www.sudoku.com

All horizontal rows of nine, all vertical
columns of nine, and all the heavily
outlined boxes of nine squares must
contain all the numbers from one to nine.  

The answer is on page 2B.

To the editor,
I just want to say that Bruce M. Farnham

was right when he wrote that Clair Bailey lived
in North Troy.  His brother Philip told me a while
back that his family did live on the West Road.  I
didn’t ask him about the Orleans part.  I got a
snapshot and citation from Phil to frame and put
in our Barton Post #76 Legion room to honor
Clair’s memory.  The citation did say Clair Bailey
of Orleans.  I don’t know if they lived there later,
or if it meant that he was from Orleans County.
The first I knew of the Bailey family was after
they came to Barton and that was after the war,
so I didn’t know Clair personally. 

Clair Bailey was in Korea with the 24th
Infantry Division and reported MIA on July 20,
1950, and declared KIA in December 1953.
General Dean, commander of the 24th Division,
was captured in the same battle as Clair was
reported missing.

I was with the 1st Calvary Division and
landed on July 18 of 1950, so I know what they
were going through. 

Ad Taylor
Barton

More on Clair Bailey

Letters to the editor

Wednesday, April 26, at 6:30 p.m., Jones
Memorial Library will present Dr. Eileen Wolf
speaking about One Health.  This talk is part of
the Vermont Veterinary Medical Association’s
ongoing recognition of One Health Day.  One
Health is the concept recognizing that human
health, animal health, and health of the
environment, are closely interrelated and thus
should often be considered as a whole.  One
Health Day is an international campaign aimed
at bringing attention to the need for a One Health
approach to tackle many of today’s pressing
health challenges.  This program is free.  Light
refreshments will be served.  — from Jones
Memorial Library.

Learn about One
Health Day ABSOLUTE

LIQUIDATIONS!
Thurs., April 27 – Sun., April 30
Special hours: Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 11 a.m.–

6 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

All yarn and accessories

50% off
Antiques as marked.

334-9955
79 Coventry St, Newport, VT
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by Elizabeth Trail

NEWPORT — The Coventry Select Board was
back in court Tuesday morning for a status
conference on its civil case against Town Clerk
and Treasurer Cynthia Diaz.  

The town has sued Ms. Diaz for her failure to
provide financial documents requested by auditor
Jeff Graham.  In February, Judge Howard
VanBenthuysen issued a preliminary injunction
ordering Ms. Diaz to turn over the documents and
to keep proper financial records on an ongoing
basis.

According to the town’s attorney, Paul Gillies,
neither has happened. 

Judge Robert Bent, who hadn’t heard the case
before, was on the bench.  

He asked questions to familiarize himself
with the case before giving each side a list of
things to do before coming back to court. 

In three weeks, Judge Bent said, he’d like to
see lists of the documents that each side has in
its possession, preferably date stamped and
numbered. 

The town has asked the court to appoint a
“special master,” a financial overseer who would
supervise the town’s finances.

“Having lists to compare is the only way a
special master is ever going to make any sense of
all of this,” Judge Bent said.

It’s a very complicated case, he said.  On top
of the number of documents, “there’s the long
time period involved, plus the overarching
possibility of a criminal complaint.” 

He said he was making no judgment on that,
but it does complicate the civil case. 

“We need a getting ready period when
documents need to be assembled,” he said.

The judge suggested that the two sides need
to work harder on communicating in the interim.  

“We need a master list of documents in a
notebook so we can all be talking about the same
thing,” he said.  “If everyone stays on opposite
sides of the fence, if this stays an adversarial
process, it will be hard to make that list.” 

Judge Bent also directed Mr. Gillies to amend
the town’s complaint and update any motions
where circumstances have changed since the
original paperwork was filed in December. 

Chief among the changes is the estimate of
how much money could be missing in the town.

In December, the town’s auditor, Jeff
Graham, said he had documented $33,000 in
property taxes that were collected over a two-year
period and never deposited.  

Mr. Graham estimated at that time that
another $5,000 in dog tags, marriage licenses,
and other fees might be missing.  

Those were the numbers that found their way
into the initial complaint, Mr. Gillies said.

Since then, Mr. Graham has told the select
board that he has documented additional missing
money over the two-year period covered by the

Graham and Graham audit.  
He also expanded his estimates to encompass

all ten years that Ms. Diaz has been in office, in
part by using figures for missing money found by
previous auditors, and in part by comparing bank
deposit totals to amounts that Ms. Diaz herself
says she collected.

In court on Tuesday, Mr. Gillies said he didn’t
have the exact current number of how much
money is suspected missing, but thought the total
is around $500,000.  

He also mentioned a figure of $870,000, but
later explained to Judge Bent that the higher
figure includes audit costs and uncollected taxes
and fees. 

“There’s three numbers,” Ms. Diaz said.  “It
started with an audit for two years and it was
$37,000.  Now it’s grown to $870,000 and then we
have the $500,000.  It’s hard for me to know what
number I’m supposed to be defending myself for.” 

The numbers have been progressive as the
understanding of the situation has grown, Mr.
Gillies said.  

“It’s all been informed by Mr. Graham’s
work,” he said.  

Judge Bent said he understands the town’s
analysis of the situation is evolving.  

But he zeroed in on the question of how much
money is suspected missing.

“Are you saying that the money went into her
pocket, or into the town funds in a way that’s not
been accounted for?” the judge asked. 

“There seems to be money that never made it
into the town’s accounts,” Mr. Gillies replied.  

Mr. Graham has demonstrated to the select
board that a number of cash tax payments were
made in years in which there was no cash
deposited into the bank.  

“I can comfortably state $876,000 in
collections billed and paid by taxpayers were not
deposited in the Community National Bank
account during the years 2010 to 2016,” he wrote
in an e-mail to the Chronicle in February, “and
Cynthia Diaz confirms this in her annual report
filings.”

“Let’s take two weeks, three weeks, a month,
and exchange all of the documents,” Judge Bent
said.

Mr. Gillies asked the judge for a decision at
the next court appearance on whether the court is
going to appoint a special master to oversee the
town’s finances.  

Judge Bent described a special master as a
“referee in cases like this.” 

The task of analyzing numbers like the ones
involved in the Coventry case is beyond a judge’s
capabilities, he said.

But the question arose of who pays for the
special master, who is typically an accountant or
auditor.

Both Mr. Gillies and Judge Bent believe that
the state pays when a special master is
appointed.

But Judge Bent had a caveat.
“The department is facing budget constraints,

just like everyone else,” he said.  “In practical
terms, sometimes there’s no room at the inn.”

Mr. Gillies also said that he will prepare a list
of requests and orders for ongoing recordkeeping
that haven’t been followed.

“There are orders that are being ignored, and
records that aren’t being kept,” he said.

Ms. Diaz said that she’s supplied all of the
records the select board has asked for.

“It’s not the way they want it, but it’s the
procedure of this office,” she said.

She also said that recent changes imposed by
the select board have made it impossible to
comply with their requests.

“I don’t get bank statements, I’ve been
stripped of the right to move money from one
account to another,” she said.

Judge Bent explained that there are best
practices for keeping records.  

“Does the Secretary of State’s office have any
recommendations or guidelines about best
practices?” he asked Mr. Gillies. 

“It may not be good enough to say this is how
we do it,” he told Ms. Diaz.  

Ms. Diaz, representing herself, said that she’d
given stacks of documents to the auditor in
January that hadn’t been returned to her,
although she did make herself copies.

Mr. Graham said after his last court
appearance in February that the documents he
was asking for, if printed out, would fill a six-foot
cube. 

The documents that Ms. Diaz turned over
would amount to about a single one-foot high
stack, he said then.

In court on Tuesday, Ms. Diaz also said that
in January she turned over a key to the upstairs
closet in the Coventry Community Center, which
contained many of her records.

“The select board has had access to those
documents,” she said.  “I don’t know what they’ve
done with them.”

When the select board opened the door to the
locked upstairs closet, there was little of value
left, they said at the time.  

Judge Bent also pressed Ms. Diaz to get an
attorney.

She failed to answer a set of questions served
on January 20, Mr. Gillies said. 

“I’m not sure what he’s talking about,” Ms.
Diaz said.  “It’s hard for me to answer questions.
The select board has been in my office, taken my
software, and been in my records.” 

“You folks have an awkward situation to say
the least,” Judge Bent said at the end of the
hearing.  “The select board can’t tell another
elected official what to do.  I’m going to expect
some dialogue between all of you.”

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

OPENING FRI., MAY 5th!
OPEN FRI., SAT. & SUN., 9-2

Homemade Specialty Baked Goods, Breads, Rolls, Pies, Cinnamon
Buns, Cookies & more! Special orders happily accepted.

NEW THIS SEASON:
•  Cream Pies •  Meat Pies (Empañada)
FIND MY GOODIES ALSO AT E.M. BROWN & SON!

FRIDAY IS PIE DAY AT E.M. BROWN & SON!

BARTON (Past St. Paul’s School, left on Forty Road to top.)

Call 802-525-4464 •  Marvis Matarozzo,
Licensed & inspected. vtwoodenspoonbakery@gmail.com

M’sM’s Wooden Spoon Bakery

BOOKING BY
THE WEEK.

Just south of the water tower on
Rte. 105 in the Tanguay Office

Complex in Newport.

334-2400
Please call to schedule

your appointment.
Mind, Body & Movement Center

See our class schedule at
www.freedomptvt.com,

Facebook, or call for information.

1376 EAST MAIN STREET • NEWPORT,VERMONT 05855
Tel. (802) 334-5021 • Fax: (802) 334-7728 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-3 & Sun. 9-1.

Newport Farm & Garden 5025 U.S. Route 5
Newport, VT 05855

www.AllAboutHomeVT.com

Dr. Grace Johnstone
Dr. Rick Eschholz
Dr. Allison Bogan

(802) 472-3033

www.HardwickChiropractic.com

Judge encourages communication in Diaz case



by Elizabeth Trail

BROWNINGTON — Axel and Rosy, two dogs
belonging to a family on the Pepin Road, will
have to be confined in a kennel when they’re not
in their owner’s house, or face being taken away.

The Brownington Select Board held a vicious
dog hearing at 9 a.m. Saturday to investigate an
incident in late March when an elderly neighbor
claimed she was injured after the two dogs
rushed at her while she was out walking.

According to a complaint filed by Cathy Allen
several weeks ago, she was walking her son’s dog
Bullet on a leash and had just gotten to the
bottom of her driveway when Axel and Rosy
began barking and circling them.  

Ms. Allen, who is 79 years old, said she was
injured when Bullet, in an effort to put himself
between her and the barking dogs, pulled on a
nylon leash that she had wrapped around her
wrist, tearing the skin off her hand and pulling
her over.  The injury to her hand was serious
enough that her son had to drive her to the
emergency room, she said. 

“I’ve stopped walking,” she said on Saturday
morning.  “I’m afraid to go out of the house.”  

Since then, her son has taken Bullet to his
house and won’t let her walk the dog anymore.

“It was easier to take him than to risk a
broken hip,” Ms. Allen said. 

A vicious dog hearing is conducted much like
a trial, with the select board acting as the hearing
officers.  Witnesses are sworn before testifying.

The owner of the dogs, Natt Prue, was served
with papers but didn’t appear at the hearing.

So Ms. Allen’s complaint was read, and she
answered questions posed by select board
members.  

“The neighbor’s dogs are not leashed at all,”
she said.  “They’re always coming over to the
house.”

Brownington doesn’t have a leash law per se,
Selectman Terry Curtis said, but owners are
required to have their dogs under control at all
times when off their own property.  

Kaleigh Nutting and Chance Humphrey were
called as witnesses.  They said they were driving
by and saw the incident.  Mr. Humphrey said he
shouted at the dogs, then left when they headed
home, assuming that the owner would take the
dogs inside.  

Instead, Axel and Rosie came back after Mr.
Humphrey left, Ms. Allen said.  

As they barked and circled, Bullet kept trying
to keep himself between her and the other dogs,

she said.  His leash again tore her hand, pulling
the skin about a third of the way off, she said in
the complaint.  

Then she stepped in a rut, she said, and went
down.

“I kept screaming for the dogs to go home and
after more than five minutes, the owner finally
called the dogs,” Ms. Allen said.

Mr. Humphrey’s younger brother Casey
Humphrey submitted written testimony in which
he described a separate incident.  Riding his bike,
he said, he has had to put his bike between
himself and the dogs to keep from being bitten.  

Another member of the Humphrey family,
Candy Humphrey, also spoke up at the hearing,
although she was not sworn.

“My uncle can’t even go to his mailbox,” she
said.  “He has to carry a club.” 

Brownington Animal Control Officer Geoff
Falconer said he got the first complaint about the
Prue dogs on January 30.

“I went and talked to Mr. Prue, and told him
he had to keep them on the property and get
them licensed,” Mr. Falconer said.  “They still
aren’t licensed.”  

He said that when he knocked on the Prues’
door that first time, the owner opened the door a
crack but was having to hold Axel, a large pit bull
type dog, back by force.  

Town Clerk Val Faust said she sent Mr. Prue
an official notice to appear at the hearing, but he
hasn’t acknowledged it.  

And Mr. Falconer said that no one has
answered the door at the Prues’ house when he
has tried to talk to them since Ms. Allen was
injured on April 2.  

Ms. Allen said she doesn’t particularly want
to see the dogs taken away or harmed.  

“I agree, the owner just hasn’t trained them,”
she said.  

But she does want to feel safe, she added.
And she’d like to be able to take walks again.

Given the size and strength of the pit bull
type dog, Mr. Falconer and the select board
agreed that a cable run or tie out wouldn’t be
sufficient to be sure he doesn’t get loose.  

The board decided to give the Prues a week to
put up a kennel with a covered top to confine the
dogs safely when they’re not at the house.  

A notice was to be mailed on Monday.  
If the notice is ignored, the dogs will be

picked up and taken to the Oasis boarding kennel
in Newport.  The owner will have a set period of
time to comply with the order or lose his dogs.

If the dogs are loose off the owner’s property,

they can be picked up at any time, said Orleans
County Sheriff’s Department Chief Deputy Phil
Brooks.  

But to take a dog from inside a house, the
deputy said, Mr. Falconer would have to ask the
Sheriff’s Department to apply for a search
warrant through the court.  

“Even for an animal control officer it’s a gray
area, to take a dog,” Mr. Brooks said.  “And the
only person who can apply for a search warrant is
a law enforcement officer.” 

In the meantime, Ms. Allen said she’s coping,
even though the neighbor’s dogs regularly come
into her yard. 

“Generally, if just one of them is out, it’s
okay,” she said.  “I lower my voice and try to
sound like my son, and they leave.”   

What really bothers her, she said, is that the
dogs’ owners didn’t come over to see how she was
after the incident.

“They never even called,” she said. 

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

Names are submitted by your family and friends, but if you’d like your name removed 
or your town changed, please let us know. 

Submit birthdays online at 
bartonchronicle.com/birthdays
or e-mail them to ads@bartonchronicle.com, fax them to 

802-525-3200, or mail them to the Chronicle, ATTN: Birthdays,
P.O. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822. (No phone calls, please.) 

Please include their name, birthday (no year), town of residence.

Happy Birthday
to the following people!

Bruce Sherman, Derby, April 26
Amy Elliott, Orleans, April 26
Steve Morse, Montpelier, April 27
Leo Croteau Sr., East Albany, April 27
Shelagh Vogel, Newport, April 28
Susan Taylor, Glover, April 28
Donald Piette, Newport Center, April 28
Georgia Young, Glover, April 29
Wyona Horskins, North Troy, April 30
Steve Fraser, April 30
Sabrina True, Port Wentworth, GA, May 1
Richard A. Colburn Sr., Charleston, May 3
Kitty McIntyre, Newport, May 3
Denise Wright, Barton, May 4
Darren Pion, Lowell, May 4
Jack Lazor, Westfield, May 4
Kendall Locke, Irasburg, May 4
Bonnie Locke, Irasburg, May 4
Arthur Young, West Glover, May 5
Jacob Baker, Holland, May 5

STONEBRAKER FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC
562 Main Street, Derby, VT

766-5065 or 766-4700
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Muscle & Joint Pain
• Back & Neck Pain

• Work & Auto Injuries
• Sports Related Injuries

• Shoulder, Arm & Leg Pain
• Carpal Tunnel 

• Headaches, Migraines
and more...

Most Insurance Accepted
• Blue Cross / Blue Shield

• CIGNA
• CBA Blue

• United Healthcare
• Aetna

• Medicare
NOW ACCEPTING GREEN

MOUNTAIN CARE!

STONEBRAKER FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Serving the Northeast Kingdom for over 15 years!

Since
1937.

415 Union Street
Newport, VT 05855

(802) 334-2780 • (800) 440-2780
Fax: (802) 334-6344

E-mail: mempress_1937@comcast.net
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7-4. Closed Sat. & Sun.

We’re your wedding headquarters!

Congratulations
Newly Engaged Couples!

• Invitations
• Favors
• Attendants’

Gifts
• Napkins

• Thank-you
Notes

• Place Cards
• Favor or

Cake Boxes

Wedding Supplies:

Congratulations
Newly Engaged Couples!

Over 2
0

differe
nt

catalog
s!

Check out a sampling of our invitations online at
www.memphremagogpress.com

OFFERING 10% OFF!

80th Birthday
Card Shower

for 
LUCILLE ROYER

~ May 2 ~
Send cards to her at:

1732 Lake Region Road
Orleans, VT 05860

Cards of Thanks
are $10.50 per column inch. (An ad this size is $21.)

Birthdays & Card Showers 
are $13 per column inch. (An ad this size is $26.)

Deadline is Monday at noon.

the Chronicle
802-525-3531 • ads@bartonchronicle.com

802-487-9902 www.hearingcenterofvt.com

Hearing Center of Vermont
5452 U.S. Route 5, Unit F, Newport, VT 05855

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back!

Heidi Eichenberger, BA, LHAS, COCH, BC-HIS

The risk of DEMENTIA
may be up to 5 times

greater among
people with untreated

hearing loss.

Call us for a free 
consultation 
and exam.
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In Brownington

Dogs must be confined to kennel, board says



Page Ten the Chronicle, April 26, 2017

by Elizabeth Trail

BARTON — One goal of Monday night’s
village trustees meeting, announced before the
meeting even opened, was to adopt a set of
policies for public use of the Barton Memorial
Building.  

After almost tabling the matter several times,
the trustees pressed forward and passed a whole
set of rates and policies, covering not only the
theater, kitchen, and social hall spaces in the
Memorial Building, but also Pageant Park and
the ball field behind Kinney Drugs, which also
belongs to the village.

For a long time, there have been tensions
between the management of the Barton Senior
Center and other renters of the downstairs social
hall and kitchen space. 

At one meeting reported by the Chronicle last
year, a representative of the American Legion
complained to the trustees about finding kitchen
equipment locked up and unavailable, hot water
turned off, and not being allowed to use a mop
and bucket to clean up after use.  

“There seems to be a perception, and it’s
fairly widespread, that there’s a lot of stress
involved,” Trustee Cathy Swain said.  “People are
avoiding using the building.”

That represents a loss to Barton Village, she
said.  “Orleans is making about $7,000 a year
from renting their municipal building.”

In fact, the Barton library holds a major fund-
raiser every year in the Orleans Municipal
Building.

“That should be illegal,” Barton Electric
Department Manager Evan Riordan joked.  

Ms. Swain met with Brenda Lowther, director
of the senior center, for over an hour last week.  

“I had a very long conversation with Brenda,
ending with these problems are solvable,” she
said.  “I told Brenda the trustees have had it.  I’m
here to give you that heads up.  I didn’t raise my
voice; she didn’t either.  We talked for maybe an
hour.”

But, she added that, during the course of the
meeting, Ms. Lowther’s husband, Frank Lowther,
a member of the senior center board, became
upset, shouted at her, and left.

“He literally screamed at me,” Ms. Swain
said.  “I told them it had to stop.” 

Mr. Lowther has subsequently been removed
from the Barton Memorial Building Advisory
Committee. 

Ms. Lowther had complaints of her own,
including missing soup ladles, pranksters putting

pepper in the sugar bowls, and unsupervised
children running upstairs during rentals of the
downstairs hall, Ms. Swain said. 

“A key part of this is that we start managing
the space,” she said.  “We need to manage what’s
going on there.” 

And she thought it would reduce a lot of
tension if the regular users of the downstairs
space got together and raised enough money to
buy additional kitchen equipment.

“We need to fund-raise for the hall so we can
equip the kitchen and there’s no doubt that
renters are entitled to use things,” Ms. Swain
said.

Chair Nate Sicard balked at buying duplicate
sets of everything in the kitchen.  He suggested
that a certain amount of money be set aside each
year to replace lost or damaged dishes, serving
pieces, or equipment.

A lot of the equipment currently in the
kitchen and social hall was purchased with grant
money.

“All those grants are ten years old,” Mr.
Sicard said.  “The dishwasher is ten years old.”

The senior meal site has been using the space
free, and the village pays the utilities, including
hot water and the electricity.  

But the trustees agreed that anyone who uses
the hall and kitchen should be required to leave
the place exactly as they found it.  

“Hopefully, we can get reasonable people to
agree,” Ms. Swain said.

She called the policies an overview, likening
them to the view of the landscape when flying at
30,000 feet.  

A cleaning deposit will be charged to all
users, including those who fall under the free use
guidelines.  That money would be used to pay
someone to clean or straighten the place if it’s not
left in pristine condition.  The trustees agreed on
a need to create a complete manual to cover the
details of building use.

Trustee Tin Barton-Caplin suggested
including drawings of where furniture and
equipment should be after use. 

Under the new plan, village residents and
nonprofits would be able to use either the
upstairs or downstairs space free for periods of
less than three hours.  

There would be a charge for nonresident and
commercial use.  

The trustees decided against sending a
written warning to the senior center at this time.

“Just continue with the dialogue,” Mr. Sicard
said.  

The trustees also set rates for Pageant Park
for the summer.   

Barton Village residents and taxpayers get in
free.  Non-residents over 14 years old will be
charged $2.  Children under 14 will pay $1, and
under three will be free.  That’s half the rate
charged by the state park.  

Very few people buy season passes, but the
trustees decided to create a family pass to cover
parents and any number of children.  

Nightly camping rates were set, but it’s pretty
much a moot point since all but one site is taken
up by seasonal rentals. 

The trustees debated raising the seasonal
camping rate to $1,800 and including electricity
in the up-front charge, to prevent people skipping
out at the end of the season with unpaid power
bills.  However, there was some concern that
charging a flat rate for electricity might
encourage users to run their air conditioners
round the clock.  

The trustees tabled that discussion for a later
meeting. 

But overdue utility bills were the next item
on the docket anyway. 

Mr. Riordan presented a list of addresses with
past due utility bills.  

Auditor Jeff Graham had suggested that the
oldest bills be written off to get them off the
books.  

Uncollected bills are also a problem when it
comes to balancing the books and avoiding rate
increases, Mr. Riordan said.

The village has about $23,000 in bills over
120 days old.  Mr. Riordan had flagged a little
over $6,600 in really old bills to write off and
send to a collection agency. 

He’s also pursuing a more aggressive policy of
calling and disconnections to keep future past due
bills from getting so high.  

“One customer regularly floats between
$4,000 and $10,000,” he said.

One issue is that power can’t be disconnected
during the winter months.  

“There are certain times of the year and
temperatures we have to watch,” Mr. Riordan
said.

Another tool for dealing with extremely past
due utility bills is attaching liens to properties.

The trustees approved 16 liens, including
$7,985 for extremely past due water and sewer
bills, and $18,424 for properties with extremely
big and old electric bills.  

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

Currier’s Market
Quality Meats & VT Country Store

2984 Glover St., Glover, VT 05839 • 802-525-8822

Family Pack Meat Specials!!!
Angus Ground Round, $2.99 lb.
Angus Cube Steak, $2.99 lb.
Boneless Pork Chops, $1.79 lb.

Angus Beef Bottom
Round Roast, $2.99/lb.

Summer or Zucchini
Squash, 99¢/lb.

Shurfine Milk, gals., $2.99
Chef Boyardee dinners,
variety, 5/$5

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese,
5/$5

Bush’s Baked Beans,
16 oz., 5/$5

Near East Rice Pilaf, 4/$5
Betty Crocker Brownie
Mix, 5/$5

Purina Dog Chow, 20 lb.
Bonus Size, $11.99

Happy Spring from
Currier’s Market!

GOT
A STORY?

E-MAIL 
OUR TIP 

LINE!

Do you have a 
story you think 
we should 
know 
about?

We want to 
hear from 

you!

E-mail
our editor,
Tena Starr, at
tenas@
bartonchronicle.com

or call 
our office at

802-525-3531.

satellite
TV

NORTHEAST
TVand
MUSIC

802-334-2355

SATELLITE, TVs,
MUSIC &

ACCESSORIES

WE SELL
USED TVs.

Michael Routhier
Countryside Commons

5043 VT Route 5
Newport, VT 05855

802-334-2355
routhier@pshift.com

NORTHEAST
TVand
MUSIC

802-334-2355

Looking for
NBC?

We have HD
antennas.

Tim
&Doug’s
ICE CREAM SHOP

Coventry St., Newport, VT

This Week’s
SUNDAE
SPECIAL:
Fri. thru Thurs.

(4/28-5/4)
STRAWBERRY

SUPREME
$1 Off

Tues.,Wed. & Thurs.
CREAMIE
FLAVOR:

BLACK
RASPBERRY

Tim
&Doug’s

Visit cra�sbury.com for more info. All talks 
are free and open to the public with 
refreshments served. 

2017 Summer Forestry Series 
Monthly, �ursdays 7:00pm

Office: 802-334-5001 • Cell: 802-673-8935 • E-mail: dan@lakeviewaviation.com

Barton Village Trustees

New policies set for Memorial Building use
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by Joseph Gresser

DERBY — The Derby Select
Board signed a new contract with
the Orleans County Sheriff that will
increase the cost of law enforcement
for the town, but not by much.
Voters gave their approval to almost
doubling the $46,700 spent on law
enforcement last year to $90,000.

Derby has been under pressure
from the State Police to pay more
for public safety in light of the new
Walmart’s arrival in town.  Select
board members have been resistant
to that idea, and at their meeting
Monday evening, they voted to
spend only $50,750 on policing.

They signed a contract with the
Sheriff’s Department that will give
the town 20 hours and 45 minutes
of police patrol each week.  The
department charges $47.03 an hour
for its services.

Afterward they turned their
attention to other issues, including
bridge work on the Eagle Point
Road.  The project is to be paid for
in part with money from the
Federal Lands Access program.
Matching funds on the project,
estimated to cost around $700,000,
will be provided by the state and
the town.

Grant Spates, who chairs the
Derby Select Board, told his
colleagues the project is being
delayed while state and federal
officials pass paper back and forth.

“It wouldn’t be good, if it went
along into August and then they
said ‘go ahead,’” board member
Brian Smith said.

Mr. Spates said his concerns
have more to do with the possibility
of a flood causing the culvert to
collapse.  That culvert is scheduled
to be replaced with a precast
concrete box culvert.

Should it collapse, Mr. Spates
said, the town could haul a
temporary bridge to the site to
span the culvert until work can
begin.

He said the Eagle Point project
ought to be combined with similar
work on the John’s River Road
when the project is put out to bid.
Both projects will be paid for using
the same type of funding, and
contractors are likely to put in
lower bids if they don’t have to
move and set up equipment more
than once.

Derby Zoning Administrator
Robert Kelley, who also takes care

of business for the select board, said
the town has received a $15,000
state grant for engineering on the
Eagle Point project.  He proposed
asking for another to pay for plans
for the John’s River bridge.

In other business, Mr. Smith
told his fellow board members that
the crew at the recycling center
thinks it might be easier to keep
things orderly in the yard if the
center changes its hours from
Saturday and Wednesday to
Saturday, Tuesday, and Thursday.
He said those hours would allow
time to ship recycled goods out so
the bins aren’t always overflowing.

The recycling workers want to
poll users to see if the change would
work for them.  Board member W.
Perry Hunt pointed out that the
current budget only provides money
to run the center two days a week.
If a poll shows that people want to
keep the center open more days,
voters will have to approve higher
spending at Town Meeting, he said.

People continue to slip into the
yard when the center is closed and
leave their recycling, Mr. Smith
said.  He asked what happened to
proposals to install video cameras
on the recycling shed.

Mr. Kelley said the town
solicited bids.  One came in at
around $1,200, but a second, which
was closer to $1,900, included a
license plate reader.

Mr. Smith suggested that the
chosen company be asked to set up
a demonstration so the select board
can see what kind of information
the cameras will provide.

Mr. Spates said the town should
post a sign warning people that
they will be photographed, pursued,
and billed if they try to leave
recycling after hours.  He said it
would be unfair to go after people if
they don’t know they are being
observed.

Mr. Kelley asked the board to
consider revising the zoning
ordinance to create a design review
board to replace the current zoning
board.

He said the planning
commission likes it the way it is,
but things don’t get done as quickly
as they would if the board making
permit decisions was separate from
the one that creates the town plan
and zoning bylaws.

Mr. Spates asked Mr. Kelley to
provide information about his plan
at the next select board meeting.  

Derby Select Board

More policing approved

209 Veterans Ave., Newport, VT 05855 • 802–334–5469, ext. 3309 • nc3.ncsuvt.org
ADULT EDUCATION–Advance your skills, advance your life!

2017 SPRING/SUMMER COURSE SCHEDULE

NEW! Students can now register ONLINE and pay with a credit card!

For more information or to register, visit
nc3.ncsuvt.org or call 802-334-5469 (ext. 3309)

Full course schedule online at: nc3.ncsuvt.org
Up to 50% tuition assistance available for some courses.

Welding (Basic, Intermediate, and Advanced)
$600 (30 hours) includes materials. Learn Basic electric
arc (stick), oxy-fuel, gas metal arc (MIG), and gas tungsten
arc (TIG) welding processes, as well as the safety
procedures required to set up and shut down welding
equipment. Industry certifications can be earned. 
Mondays & Thursdays, May 8–June 8, 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Instructor: Ben Wells

Small Engine Repair
$175 (17.5 hours) optional text $25. Diagnose, assess, and
fix a variety of small engines. 
Thursdays, May 11–June 22, 6–9 p.m.
Instructor: Pedro Grondin

Prepare to be a Paraeducator 
$120 (12 hours) plus $35 text. Understand the role and
responsibilities of this profession with a review for the
ParaPro Exam. 
Mondays, June 5–July 17 (no class July 3)
5:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Andrea Brien

Customer Service and Cash Register Training
$150 (15 hours). Learn how to serve customers with
confidence and impress managers with your capability. 
Monday–Friday, July 17-21. 9 a.m.–noon.
Instructors: Roger Cartee & Sue Birchard

Licensed Nurse Assistant Program (LNA) 
$1,050 course, text $75, licensing fees $150. This 119 hour
State Board of Nursing approved course prepares students
for licensure. Limit 8 students. 
Orientation Tuesday, August 29, 9–11 a.m.
Instructor: Deb Gabucci, R.N.

Personal Care Attendant (PCA)
$175 (17.5 hours) – text included. Practicing PCAs,
potential PCAs, and caregivers are welcome to learn about
infection control, safe transfer of patients, nutrition, and
personal care. 
Tuesdays, June 20 & 27, July 11,  
Fridays, June 30 & July 7, 8:30 a.m.–noon.
Instructor: Deb Gabucci, R.N.

Oil Burner Bronze Training
80 hours. Estimated cost $1200 total. Vermont Fuel
Dealers Association will provide both the basic theory and
"hands on" program training needed for the proper
development of an oil heat service technician. 
Monday–Friday, May 15–26, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Instructor: Bob Hedden

Driver’s Education
$800 includes drug testing. For teenagers or adults who
have a current Vermont learner's permit and want to
obtain a Vermont driver's license. 
Orientation Wednesday, July 19.
Instructors: Tim & Janet Garrow

Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Training  
Class A $5,200 (160 hours) / Class B $3,500 (75 hours).    
Next class July 5, 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
Instructor: Mike Giroux

ServSafe – Food Handler Training
$25 (2.5) includes text and exam. Nationally recognized
certification that is practical for all food service
employees. 
Tuesday, July 18, 1–3:30 p.m. 
Instructor: Cody Duckless

ServSafe – Manager Training
$200 (8 hours) includes text and exam. Train employees
in food sanitation and learn how to prevent foodborne
illness. Saturday, April 22, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
Instructor: Cody Duckless

OSHA Training – Online
Only $25. OSHA 10 for General Industry, Construction
Industry, Agriculture, and Healthcare from the convenience
of home. Please contact our office to register. 

QuickBooks Fundamentals
$300 (30 hours) plus text $80. Streamline bookkeeping,
deductions, payroll, inventory, purchase orders, assets,
equity, tax reports, and more. 
Mondays & Thursdays, June 12–July 17 (no class July 3),
5:30–8:30 p.m. Instructor: Maria Perry

Adobe PhotoShop
$100 (10 hours). Improve images using lasso, magic wand,
color picker, clone tool, and healing brush. 
Wednesdays, May 10–June 7, 6:15–8:15 p.m.
Instructor: Scott Snelgrove

Adobe InDesign
$120 (12 hours). Design high quality brochures, flyers,
business cards, postcards, and books. 
Wednesdays, May 3–June 7, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Harry Mueller

Etsy - Buying and Selling
$60 (6 hours). Buy and sell handmade or vintage items, art
and supplies on Etsy, a web-based marketplace that has
an international audience. 
Thursdays, May 11–25, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Carol Castle

eBay - Buying and Selling
$40 (4 hours). Expand your marketplace. Learn the tricks
of how to buy and sell around the country and the world.
Thursdays, May 25–June 1, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Brian Tetreault

Create a Website with Google
$120 (12 hours). Design a website to promote a small
business, or communicate your message to the global
community. 
Thursdays, May 4–June 8, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Matthew Baughman

Northeast Kingdom Writer's Guide to Publishing
$40 (4 hours). Find out what publishing venues might be
best for your writing style and subjects. 
Thursdays, May 18 & 25, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Tanya Sousa

Watercolor
$130 (10 hours) materials included. Build on current
drawing skills in a new medium for artistic expression and
enhance color theory understanding. 
Wednesdays, May 10–June 7, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Natalie Guillette

Ceramic Pots and Planters
$90 (8 hours) Includes materials. Decorate your indoor
and outdoor living space with functional art. 
Thursdays, May 18–June 8, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Ally Howell

Basic Digital Photography
$60 (6 hours). Begin learning the advanced functions of
your DSLR camera. 
Thursdays, June 8–22, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Rob Boskind

Advanced Digital Photography
$80 (8 hours). Take your basic digital photography skills to
the next level. 
Thursdays, June 29–July 20, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Rob Boskind

Kripalu Yoga
$40 (4 sessions). A combination of meditation, pranayama
(breath work), and asana (pose flow) ending with
savasana. All levels welcome. Please bring your own mat. 
Thursdays, May 25–June 15, 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Instructor: Rachel Wasilewski

Kombucha Brewing
$25 (2 hours), includes materials. Learn to make this
popular fermented tea. Includes science, ingredients,
SCOBY (mother), and container. 
Tuesday, May 23, 6–8 p.m.
Instructor: Emily Dehoff

Amazing Appetizers
$120 (9 hours) Includes materials. Hosting a party?
Restaurant quality finger foods that you can make at
home. 
Mondays, May 1–15, 5–8 p.m.
Instructor: Sky Bohannon

Farmer’s Market to Table
$120 (9 hours) includes materials. Convert tasty, fresh
and seasonal selections into meals for your family. 
Mondays, June 5–19, 5–8 p.m.
Instructor: Sky Bohannon

CLASS FULL

WOOD PELLET
EARLY PRE-BUY

We have the largest supply of 

pellets in the Northeast Kingdom!

Energex Premium 
Grade Wood Pellets
$229/TON Order by May 31st 

(or while supplies last)
Home Delivery Available

3262 US Rte. 5, Derby VT
766-2714 - Open Mon.-Fri. 7-5:30 Sat. 7-4
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$208 per ton for Energex Premium Wood Pellets
(60% softwood and 40% hardwood)
$204 per ton for CUBEX 100% Wood Pellets
Order by June 3rd, or while supplies last. 
Home delivery available.

 
 

      

    
  

  

    
   

  

     
      

3262 US Route 5, Derby, VT
766-2714 • Open Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-4.
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — U.S. Representative Peter
Welch brought his spring recess tour of the state
to the Northeast Kingdom on April 20 with a visit
to Derby and Newport.

The state’s only Congressional member asked
local leaders what they need from the federal
government, but the news he offered in exchange
was not particularly good.

Mr. Welch said the budget President Donald
Trump proposed completely eliminates two
programs that have provided a great deal of
benefit to the region in past years.  They are the
community development block grant program and
the Northern Border Regional Commission.

Both have brought millions of dollars to
Vermont for infrastructure, housing, and other
community projects.

Mr. Welch said both programs are especially
important in rural states, noting that a number of
his Republican colleagues represent such areas.
The Congressman said he thinks it possible that
a bipartisan coalition will keep the proposed cuts
from going into effect.

He held his first meeting of the day in Derby,
where officials from Derby, Newport, and Derby
Center came together to tell Mr. Welch the kind
of work they will need to do over the next few
years to maintain basic services.

Newport City Manager Laura Dolgin, Derby
Zoning Administrator Robert Kelley, who serves
as de factor town manager, Derby Select Board
member Beula-Jean Shattuck, and Newport City
Council President John Wilson were among those
who greeted the congressman.

Tom Bernier, Newport’s director of public
works, said he believes his city will need to spend
$16-million in coming years to repair roads and
replace aging water and sewer lines.

Newport is also waiting to hear if the Agency
of Natural Resources will require the city to treat
stormwater runoff before discharging it into Lake
Memphremagog.  About ten years ago the city
separated its sanitary sewer system from the
stormwater lines at the state’s request.

Should the state require Newport to change
back, it will greatly restrict the amount of sewage
treatment capacity available to serve new

businesses in Newport and Derby.  That could
mean the current plant will need to be expanded.

Derby Center owns some of the treatment
capacity in the Newport plant, but if businesses
come to the area in the wake of the new Walmart,
it may not be able to serve their needs.  

Mr. Bernier said Newport needs to rebuild a
number of its streets.  The state does not pay for
the upkeep of highways that are within Newport’s
borders, he said.

Grant Spates, the chair of the Derby Select

Board, said his town is looking at similar issues,
although water and sewer services are handled by
the town’s two villages, Derby Center and Derby
Line.

Mr. Spates told Mr. Welch that Derby Line is
served by the International Water Company,
which pumps water back and forth across the
border from wells in Canada to a reservoir in the
U.S. and back again.

He said the company’s lines along Canusa
Avenue date from the early part of the twentieth
century and need replacing.  Derby Line is
responsible for the lines on the U.S. side of the
border, Mr. Spates said.

Marcel Caron, who was introduced as being
the entire Derby Village Water Company,
admitted that he has more to do than a person
can handle.  He recalled a recent vacation out
west during which he spent five whole days
instructing contract workers on how to repair
problems in the water system.

Like the others at the meeting, Mr. Caron said
his lines are aging and will need replacement.

After hearing from the municipal leaders, Mr.
Welch visited the Veterans Administration (VA)
clinic on Crawford Road in Newport.

The clinic opened almost seven years ago at
North Country Hospital.  It was open only one
day a week then.  Today it has its own offices and
operates five days a week, Alfred Montoya Jr., the
director of the White River Junction VA Medical
Center, told Mr. Welch.

He said about 700 veterans currently use the
Newport clinic, about as many as are seen at the
VA’s Brattleboro clinic.

Nurse Rachael Pelletier said patients like the
convenience of getting basic medical care without
having to drive to White River Junction.  And the
clinic staff is well acquainted with the patients
and can ask about their spouses and children.

It’s like family, Ms. Pelletier said.
Mr. Montoya said the Vermont VA facilities

offer same-day appointments for veterans who
need care.

Ms. Pelletier said many of the vets suffer
from conditions such as diabetes, hypertension,
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

“We have a lot of smokers,” Ms. Pelletier said.
“They smoked in the service and have a hard time
getting off cigarettes.”

Although many suffer from diseases that
could be eased, Ms. Pelletier said, her patients
don’t like to change their lifestyle.

She explained to Mr. Welch why many find it
difficult to do so, even if they want to change.

“There’s not much money up here,” Ms.
Pelletier said.  “People eat a lot of simple
carbohydrates because they’re inexpensive.”

Ms. Pelletier showed Mr. Welch the
examining rooms, pointing out terminals that
allow doctors elsewhere in the state to examine
patients over the Internet.

(Continued on page thirteen.)

Peter Welch (center) talks with Karen Geraghty of the Northeastern Vermont Development Association (NVDA)
during his visit with local business leaders at the Goodrich Memorial Library in Newport.  Others at the table
included Diane Peel back to camera, Gary Gillespie (left), Claudio Fort (right), and Stephen Marsh.

Photos by Joseph Gresser

Congressman Welch tours the Kingdom
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578 East
Main Street
Newport,
Vermont
05855

334-2100

What’s your risk number?
In just a minute or two, by completing a short questionnaire on my website, you will see your
risk number. It shows you, with a very high degree of probability, how much portfolio volatility
(movement up or down in the price of your investments) that you are comfortable with, based
on your answer. If you’d like to review your portfolio to see how closely it reflects your risk
number or how well you are progressing toward your retirement and other financial goals,
I would be happy to offer you a 30 minute review meeting, without cost or obligation. 
I look forward to the opportunity to help you! 

Find your Risk Number at www.decellesfinancial.com.
To schedule your free 30 minute meeting, call 334-2100.

E-mail: paul.decelles@lpl.com.
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial – a registered

investment advisor – member FINRA-SIPC.
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Mr. Montoya said inadequate
broadband service can make it hard
to use that technology.

Many patients need help with
post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), and psychologists and
psychiatrists visit the clinic to see
patients.  Some are getting
counseling using the telemedicine
system, Ms. Pelletier said.

Mr. Welch headed off for his
next appointment, a visit to
Columbia Forest Products veneer
mill in Newport.  There he was
greeted by a group of administrators
with whom he ate lunch.

The Congressman expressed his
pleasure at the spread put before
him.

“I’m not used to being treated so
well,” he said.  “This is great for
someone from an institution with a
7 percent approval rating.”

Gary Gillespie, a company vice-
president, welcomed Mr. Welch and
thanked him for helping with a
tariff case now before the
International Trade Commission.
The remaining members of the
group introduced themselves, and
Mr. Welch questioned them about
their careers with Columbia.

One asked Mr. Welch about a
report that said he had started a
caucus made up of members of
Congress who want to get things
done.

“Congress is broken.  If we don’t
pass policies, your job gets harder,”
Mr. Welch responded.  “I’ve helped
start the problem solvers caucus
with 30 Democrats and 30
Republicans.  Our political views
differ, but what we share is a belief
in the need to work.”

“We don’t see eye to eye,” Mr.
Welch went on, “but we want to
make progress.  I’ll settle for
progress.  The basic job of a
Legislature is to pass budgets, we
haven’t passed a budget in three or
four years.”

He said Congress has been on
autopilot since the sequester
agreement limiting what can be
spent on domestic and military
programs was put in place.  Mr.
Welch said it has to get back to
doing its job.

He was given a quick tour of the
mill before heading off for his final
stop in Newport, a visit with local
business leaders at the Goodrich
Memorial Library.

There he sat with Stephen
Marsh, the former president of
Community National Bank, Claudio
Fort, CEO of North Country
Hospital, Mike Welch, senior project
manager for Northern Community
Investment Corporation (NCIC),
Diane Peel, Tracy Zschau, of the
Vermont Land Trust, Kathryn
Austin, president and CEO of
Community National Bank, and Mr.
Gillespie.

Representative Welch again
outlined what he sees as problems
with the budget proposed by
President Trump.  He then asked
what business needs in the Newport
area.

Mr. Welch of NCIC said the
community development block grant
program has been essential to
development in the Northeast
Kingdom.  Although the actual
dollar amounts provided are often
small, they generate a large amount
of economic activity, he said.

Ms. Austin said the Newport
City Renaissance Committee has
taken advantage of community
development block grant money to
promote development in the city’s
downtown.

Ms. Zschau showed a map of the
Scott Farm, which her organization
bought last year.  She outlined
plans to develop an extended
walking and biking trail stretching
from Newport’s downtown to the
border.

She said her family recently
biked into Canada, where they had
lunch in a restaurant that was filled
with other cyclists.  Cycling trails
run all the way to Montreal, she
said. 

Representative Welch asked if
border crossing continues to be
problem for businesses in the area.

All agreed that it does.  Among
other difficulties, they cited the
unwillingness of Customs officials to
inspect planes at Northeast
Kingdom International Airport in
Coventry.  Flights from Canada are
diverted to Burlington before they

are allowed to land in Coventry, Mr.
Welch heard.

Mr. Marsh said he is concerned
by provisions of the Dodd-Frank act,
which was passed to rein in abuses
by banks and corporations.  The
law’s regulations are too hard and
expensive for smaller banks to
handle, he said.

He noted the loss of locally
based banks around the state,
saying that it made doing business
in Vermont towns much more
difficult.

Representative Welch said he
generally supports Dodd-Frank, but
has been persuaded by Mr. Marsh
that regulation on small banks
needs to be loosened.

Ms. Peel said she is working to
set up wireless Internet for Newport
residents who cannot afford services
from the commercial broadband
providers.  She said she financed

many of her community activities
out of her salary as a nurse, but
cannot continue to do so now that
she is retired.

Mr. Fort said his organization
ran into Internet problems when a
radiologist moved into the area.
The hospital went to great lengths
to set up a wireless link to the
doctor’s house so he could be
notified in case of emergencies.

Representative Welch said rural
areas continue to lag behind other
parts of the country when it comes
to their communication
infrastructure.

He said he would do what he
could to make sure the budget
includes programs that are essential
to the needs of the Kingdom.
Congressman Welch then headed
down to Lyndon State College to
meet with students.

Rachael Pelletier shows off the Newport VA clinic to Representative Peter Welch.

Spring & Summer
Apparel & Footwear

arriving daily!
MEN, WOMEN & KIDS!

...and many more brands!

CLOTHING CO.
802-472-5334 •  HARDWICK, VT
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 9:30-4:30

HARDWICK

OPENING FOR THE SEASON MAY 3rd at 11 a.m.! Hours: Wed.-Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Quality Food! Charming Atmosphere! Family Owned & Operated: Jason & Amanda Boutin

,

744-2002

ROUTE 100, LOWELL, VT

MOUNTAIN COUNTRY SOAP
Bath & Body Products

Since 1999

Whether you’re across town or across the country,
SHOP ANYTIME WITH FREE SHIPPING OFFERS!
www.MountainCountrySoap.com and AMAZON

Open to the public Saturday 9-5 or by
appointment for your convenience.

802-334-5394
322 Petit Road, Newport, VT

(Route 105 West, left onto Petit Road, just before Dari Joi’s.)

2370 VT Rte. 100, Lowell, VT • Owner: Andre Tetreault, Jr.
20+ Years in Business!  744-6805

VERMONT STATE INSPECTIONS

All Car & Motorcycle
Inspections $40 All-Brand

Tire Dealer

Automotive Repair
& Small Engine Repair Shop

FLASH’S FIX-IT SHOP

DOCKS
• Aluminum Docks

• Boat Lifts

• Floating Docks/
Swim Rafts

• Adjustable Leg Docks • 3 Types of Decking

• Delivery & Installation

Derek Moore • E-mail: derekc32@yahoo.com
Home: 802-766-8899 • Cell: 802-793-0270 • Fax: 802-766-4988

Welch braces leaders for austere federal budget
(Continued from page twelve.)
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — Burlington
developer Rick Bove, the new owner
of the old J.J. Newberry’s building,
plans to convert the vacant store to
a five-story apartment building.
The plan was recently unveiled by
Ernie Pomerleau, the owner of
Waterfront Plaza, the former owner
of the building, and a Chittenden
County developer.

According to Newport Zoning
Administrator Charles Elliott, Mr.
Bove has yet to ask for a building
permit.  Mr. Elliott said he has a
couple of questions about the
building, most notably, whether its
parking garage will have enough
spaces to meet the requirements of
the city’s zoning ordinance.

Plans for the building show 26
apartments but only 21 parking
spaces.  Zoning regulations call for
four spaces for every dwelling unit.

Mr. Elliott said he understands
that the building is designed to
accommodate younger workers.  He
suggested nurses or teachers who
are just starting out might find

suitable housing in the new
building.  Plans show a mixture of
one-,, two-, and three-bedroom
apartments. 

In addition to city permits, Mr.

Bove will need an Act 250 permit.
He should have little trouble getting
state approval.

Recent law lessens permit
requirements in designated

downtowns.  New buildings only
require sign-offs stating that
construction won’t disturb a
valuable archaeological site and
that the building isn’t located in a
brownfield.  They also need a letter
from the state Division of Historic
Preservation saying the design
accords with the character of the
city.

Mr. Bove plans to divide the
store into two smaller retail spaces.
They will not be as deep as the
present store because some of the
space is needed for the parking
garage, which will be located on the
first and second floors of the
building.

Mr. Pomerleau also announced
that his new tenant at Waterfront
Plaza will be a Dollar Tree store.
Workers have spent all winter
remodeling the space and, according
to Mr. Elliott, Dollar Tree
employees will soon be installing
coolers and other equipment to get
it ready to open sometime in May or
early June.

Former Newberry building to become apartments 

A drawing of the proposed redevelopment of Newport’s old J.J. Newberry’s building
show the four-story addition sitting atop the old store.  In the drawing the building is
depicted as it would be seen from Main Street.  Plans call for two storefronts with the
entrance to the apartment complex between them.  

Drawing courtesy of Ernie Pomerleau

Seeking to recognize a leading Vermont
environmentalist and honor the legacy of a
legendary wildlife advocate, Green Mountain
Power is seeking nominations for the 2017 GMP-
Zetterstrom Environmental Award.

Presented annually and named for famed
osprey advocate Meeri Zetterstrom of Milton, the
award is given to one person, business, group or
non-profit who has made a significant
contribution to Vermont’s environment.  The
award is accompanied by a $2,500 donation to the
winner’s environmental cause.

“Meeri’s legacy continues to be visible in the
dozens of ospreys that now make Vermont home,
and the Vermonters who emulate her passion and
perseverance,” GMP President and CEO Mary
Powell said.  “We have been thrilled with the
quality of applicants over the years, and hope for
some inspiring nominees for the 2017 award.”

Ms. Zetterstrom, a passionate wildlife
advocate unafraid of making waves, began what
became a statewide initiative to restore
endangered ospreys in Vermont in the late 1980s.
Despite people annoying the birds accidentally
and intentionally, and repeated nest failures, Ms.
Zetterstrom was a passionate advocate who
remained focused on her goal.

She lived in a small cabin with a bird’s-eye

view of Lake Arrowhead in Milton, and was
among the first to notice when a couple of ospreys
returned to fish the lake’s waters after their near
extinction in Vermont in the 1940s.

Her vision, collaboration, and leadership
prompted utilities, the state, and private
landowners to work together, and ultimately led
to the resurgence of ospreys over the next 20
years.

The birds were removed from the endangered
species list in 2005, and plans for the Zetterstrom
Award were announced shortly before Ms.
Zetterstrom died in 2010.

GMP Vice President Steve Costello worked
closely with Ms. Zetterstrom, and came to view
her as a grandmotherly figure — with attitude.

“Meeri was warm and charming but she was
also direct and forceful when she wanted to get a
specific thing done in her quest,” Mr. Costello
said.  “She had a singular focus on bringing
ospreys back, and it permeated virtually every
aspect of her life.  She was also one of the most
caring, gentle, and thoughtful people I’ve ever
met.”

Past award recipients include Sally Laughlin,
a leading wildlife advocate and scientist whose
work was instrumental in restoring three species
of endangered birds in Vermont; Michael Smith,

the founder of Rutland’s Pine Hill Park; Margaret
Fowle, who led Vermont’s peregrine falcon
restoration program; Kelly Stettner, who founded
the Black River Action Team in southern
Vermont; and Lake Champlain International, a
nonprofit working to protect, restore and
revitalize Lake Champlain and its communities.

Nominations for the GMP-Zetterstrom
Environmental Award will be accepted through
May 31, and the winner will be announced this
summer.  The winner will be chosen by a panel of
GMP employees with responsibilities related to
land management, resource protection,
community relations, and education, and
environmental compliance.

Nominations may be made by the nominee or
by any other entity and should demonstrate a
commitment of the nominee to benefit Vermont,
its land, air or water, wildlife or the enjoyment of
the outdoors by others.  This may be through
educational efforts, environmental stewardship,
resource rehabilitation, protection, preservation
or conservation.

Vermonters of any age may be nominated.
For a nomination application and more
information, visit www.greenmountainpower.com.
— from GMP.

Nominations sought for Zetterstrom Environmental Award

w w w.thecarpetconnectionvt .com

199 Depot Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9026
Fax: (802) 626-4020

THE CARPET
CONNECTION

~ We Sell Only Flooring; That Saves You Money ~

Need a Mother’s Day gift?

How about Father’s Day?

Or an anniversary?

Floor covering makes a great gift!

Don’t worry about size or color —
Gift certificates available!

Mom – Dad – Grad – Bride & Groom...
delight them with a gift from

the flooring specialists!

BARTON Green Up Day
Saturday, May 6   OUR 47TH YEAR!

Rain or Shine!
FREE GREEN BAGS at:

• Barton Town Clerk’s office
• E.M. Brown & Son, Barton

• J.B. Colton, Orleans
Leave bags anywhere — on the roads in the
Town of Barton (which includes Orleans), OR

bring to the dumpsters at Town Garage, next to
recycling, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on Sat., May 6.

FREE ICE CREAM!
NO household, yard trash, electronics, furniture, or

hazardous waste (metal OK).
Call Ozzie or Judy Henchel at 525-3944, and let us

know what road you are doing.

Look around...Green Up Day really needs
you...especially the younger generation. Thanks!

Gift Shop Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-4, Sat. 10-4.

259 Derby Pond Rd.
Derby,VT

Stephen & Amy Wheeler

(802) 766-2700
jedsmaple.com

TOURS • TASTING • MUSEUM • GIFT SHOP

SAVE
THE DAT E!

Our 2nd
Annual Bird
Walk in the

Sugarwoods
is Saturday,

May 20th!
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by Joseph Gresser

U.S. District Court Judge Darrin Gayles gave
preliminary approval to a $150-million settlement
that could mean repayment of millions of dollars
Jay Peak and Burke Mountain owe to contractors
and tradespeople.  

Michael Goldberg, the court-appointed
receiver of property owned by Ariel Quiros, spent
nearly ten months negotiating the agreement
with Raymond James & Associates, the company
that handled the financial transactions on which
federal and state fraud charges against Mr.
Quiros are based.

Judge Gayles must give his final approval
and issue an order shutting down several class
action lawsuits filed against the financial services
firm and barring further suits before the
settlement is complete and any funds are paid.

The agreement calls for Raymond James to
hand over $91.7-million to Mr. Goldberg within
20 days of the date Judge Gayles signs the
settlement and bars further lawsuits against the
company.  Raymond James will pay out the
remaining $53.8-million within 20 days of the
order becoming final. 

Judge Gayles scheduled a hearing for June 30
to allow investors who are not satisfied with the
proposed deal to explain their objections.

If and when the judge accepts the settlement,
there are a lot of people who will have reason to
be pleased.

Among them are contractors who worked on
the Hotel Burke and are still owed $3.6-million
and those at Jay Peak’s Stateside project, who
have been waiting for $2.2-million that is due to
them.  Those contractors will get all of the money
that is due them, Mr. Goldberg said in a recent
interview.

He will use another $17.5-million to complete
the projects originally planned for the Stateside
portion of the ski area.

Tradespeople who did business with Jay Peak
and were left with some $5.1-million in unpaid
bills last April when the receiver took over the
resort, will also see their money if the deal is
ratified.  The settlement will also be used to clear
those debts.

Another $3-million will go to Burke Mountain
Academy to take care of money it is owed.

A limited number of the EB-5 investors will
also have the $500,000 they put into some
projects returned to them.

Those include investors who put up the
money to build the Tram Haus Lodge, the first of
the visa-funded projects at the hotel.  All of the
projects were set up as limited partnerships, but
only the Tram Haus project had its partnership
dissolved.

The Tram Haus investors have been holding
promissory notes, which Mr. Goldberg will

redeem using a total of $15.3-million in
settlement funds.

He will also pay back all remaining investors
in the AnC Bio biomedical facility.  That project
ran out of money well before any significant work
was done, and there is nothing of value that the
investors can sell to get their money back.

Mr. Quiros sold the land on which the facility
was to be built for $6-million, which the SEC
filing said was a highly inflated price.

Mr. Goldberg will distribute $67-million to
repay that group of investors.  He also will pay
$1-million to Burke investors who were denied
visas by the federal government because the hotel
did not create as many jobs as projected.

EB-5 visas are granted to people who put at
least $500,000 into a project that creates ten or
more jobs.  Without the jobs, the investors do not
get visas.

It is possible that more Burke investors may
wind up in the same situation, so Mr. Goldberg
will have an additional $10-million to deal with
that contingency.

The remaining investors in projects at Jay
and in the Hotel Burke will be repaid when the
two ski areas are sold.  Mr. Goldberg said they
will share in the profits if the resorts are sold for
more than their investments, but if the sale price
is lower than what they put into the resort they
will have to take a hit.

He promised to do whatever he can to make
the pot of money left at the end of the day as big
as possible.

One group that will have its own pot to divide

is made up of the lawyers who represented
investors in the class action suits against
Raymond James.  The settlement sets aside $25-
million to handle their claims.

Judge Gayles will be the one to determine how
much each group of lawyers gets.  He will hold a
separate hearing before making that decision.

Raymond James and Joel Burstein, the
manager of one of its southern Florida branches,
were sued by Mr. Goldberg and investors because
of their role in alleged fraud by Mr. Quiros.

According to civil charges filed by the federal
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and
the state Department of Financial Regulation,
Mr. Quiros mishandled or misused about $200-
million of the $350-million he raised for EB-5
projects.  He has also been accused of taking $50-
million of that money for his own use.

Mr. Quiros continues to deny those charges.
In their charges, the government says Mr.

Quiros purchased Jay Peak using EB-5 money
passed through Raymond James accounts, even
though the financial company had been notified
that he was not permitted to use the cash in that
way.

The company also allowed Mr. Quiros to
borrow against investors’ money and helped him
to hide that fact, the SEC says.

Raymond James did not admit any
wrongdoing when it signed the settlement with
Mr. Goldberg.

$150-million settlement gets preliminary approval
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Food • Music • Drinks

Sweet HarmonySweet Harmony
4349 U.S. Route 5, Irasburg, VT (formerly Brewski’s) • (802) 754-1126
Open Wed. & Thurs. 4-9 p.m., Fri. 4 p.m.-midnight, Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight, Sun. 11
a.m.-8 p.m. Closed Mon. & Tues. 21 & older on Fri. & Sat. nights after 8 p.m.

Family Friendly Dining with Kids’  Menu!
Music & Dancing Every Friday & Saturday Night!

FOOD SPECIALS 4/26-4/30
Fried Mac & Cheese Rolls, Seafood Chowder, Grilled Chicken

Sandwich, Cherry Cheesecake Parfaits, and Carmelitas.
OPEN WEEKENDS AT 11 AM FOR LUNCH!

THIS WEEKEND...
4/28 - Good Time Music DJ 8-12, 21+.

4/29 - ETA (Evansville Transit Authority) 21+, $5 cover.

COMING UP IN MAY...
5/5 - First Friday Karaoke • 5/6 - Raized on Radio

5/12 - Mind Trap • 5/13 - Tim Brick Band
5/18 - Good Time Music DJ • 5/19 - Big Whiskey Social Club

5/26 - Good Time Music DJ • 5/27 - Sutton River Band

• Derby
• Lyndonville 
• St. Johnsbury 
• Littleton, NH

OPEN
DAILY

at 5 AM.
Free WiFi • Gift cards always available.

for $4

Try our new
Lemon

Poppyseed
Muffin!

$1
$2

Any size hot coffee!
Medium iced coffee!
Any size soft drink!

Small McCafe
smoothie, frappe, 
or milkshake!

New! $4.99 ea.
for a limited time!
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by Brad Usatch

Two North Country Union High School
graduates were among the honorees on Saturday
night at the DoubleTree hotel in South
Burlington as the Vermont Sports Hall of Fame
held an induction ceremony for its class of 2017. 

Former high school track and field champion
and amateur boxing champion Tony Robitaille,
and North Country and Norwich University
hockey and soccer standout Guy Gaudreau were
enshrined in a class of 13 inductees that included
Olympic skier Lindy Cochran Kelley, equestrian
gold medalist Tad Coffin, and distance running
pioneer and seven-time Boston Marathon winner
Clarence DeMar.

Mr. Robitaille graduated from North Country
in 1975.  A state champion in two track and field
throwing events, he really made his mark on the
sports world when he took up boxing about two
years after high school.  

“I was still living at home, I was working at
Butterfield’s in Derby Line, and I needed some
direction, some competition,” Mr. Robitaille said.

He said he approached Donald Veburst, a
Derby Line veterinarian with a history of boxing
and coaching.  He trained with Dr. Veburst in his
gym on the second floor of his barn.  

Mr. Robitaille won his first fight in St.
Johnsbury in 1977 and went on to an amateur
career that included four straight heavyweight
titles in both the Vermont and New England
Golden Gloves tournaments.

Mr. Robitaille said it was 1981 when he lost a
split decision to a young Mike Tyson.    

“It was close,” Mr. Robitaille said.  “I was
backing up and moving sideways and
counterpunching.  I kept countering and he was
just a comer.  He was a tough customer and a
good fighter.”

Mr. Robitaille called the induction ceremony
“a fantastic, well-organized” event and said he
plans to return in future years just to enjoy it as
a spectator.

“When I got the call, I just started thinking
about the whole thing and it came over me like a
flood of memories,” he said.  

Looking back he said he has no regrets.  He
said he would have had a strong shot to make the
1980 Olympic team, but that was the year the
U.S. boycotted the summer games.  As for turning
pro, he said it crossed his mind, but he felt he
made the right decision walking away when he
did.

“My gut feeling was to call it quits,” he said.
“I had three concussions through my career.  You
hear stories about boxers’ brains turning to mush.
I just  thought it was time to hang it up.” 

Mr. Robitaille now lives in Williston.  He said
he has a wonderful family and is nearing the end
of a career with UPS.  He called boxing “a great
chapter in his life,” and said that, for the most
part, he wouldn’t change a thing.

Mr. Robitaille said he was nervous about
addressing the crowd before he arrived at the
ceremony, but the nerves melted away when he
bumped into so many old friends at the event.  He
did get a little choked up while giving his speech
and said he wished he had made more of a point
to thank his big brother Robin, a Barton resident
who Mr. Robitaille said was always there to
support him.

“He was instrumental in helping me along,”
Mr. Robitaille said of his brother.  “He was
always sports minded.  When he saw I was going
to pursue boxing, he got behind me, sparred with
me, traveled with me and my trainer Mike
Armstrong, he even helped me through my track
and field days.  He is the kind of guy who learned
things as he went along, and it wasn’t just me, he
was always willing to help other people, too.”

One of the friends Mr. Robitaille bumped into
at the ceremony was his “old buddy” Guy
Gaudreau.  Mr. Gaudreau graduated from North
Country in 1976, just a year behind Mr.
Robitaille.  Mr. Gaudreau was one of the most
prolific scorers in both hockey and soccer in
Vermont high school history, and he continued to
find the net in both sports at Norwich University.

Mr. Gaudreau led the Falcons to Division I
soccer titles in 1974 and 1975, finishing his
varsity career with 63 goals and 36 assists.

He was part of the group that built the North
Country hockey program, taking it from a club
team in his freshman year, to Division II varsity
as a sophomore, and D-I in his final two years.
He finished with 118 career goals in three varsity
years, including 51 goals as a senior when the
Falcons took a perfect 15-0 record into the
championship game before being upended 5 to 3
by BFA-St. Albans.

“We progressed pretty quickly,” said Mr.
Gaudreau.  “We were pretty fortunate to have a
strong group of kids.”

Even now, 40 years later, he was able to
rattle off the names of just about every one on
those soccer and hockey rosters, many of the kids
playing on both teams, as he did.

In college he was no less prolific.  A four-year
starter in soccer, he had 30 career goals for the
Cadets and was an All-New England pick in his
senior year.

He led the hockey team in scoring three of his
four seasons, finishing with 88 goals and 56
assists.

After graduating Norwich in 1980, he coached
hockey and taught at North Country.  A business
opportunity eventually took him to New Jersey
where for years he has operated ice rinks and
continued to coach.

Guy Gaudreau is perhaps best known as the
father of “Johnny Hockey.”

Mr. Gaudreau’s son Johnny earned the
moniker for his career at Boston College.  In
2014, he won the Hobey Baker award as the best
player in college hockey.  He went on to the NHL
and has just completed his third season with the
Calgary Flames where he  has tallied 73 goals
and 131 assists.  Johnny Hockey’s proud
grandparents, John and Denise, still live in Guy’s
boyhood home in Beebe Plain.

Guy Gaudreau said he thought about trying
to go pro, but he wasn’t being recruited by any
professional teams, and, more to the point, he’d
just had enough of hockey by the end of his run at
Norwich.

“My dad gave me some good advice,” Mr.
Gaudreau said.  “He said whether it’s sneakers,
cleats, or skates, when you bend over to tie them,
if you’re not enjoying it, you shouldn’t be doing it.”

Governor Phil Scott was on hand to present
each of the inductees a green granite plaque
carved in the the shape of Vermont.

“It’s a great honor,” said Mr. Gaudreau.  “It’s
amazing how many people came up to me and
told me they remembered me playing hockey and
soccer.  It’s been such a long time and it was
pretty exciting.” 

A portion of the proceeds raised by the $75-a-
plate awards dinner will benefit the Vermont
Sports Hall of Fame’s designated charity, Prevent
Child Abuse Vermont (PCAV).  The event has
raised over $10,000 for PCAV since its inception
in 2012.

Two Falcons named to Vermont Sports Hall of Fame

The Lake Region Union High School track
and field team had its first meet of the season on
April 19 at North Country Union High School.
They had many great performances, despite
steady rain and cold temperatures.  

Freshman Joslyn Hinton placed third in shot
put, sixth in the 100m dash, and was part of the
team’s second place 4-by-100m relay team along
with senior Margo Foster, freshman Annie
Doucet, and sophomore Emma Downs.  Other top
finishes for Lake Region came from junior
Catherine Close, who won the javelin throw,
senior Margo Foster, who was third in the 300m
hurdles, and senior Emily Klar, who was fourth
in the 800m run.  

Top finishes for the boys included junior Chad
Royer taking sixth in the 200m dash and
freshman Andrew Hicks, sixth in the 400m dash.
Freshmen Cole Royer and Jorden Prue finished
fourth and sixth, respectively, in the 800m run.  

The team’s next meet will be Wednesday,
May 3, at 3:30 p.m. at Lyndon Institute.  —
submitted by Liz Chichester.

Lake Region
track and field
kicks off season

WE BUY HOUSES
SELL YOUR HOME TODAY!
• We close at your convenience.
• We can solve all your real estate
problems.

• We close fast.
• We buy problem houses.
• We buy nice houses.
• We buy ugly houses.
• We buy estate houses.
• We buy foreclosure houses.
• Moving and need to sell.
• Call us and stop foreclosure.
• Retiring and downsizing.
Call us first to see how

we can help you!
Call for free message now!

1-802-334-6665
Tanguaybuyshomes.com

Parker Conflict Resolution
mediation services

because peace of mind matters.......

Hal Parker
professional mediator and facilitator

P.O. Box 302, Barton, VT 05822

Halbondparker@aol.com
802-525-6535 Oct. 15-May 14
802-525-3735 May 15-Oct. 14

Transport & Home Delivery of
FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • DIESEL • KEROSENE

Burner Service Available
Phone: 802-744-2555 

Toll free: 800-286-2750 • Fax: 802-744-2525 • E-mail: oilsupplycorp@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 89, Troy, VT 05868 • Winter hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.oilsupplycorp.com

ACCEPTING
NEW

CUSTOMERS!

24 Years in
business!
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We want to share your Amazing Photos!
Send your photos to: Amazing Photos, c/o the Chronicle, P.O. Box 660, 

Barton, VT 05822  or e-mail it to: thechronicleinc@gmail.com with 
“Amazing Photo” in the subject line.

Photo submitted by Lynne Berard.

MEMBER FDIC

A good foundation…
starts with a  GREAT loan!

10 LOCATIONS IN THE NORTHEAST KINGDOM OF VT AND NORTHERN NH

passumpsicbank.com

Start building toward your dreams by talking with our Mortgage Specialists!

Karen Covill
NMLS #653462 
Lancaster, NH 
(603) 788-4715

Laura McHarg
NMLS #835386 
Lyndonville, VT
(802) 473-7020

Alycia Vosinek
NMLS #409087 
St. Johnsbury, VT 
(802) 751-4218

Tira Santaw
NMLS #1507426 
Newport, VT 
(802) 334-1064

• Ground Up 
Construction or 
Substantial Rehab

• Land Purchase
• Primary Residence  

or Second Home

Your construction-to-permanent financing  
in ONE closing with a low competitive fixed rate
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Rural Vermont will conclude Groundswell, a
statewide community conversation tour on
Wednesday, April 26, at Sterling College, from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  The event, in Simpson 3 at 16
Sterling Drive is free and open to the public.
People can apply for farmer or childcare stipends
by calling (802) 223-7222.

Rural Vermont’s Community Conversation
Tour is meant to engage communities in dialogue
about land use, livelihood, food, and the future of
Vermont.  At each of the tour stops, Rural
Vermont farmer-leaders and staff will present a
vision for an agricultural economy in Vermont
that delivers health and vitality to farmer, eater,
soil, environment, and community alike.

Attendees will be invited to identify priorities,

barriers, and pathways to systemic change at the
individual, community, and statewide levels.
Rural Vermont will use the results from all tour
events to shape its plan for moving Vermont
towards this shared vision for a just agriculture
and economy which serve all Vermonters and the
land we inhabit.

At the Craftsbury gathering, local host
Meghan Stotko of Heartwood Farm in South
Albany will welcome attendees and offer
Groundswell as “an opportunity to continue to
listen, relate, and create vitality and justice in
our local food system.”  The community
conversation will be punctuated by a light dinner,
along with live music by Jeanne and Jim with
Fishhead during the breaks.  Farmer and

childcare stipends are available on a limited
basis, to make it easier for farmers and families
to participate.

Rural Vermont recognizes the urgency of the
crises we face and envisions a future where
Vermont farmers thrive while nourishing their
communities with nutrient-dense food grown from
healthy animals and living soils, where profits
stay local and support small businesses, where
farmers are incentivized to adopt regenerative
practices that sequester carbon and fight climate
change, and where every Vermonter can
determine what food is best for their family to eat.

For more information about Groundswell and
to RSVP, call (802) 223-7222 or visit
www.ruralvermont.org.  — from Rural Vermont.

Rural Vermont to host talk on land use, livelihood, food

The Vermont Association of Snow Travelers
(VAST), is launching a $3-million capital
campaign for the continued redevelopment of the
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail (LVRT).  When
completed, the trail, extending 93 miles from St.
Johnsbury to Swanton, will be the longest rail
trail in New England.  As a year-round
recreational corridor, it serves walkers and
runners, bicyclists, snowmobilers, horseback
riders, cross-country skiers, and mushers.  VAST
Executive Director Cindy Locke believes that the
trail is going to be the top four-season recreation
destination in Vermont when it is completed.  In
addition to its recreational amenities, the LVRT
will be a powerful economic engine for the 18
towns along its route.

Since 1997, VAST has partnered with the
Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) in
using the abandoned railroad right-of-way as a

snowmobile trail.  In 2005, federal funding was
secured to begin construction of a multi-purpose
trail.  About a third of the trail has been
completed with a 15-mile section from St.
Johnsbury to West Danville and a 17-mile stretch
from Morrisville to Jeffersonville in the town of
Cambridge now open.  Response to the new trail
is overwhelmingly positive both by users and
businesses along the corridor.

Four more sections of the trail remain to be
completed at an estimated cost of $10- to $15-
million.  This year, a dilapidated railroad bridge
over the Lamoille River in Cambridge will be
replaced.  In addition, a one-mile section of the
Cambridge Greenway will be reworked to be
aligned with the LVRT and extend the trail from
its current terminus to the new bridge.  

This past winter, VTrans and VAST renewed
their partnership agreement under which VAST

leases the rail corridor, oversees construction
activities and maintains the completed portions of
the LVRT.  VTrans has committed to seeking up
to 80 percent of the funding needed to finish the
LVRT:  the 18.4 mile stretch from Sheldon to
Cambridge; 19.5 miles from Morrisville to
Greensboro; and the 10.9 miles from Greensboro
to West Danville.  

The new capital campaign will seek funding
from individuals, local businesses, foundations,
and municipalities.  Most of the money will be for
construction, but some will be allocated for
ongoing trail maintenance.  The campaign is
scheduled to last until the end of 2018.  If
sufficient funds are secured, the entire trail will
be completed two or three years later.

For more information, please contact Mr.
Balcom at (802) 498-8356, or by e-mail at
don@vtvast.org.  — from VAST.

VAST launches rail trail campaign
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by Brad Usatch

NEWPORT — Thanks to a tip
from the public, Orleans County
Deputy Sheriff Tyler Jacobs and
State Police Trooper Steven Fauteux
were lying in wait for a pair of men
traveling north on I-91, allegedly
with the intention of selling a stash
of heroin they had just scored in
Connecticut.

According to court records,
Dylan Cote, 22, of Orleans, and
Trevor Letourneau, 22, of Irasburg,

were arrested on April 14 in Barton
after police uncovered what they
suspected was heroin during a
traffic stop of Mr. Letourneau’s
truck.  Both men pled innocent at
their arraignments on April 18 to
identical charges of trafficking
heroin and conspiracy to sell heroin,
both felonies, as well as a
misdemeanor possession charge.

Deputy Jacobs stated in his
affidavit that he and Trooper
Fauteux positioned themselves at a
U-turn on I-91 south of exit 25 in

Barton based on information passed
on from a source through another
law enforcement officer.  He said it
was 10:18 p.m. when the officers
spotted Mr. Letourneau’s silver
Toyota Tacoma heading northbound
on the highway.  Police followed the
vehicle as it exited the highway in
Barton and pulled up to the gas
pumps at Circle K.  Deputy Jacobs
said he spoke with Mr. Letourneau
outside of the vehicle, while Trooper
Fauteux spoke with Mr. Cote as he
sat in the truck.  Both men
allegedly appeared nervous, though
Mr. Letourneau denied having any
heroin when asked.  Trooper
Fauteux reported in his affidavit the
Mr. Cote’s legs appeared to be

shaking uncontrollably.
At the gas station, Mr.

Letourneau allegedly granted
permission to search his person and
his vehicle, but then retracted that
permission.  After Deputy Jacobs
told Mr. Letourneau he was not
being detained, he got back in his
truck and exited the parking lot,
turning left on Main Street.

According to Trooper Fauteux’s
affidavit, he pulled Mr. Letourneau
over on Duck Pond Road for failure
to signal his turn out of Circle K,
and for lack of rear wheel flaps.

Court records show that while
Trooper Fauteux conducted the

In Superior Court

Pair arrested on heroin charges

(Continued on page nineteen.)

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE TIME LOCATION 
SATURDAY, MAY 6  8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Danville Stump Dump 
SATURDAY, MAY 27 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Bloomfield Town Clerks 
SATURDAY, JUNE 3 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Derby Recycling Center 
SATURDAY, JUNE 10 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Newbury Town Garage 
SATURDAY, JUNE 17 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Peacham Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, JULY 1 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Westfield Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, JULY 22 8 a.m. – 11a.m.  Albany Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19 8 a.m. – 11a.m. Waterford Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 26 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.  Charleston Town  Garage 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 23 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Lyndon Recycling Center 

 
Not going to be able to make any of these dates?  NOT A PROBLEM!  The 

NEKWMD will be accepting these materials by appointment at our Lyndonville facility from 
May 1, 2017 to October 7, 2017.  Due to regulatory handling requirements, hazardous wastes 
will not be accepted without an appointment. Scheduling ahead ensures that a qualified 
individual will be on-site ready to accept your hazardous waste.   

 

**HHW Collections are free and open to residents of all DISTRICT TOWNS** 
 

What are Household Hazardous Products? They are consumer products that contain ingredients 
that may be: 
 
Toxic- poisonous if eaten, breathed, or absorbed through the skin 
Corrosive- can burn or destroy living tissue if spilled on skin 
Reactive- creates fumes, heat, or explosion hazards if mixed with certain materials such as water 
Explosive- can explode with exposure to heat or pressure 
Flammable/Ignitable- can easily be set on fire 
 
To determine if a product in your home is hazardous, check the label for the following words: 
Danger indicates that the substance is extremely flammable, corrosive, or toxic. 
Poison means that the substance is highly toxic. 
Caution/Warning is put on all other hazardous substances that are a somewhat lesser hazard, but 
are still dangerous if the directions are not followed closely. 
Conditionally Exempt Generator businesses can also use the Lyndonville collections for the 
actual cost of the disposal of their materials.  Please call ahead for pricing and an appointment

   
                                            

CONTACT THE NEKWMD IF YOU HAVE ITEMS YOU CANNOT IDENTIFY  
802-626-3532 or 800-734-4602 or www.nekwmd.org 

 
The NEKWMD hazardous waste collection program is made possible in part by a grant from the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources. This year’s grant totaled $55279.00 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  
   
• AEROSOLS 
• AIR FRESHENERS 
• AMMONIA 
• ARTS AND CRAFTS SUPPLIES 
• BLEACH 
• CLEANERS (INCLUDES: DRAIN, OVEN, 

FLOOR, WINDOW, TOILET, RUG, ETC.) 
• DISINFECTANTS 
• METAL & FURNITURE POLISH 
• MOTHBALLS 
• MERCURY THERMOMETERS 
• NAIL POLISH & REMOVER 
• NI-CD, LITHIUM, Mi-MH, AND 

BUTTON CELL BATTERIES  
• SPOT & STAIN REMOVERS 
• ALKALINE BATTERIES * 
 
GARDEN SUPPLIES 
 
• CREOSOTE 
• DIOXINS 
• FERTILIZERS 
• FLEA KILLERS 
• FUNGICIDES  
• HERBICIDES 
• INSECT SPRAYS 
• MURIATIC ACID 
• NO-PEST STRIPS 
• PESTICIDES 
• RODENT KILLERS 
 
GARAGE 
 
• ANTIFREEZE 
• BRAKE FLUID *  
• CORROSIVES 

• CAR WAXES AND CLEANERS 
 
GARAGE (CONTINUED) 
 
• ENGINE DEGREASERS 
• FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS *  
• GASOLINE/DRY GAS 
• KEROSENE 
• LEAD-ACID CAR BATTERIES * 
• LIGHTER FLUID 
• OIL-BASED PAINT 
• LATEX-BASED PAINT 
• PAINT THINNER 
• PROPANE CYLINDERS 
• SEALANTS 
• STAINS/STRIPPERS 
• SWIMMING POOL CHEMICALS 
• TRANSMISSION FLUID * 
• WOOD PRESERVATIVES 
• USED MOTOR OIL AND FILTERS * 
 
* ALSO ACCEPTED AT OIL AND BATTERY 
STATIONS YEAR ROUND 
 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: 
 
• ASBESTOS 
• EXPLOSIVES, INCLUDING GUN 

POWDER, AMMUNITION 
• FLARES 
• INFECTIOUS WASTE 
• PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION 
• RADIOACTIVE WASTE, INCLUDING 

SMOKE DETECTORS 
• UNKNOWN GAS CYLINDERS 
• EMPTY CONTAINERS 

 

CALL THE NEKWMD IF YOU HAVE ITEMS YOU CANNOT 
IDENTIFY OR HAVE ITEMS NOT ON THIS LIST 
802-626-3532 or 800-734-4602 or www.nekwmd.org 

The NEKWMD hazardous waste collection program is made possible in part by a grant from the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources. This year’s grant totaled $55279.00 

HUNDREDS OF
CARPET

REMNANTS!
5’x8’ to 12’x12’

Final Week!

She needs you to be her voice.

Every abused or neglected child in court is assigned a Guardian ad Litem,
trained to promote a child’s best interests and ensure that her voice is heard.

Volunteers are needed now in Orleans county.

To learn more or apply, visit vermont judiciary.org/GAL.aspx

Apply now to be a volunteer child advocate.  
It’s the most important work you’ll ever do.
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Drugs allegedly hidden in gum
traffic stop and issued a written warning, Deputy
Jacobs deployed his narcotics dog Jonah.  After
Jonah allegedly alerted on the driver’s side door,
Trooper Fauteux asked for consent to search the
vehicle and its occupants.  Trooper Fauteux said
both individuals were read their rights and each
gave both verbal and written consent to a search.

Trooper Fauteux said that while searching
Mr. Cote, he discovered in his wallet two small
bags of brownish powder suspected of being
heroin.  Deputy Jacobs said he then discovered a
duffel bag behind the passenger seat of the truck
containing empty plastic bags, a sealed container
with a loose white powdery substance in it, a
metal spoon, a hypodermic needle, and other
suspected drug paraphernalia.

Trooper Fauteux said he examined a resealed
bag of gum found on the floor, and after dumping
out some of the gum, found a small block wrapped
in aluminum foil.  Inside the foil, he said he found
nine bundles of ten bags each of suspected heroin.

Court records show that both men were
arrested and transported to the State Police
barracks in Derby.  Both waived their Miranda
rights and allegedly told police that they had
traveled to Hartford, Connecticut, to buy 100 bags
of heroin with the intent of returning to Vermont
to sell it.  Mr. Letourneau allegedly told police
they paid $300 for the heroin.  Mr. Cote indicated
that the white powdery substance was powdered
sugar they intended to use to cut the heroin.

Both are being held at the Northern State
Correctional Facility in Newport for lack of
$25,000 bail.

Resisting arrest
A Morgan teenager will serve 40 hours of

community service for resisting arrest after police
caught up with him following a chase in Derby.

At a hearing before Judge Howard
VanBenthuysen on April 18, Matthew Paul, 18,
pled guilty to one felony charge of eluding a police
officer and one misdemeanor charge of resisting
arrest.  In exchange, he received a deferred
sentence on the felony charge and will serve nine
to ten months on probation, complete the
community service requirement, and pay $147 in
surcharges for the misdemeanor.

Trooper Fauteux said in his affidavit that he
was traveling west on Route 111 in Derby on the
night of October 13, 2016, when he saw a Dodge
truck approaching from the opposite direction at
what appeared to be a high rate of speed.  He
said he activated his radar and received a reading
of 63 miles per hour in the 50-mile-per-hour zone.
He said that, as he neared the vehicle, he
activated his blue lights, but rather than pull
over, the vehicle appeared to speed away and
turn left up Bates Hill Road.  Trooper Fauteux
said he initially lost sight of the truck, but located
it in a grassy field after spotting fresh tire tracks.

With his weapon drawn, Trooper Fauteux
said he ordered the driver, Mr. Paul, out of the
truck, but once out, Mr. Paul was not responsive
to his commands.  He said Mr. Paul resisted
attempts to be handcuffed.  Trooper Fauteux said
Trooper Daniel Lynch had arrived at the scene
and helped to physically restrain Mr. Paul.

Misdemeanor arraignments
Jason Willey, 33, of Derby Line, pled innocent

to one misdemeanor charge of violating an abuse
prevention order on February 10 in Derby; and

Lemueal E. Chaffee, 24, of Newport pled
innocent to domestic assault and interference with
access to emergency services on April 21 in
Newport.

contact Brad Usatch at
brad@bartonchronicle.com

(Continued from page eighteen.)

In 2017, Vermont Electric Cooperative (VEC)
launched the Energy Transformation Program to
help members transition from fossil fuels.
Current opportunities include:

— Drive clean and earn up to $250 back on
electric bills.  Because transportation contributes
about 50 percent of Vermont’s greenhouse gas
emissions, VEC is offering a bill credit to
members who purchase or lease a plug-in vehicle
in 2017.

— Install a cold-climate heat pump and get a
$150 bill credit on top of Efficiency Vermont’s
existing incentive.  Heating contributes about a
third of Vermont’s greenhouse gas emissions, and

cold-climate heat pumps can be part of the
solution by helping to cut down on the use of oil
or propane.

— Explore Clean Air Program (CAP) cost-
sharing if you are off-grid or under-served.  The
CAP program can help replace fossil fuel usage,
and carbon emissions, by electric service upgrades
or line-extensions.  Each project is customized to
meet the needs of the member and the VEC.

Visit the VEC energy transformation website
at vermontelectric.coop/programs-services/energy-
transformation-programs, or call (800) 832-2667
for more information.  — from VEC.

VEC offers bill credits
for energy saving measures

Greenhouse
Opening
Monday,
May 1st
Mon.–Fri. 9–6,

Sat. 9–5, Sun. 10–5.

For more information, contact:

BERRY CREEK FARM
P.O. Box 76, 1342 VT Rte. 100 • Westfield, VT • 802-744-2406

D Over 190 Varieties of Annuals & Perennials
D Over 180 Varieties of

Vegetables & Herbs
D Hanging Baskets
D Geraniums
D Large Patio Tomatoes
D Herb Boxes
D Organic Potato Starts
D All Organically Grown
D Rare & Unusual Varieties
D High Mowing Organic Seeds
D VT Compost Co. Potting Soil & Compost
D Local Farm Products Available
D CSA/Vegetable subscription still available!

Come see us for your gardening needs 
& support a local family farm!

REMEMBER MOM!
Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 14th.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

Mother’s Day Tea...
Bring Mom & enjoy tea,

coffee & cookies!

Visit our website at
www.berrycreekfarmvt.com

for all our varieties!

NURSERY
HILLCRESTHILLCREST

353 Hillcrest Road, Greensboro, VT 05841
802-533-9882

OPENING FOR THE SEASON
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14

9 a.m. –6 p.m.
• We are carrying fruit trees (such as apple, pear,
cherry, plum, apricot, etc.), small fruit bushes

(raspberries, rhubarb, currants & more),
as well as a large selection of herbs &
perennials both potted and field dug.

• Compost, topsoil & mulch.

• GIFT SHOP is brimming with new
locally made items!

COME VISIT US!!
Hours: Tues.–Fri. 9–6, Sun. 9–4. Closed Sat. & Mon.

www.hillcrestnursery.net

Smith’s Greenhouses
Across from Willoughby Falls, 69 East St., Orleans, VT

754-8501

Smith’s Greenhouse will be
opening as usual for the

season on
Friday, May 12th
for Mother’s Day
weekend!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ~ Mon. - Sat. 9 to 7 • Sun. 9 to 6
2937 Red Village Road ~ Lyndonville, VT ~ 802-626-9545

Bruce Houghton & Crew

PERENNIALS

LIVE MUSIC • Sat. & Sun.

LOOK FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday
May 5th and 6th

10 am to 4 pm
DOOR PRIZES • REFRESHMENTS

Gift Certificates Available!

10%
OFF

ALL
Saturday, May 5th ~ 9am to 7 pm Only
Sunday, May 6th ~ 9 am to 6 pm Only A Tremendous Selection 

A    

HANGING BASKETS • GERANIUMS
ANNUAL FLOWERS • VEGETABLE PLANTS & HERBS

Some Now, More Ready Soon!

Naturally Rot-Resistant
Cedar Raised Beds

Full-dimension 2”x 8”
Cedar boards

4’ wide / 8’ long
With bows: $99 ea.

Without bows: $64 ea.
CALL AHEAD NOW

FOR PURCHASE

OPENING FOR

THE SEASON

SATURDAY,
APRIL 28th

8 ft.
4 ft.

               
        

   

    

  
 

  
   
    

   

  

        
            

   

   
      

   

 
  

  
 

  
   
   

 
 

 
 

 

8 ft.
4 ft.

• PERENNIALS • HANGING BASKETS • GERANIUMS
ANNUAL FLOWERS • VEGETABLE PLANTS • HERBS

Grown locally here in our greenhouses!

OPENING FORTHE SEASONSAT., APRIL 29

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. & Sun., May 6th & 7th
Door Prizes • Refreshments

PERENNIALS ALL 10% OFF*

(Through Sunday, May 7th)

A TREMENDOUS SELECTION!

Naturally Rot-Resistant
Cedar Raised Beds

Full-dimension 2”x 8”
Cedar boards

4’ wide / 8’ long
With bows: $110 each

Without bows: $75 each

Gardening

G
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by Joseph Gresser

NEWPORT — A man involved in making and
selling methamphetamine in Newport will spend
between two to seven years in prison for his role
in the operation.

Twenty-five-year-old Damion P. Gage, a
Brownington resident, pled guilty Tuesday to
felony charges of selling methamphetamine and
manufacturing a regulated drug.  Mr. Gage also
pled guilty to possessing pseudoephedrine, a
chemical needed to produce the drug.

As part of a plea agreement, the state
dismissed three charges of possession of
pseudoephedrine, and three felony conspiracy
charges.

Judge Howard VanBenthuysen, sitting in the
Criminal Division of Orleans County Superior
Court, imposed the two-to-seven-year sentence.
He gave Mr. Gage credit for time he has served in
jail since his arrest last June.

In his affidavit, Newport Police Detective
Aaron Lefebvre, who has been assigned to the
state Drug Task Force, said Mr. Gage allowed
Terry A. Parson and his family to stay at his
house.

Mr. Parson pled innocent to charges of being
the “chemist” who made the drug, using chemicals
supplied by associates, including Mr. Gage.

A witness said he saw Mr. Gage help Mr.
Parson mix ingredients in a Powerade bottle that
was used to contain the chemical reaction that
produces meth, the affidavit says.

Mr. Gage’s name was listed on a registry that
keeps track of people buying medications that
contain pseudoephedrine.  He bought such drugs

three times within a couple of weeks in April and
May of 2016.

According to a second affidavit from Detective
Lefebvre, Mr. Gage took a call from a police
informant called “Blue” on May 20.  He arranged
for Blue to meet Mr. Parson to buy a gram of
methamphetamine and was in the car when the
deal was done, Detective Lefebvre said.

Dog wards off police, but not for long
Shane M. Goodell, 20, of Derby was sentenced

to spend between nine months and ten years
behind bars after he pled guilty to drug charges.
He was given credit for time served, including
nine months spent under a 24-hour curfew.

He pled guilty to possession of a pound or
more of marijuana, manufacturing hash oil,
careless or negligent driving, and violating
conditions of release.

State Police Trooper Callie Field’s affidavit
says police were tipped off that Mr. Goodell was
involved in drug activity on July 9, 2016.  Five
days later Trooper Field along with State Police
Sergeants Larry Smith and Andrew Jensen went
to Mr. Goodell’s house with a search warrant.

They knocked on the door, but only succeeded
in rousing a large dog that barked at them.  The
officers were sure Mr. Goodell was home because
they saw three cars in the driveway, but he never
came to the door.  Ten minutes after they left,
Trooper Cassandra Herbes saw Mr. Goodell drive
off in a silver Honda.  She tried to stop him, but
he sped off doing 100 miles an hour on the
Hinman Settler Road, which is posted for 35 miles
per hour.  

The police got into the house later in the day
and found 2.87 pounds of marijuana and evidence
of equipment used to manufacture hash oil.  Mr.
Goodell gave himself up to police later that day.

On October 31 Trooper Abigail Drew pulled
Mr. Goodell over for a less extreme form of
speeding on the Alderbrook Road in Coventry.
She discovered that he was supposed to be under
a 24-hour curfew.

An accident that left four people injured was
caused by a driver who may have been under the
influence of heroin, according to an affidavit from
Callie Field, now a State Police corporal.

The driver, Dennis P. Magoon, 19, of
Northfield, pled innocent to a felony charge of
grossly negligent driving resulting in serious
injury.

Judge VanBenthuysen set bail at $5,000 and
sent Mr. Magoon to Northern State Correctional
Facility when he couldn’t come up with the
money.

On the afternoon of April 21 Corporal Field
investigated a three-car crash at the intersection
of Route 111 and Route 105 in Derby.

Two cars were in the northbound lane, one
facing north, the other, Mr. Magoon’s, facing
south, the affidavit says.  A third vehicle was
pulled over on the right side of Route 105 and
facing south.

Mr. Magoon repeatedly said he was going too
fast, according to Corporal Field.  She said his
eyes were “constricted to the size of a pinpoint.”

Corporal Field said he couldn’t tell her much
about the accident.  His passenger, who suffered a
broken arm, broken ankle, and possible damage to
her knee, said she was on her cell phone and
didn’t see anything until the crash.

The driver of one of the other vehicles in the
accident said he was about to take a left turn onto
Route 111 when Mr. Magoon came “out of
nowhere” and rear-ended him, the affidavit says.

Neither that driver nor his passenger was
injured.  The same was not true of the three
people in the vehicle Mr. Magoon collided with
after trying to take his own left-hand turn onto
Route 111, Corporal Field said.

Mr. Magoon turned left in front of that car,
the affidavit says.  It says the driver suffered
minor injuries to her knee and back; her husband,
who was in the passenger seat, was in pain on the
left side of his body from the chest to ankle, and a
child who had been riding in a booster seat had
scrapes on her neck and chest.

Mr. Magoon admitted being a heroin user, but
said he had not taken any of the drug that day,
Corporal Field said.  Hospital technicians took a
blood sample, which will be sent for analysis, the
affidavit says.

Judge VanBenthuysen sentenced Jason D.
Watson, 27, of Newport to serve between three
and six years for domestic assault.

Mr. Watson pled guilty to first degree
aggravated domestic assault by one who has a
prior conviction for the same offense.

The state dismissed a second charge of first-
degree aggravated domestic assault.

Newport City Police Patrolman Corey
Marcoux got a call from a man who said he was
taking a woman to North Country Hospital and
that she had been assaulted by Mr. Watson earlier
that day, May 28, 2016.

Patrolman Marcoux met the woman at the
hospital and saw her face was bruised and
scratched.

The woman said Mr. Watson “sucker punched”
her, causing a lump on the side of her head.

She said that later that day Mr. Watson again
punched her, and when she went to bed to lie
down, Mr. Watson got on top of her and choked
her before head-butting her in the face.

In Superior Court 

Man involved in meth operation gets two to seven

(Continued on page twenty-one.)

457 Railroad St. • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • (802) 748-3236
Hours: Mon.–Thur. 8:30–5:30, Fri. 8:30–7, Sat. 8:30-5:30, Sun. 10-4.

CAPLAN’S ARMY STORE
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1922!

WE DARE YOU TO BROWSE!

Mud
Boots!

Hip
Boots!

Darn Tough

Socks
Made in VT!

SWING
INTO

SPRING!

Tons of Shoes

to Choose

From!

DRIVER’S OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE MEET

1323 VT Rte. 105, West Charleston, VT • Phone & Fax: (802) 895-4422
BUSINESS HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.: 8 a.m. till noon.

Bronco CRT Garden Tiller
Model No. 21D-64M8711 $599.99
FEATURES: Counter-rotating tines for easy use and greater control; 1 forward
speed; 14” tilling width; 10” tine diameter; adjustable tilling depth up to 6”;
11” ag tires for greater maneuverability; 208cc* Troy-Bilt engine; 2-year limited
manufacturer's warranty (refer to online owner's manual for exclusions).

Super Bronco CRT Garden Tiller
Model No. 21D-65M8711 $699.99
FEATURES: Counter-rotating tines for easy use and greater control; 1 forward
speed with power reverse; 16” tilling width; 10” tine diameter; adjustable tilling
depth up to 6”; 13” ag tires for easier manueverability; 208cc* Troy-Bilt
engine; limited lifetime warranty on transmission; 2-year limited manufacturer's
warranty (refer to online operator's manual for exclusions).

Pro-Line CRT Garden Tiller
Model No. 21D-655A766 $849.95
FEATURES: Counter-rotating tines for easy use and greater control; 1 forward
speed with power reverse; 16” tilling width; 10” tine diameter; adjustable tilling
depth up to 6”; factory-installed protective bumper included; 13” ag tires for
greater maneuverability; 160cc* Honda GC engine; limited lifetime warranty on
transmission; 2-year limited manufacturer's warranty (refer to online operator's
manual for exclusions).

*As rated by engine manufacturer.

Rte. 5, Newport-Derby Rd., Derby • 802-766-8009
villagebikeshop@myfairpoint.net • www.villagebikeshopvt.com

It’s Time!
Bring in your bike 

for its spring
tune-up!

We are a full-service bike shop!

RICK’S GUN SHOP
Mt. Hunger Archery Range & Pro Shop

Off Mt. Hunger Road • 77 Brook Road • Between East Burke & Lyndonville, VT
802-626-1014 • Toll-free 1-800-577-GUNS

ARCHERY PRO SHOP
with inside archery ranges –

video & paper.
Certified for bow setup & repair.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–8 p.m., 
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Official weigh station.
Hunting & fishing licenses.

All your turkey 
supplies are here!

It’s Turkey Season!

Keeno Chilafoux
Cell: (802) 673-9720

Office: (802) 754-8863
kchilafoux@northeastfarmservice.com

(802) 754-8863

451 Union Street 
Newport, VT
334-1711

www.fandmrepairs.com

F&M Repairs

• Counter-rotating tines for easy use
and greater control

• 1 forward speed
• 14” tilling width
• 10” tine diameter

• Adjustable tilling depth up to 6”
• 11” ag tires for greater maneuverability
• 208cc Troy-Bilt engine
• 2-year limited manufacturer’s warranty (refer to

online owner's manual for exclusions).

Bronco Tiller
$59999
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Scott R. Lane, 40, of Barton
narrowly avoided being sentenced as
a habitual offender when the state
dismissed felony charges of unlawful
restraint and first degree aggravated
domestic assault.

He did receive an 18-month-to-
four-year jail sentence after pleading
guilty to one felony and a clutch of
misdemeanors.

Mr. Lane pled guilty to a felony
charge of second degree aggravated
domestic assault in violation of a
criminal court order, a misdemeanor
charge of domestic assault, and four
charges of violating conditions of
release.

A woman called police on
February 8, 2016, and told them Mr.
Lane had been drunk when he called
her names and shut her hand in a
door.  Trooper Robert Helm said the
woman’s thumb was bleeding when
he saw it.

Corporal Amy LeClair’s affidavit
says North Country Hospital called
the State Police barracks and said a
patient wanted to report an assault.

The woman said Mr. Lane had
been living at her house in violation
of his conditions of release.  He also
had started drinking, another
violation of his conditions.

On January 31 Mr. Lane went
into the woman’s room and began
calling her names, shoving her, and
punching her.

The woman said he was
“smacking her head off the wall,”
which made her black out.

Mr. Lane also violated his
conditions by trying to get the
woman to lie for him in the earlier
court case.

Nicholas M. Montgomery, 28, of
Derby Line pled guilty to domestic
assault and drew a suspended nine-
to-18-month sentence.

Trooper Helm said a woman was
headed for the Newport Police
Department on May 22, 2016, and
spotted Border Patrol Agent Alex
Blau in North Troy.  She stopped
and told him that Mr. Montgomery
had assaulted her.

Agent Blau put the woman in
touch with the State Police.

She told them that Mr.
Montgomery had been drunk and
was yelling at her.  When she asked
him why he was acting that way,
Mr. Montgomery punched her in the
head and shoved her into a door
frame and clothes drying rack.

On February 16, 2016, Mr.
Montgomery head-butted her and
gave her a bloody nose, and in
November 2015 he woke the woman
and punched her in the head.

Francis E. Griffin, 55, of Derby
was released on conditions after he
pled innocent to a felony charge of
first degree aggravated domestic
assault.

A man came to police on April 20
and said Mr. Griffin had been at his
house in Holland two nights earlier.
The two were drinking and talking,
but Mr. Griffin refused to leave
when asked to do so, an affidavit
says.  

In his affidavit, Trooper Calvin
Burns said Mr. Griffin threw the
man to the floor of his house and
began hitting him.  The man said he
remembered being hit only once
before blacking out, according to the
affidavit.  When he recovered
consciousness his mouth and nose
were bleeding and he had a severe
headache, he told police. 

Joshua J. Waterman, 31, of
Newport will serve between six and
30 months in jail after pleading
guilty to driving with a suspended
license (DLS) and failure to comply
with the sex offender registry.

Orleans County Sheriff’s Deputy
Jonathan MacFarlane said he saw Mr.
Waterman driving through Newport
on May 17.  Deputy MacFarlane knew
him by sight and quickly checked Mr.
Waterman’s driving status.

When he found that his license
had been suspended, Deputy
MacFarlane pulled him over.

On July 7, 2016, there was an
active arrest warrant out for Mr.
Waterman, according to Detective
Trooper Clark Lombardi’s affidavit.

A driver police thought was Mr.
Waterman tried to elude police on
the East Albany Road in Barton that
day.  He abandoned the car on the
Stevens Road in West Glover and
ran into the woods, leaving a woman
in the car.

The woman told police that Mr.
Waterman had not been driving and

said he was not living at her house.
According to the sex offender

residency, Mr. Waterman was
supposed to be living on Willoughby
Avenue in Barton, but when
Detective Sergeant Darren Annis
and Trooper Lombardi went to the
house, they were told he had not
been there for three or four days.

On August 3 a woman who lives
at the Barton house told police that
she had not seen Mr. Waterman for
a couple of weeks.

The two State Police detectives
checked other locations but could not
find Mr. Waterman.  Trooper
Lombardi said Mr. Waterman is
required to report his whereabouts
whenever he changes his address.

Dana E. Davis, 33, of Glover
received a suspended six-to-12-
month sentence and was ordered to
pay $213 in restitution after he pled
no contest to selling stolen property.
The charge, originally a felony, was
amended down to a misdemeanor as
part of a plea agreement.

Trooper Field was called by
Michael Vanasse on August 3, 2014,
who said he believed Mr. Davis had
stolen eight log bunks and 16 posts
that were for his tractor-trailer.  He
was also missing a tractor-trailer
radiator.

She called Wright’s Recycling
and learned the missing items were
there and had been brought in by
Mr. Davis.

Domestic assault brings jail time for offenders
(Continued from page twenty.)

35 Portland Street | Morrisville, VT 05671
802-888-6557 | www.powerplaysportsvt.com

YOUR 
LOCAL TREK &
GIANT DEALER

OPEN 7 DAYS

��• We’ll help you price your bike 
(drop off April 22-29) and get it sold!

• When your bike sells: 
receive 80% cash or 

100% store credit toward
any new bike.

• All weekend - 20% OFF 
bike accessories!

HUGE SELECTION OF NEW AND USED 
KIDS, MOUNTAIN, ROAD AND HYBRID BIKES

RITE WAY SPORTS
30th Anniversary
April Gun Deals

DEALER COST
Plus $75 Rebates

RITE WAY SPORTS
Rte. 15, Hardwick, VT • 802-472-5916

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-2
www.ritewaysports.com

$1 MILLION INVENTORY
INCLUDING OVER 1300 FIREARMS

Shields • Full Size
Bodyguard 380s

.22 Pistols • .22 Rifles
SDVEs

Price: DEALER COST

SR Pistols
SR22 Pistols & Rifles

LC9s • 10/22 Rifle #1103

Price:
DEALER COST

709s • G2 Mileniums

Price: DEALER COST

DrawingApril 28forBrowningX-BoltHunter

UP
TO

May 31, 2017

48 COMMUNITY DRIVE, NEWPORT, VT (behind Key Auto Sales in Derby, VT)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon.–Thurs. 7–5, Fri. 7–6, Sat. 7–4, Sun. 7–1.

802-334-6115 • 802-334-1674 • Fax: 334-1591
E-mail: wrightssports@comcast.net • www.wrightssports.com

WRIGHT’S SPORT SHOP &
AUCTION GALLERY



Page Twenty-two the Chronicle, April 26, 2017

Bickford said.  “I had to use control-alt-delete to
get out of my browser.  And then when I reopened
the browser, it was back.”

Ms. Bickford called the number.
The man on the other end of the line said he

needed remote access to her computer to fix the
problem.

He told her it would cost $300 to remove the
virus and install three years’ worth of anti-virus
protection.  

Ms. Bickford gave the man her debit card
number — and access to her computer.  Within a
few minutes, her computer unfroze, and the man
said her computer was fixed.

She hung up, grateful to have avoided more
serious trouble. 

But it didn’t end there. 
The tech support scam is classified as a

“phishing scam” because, like as not, victims’
computers don’t actually have viruses — at least
not until they call the number on the screen. 

Instead, scammers insert malicious code into
vulnerable websites.  When people click on links
to the infected sites, they get a popup window
with an urgent message to call a tech support
site.

It used to be that viruses were more likely to
be hidden in high risk types of websites like porn,
gaming, or loan sites.  

Now it can be any site.  I got a popup trying
to visit a page about tiny houses.  Ms. Bickford
probably just moused over a bad link on
Facebook. 

Once the window has come up, neither it nor
the browser can be closed. 

The only way to navigate away from the
popup is to hold down the control-alt-delete keys
to get to the Windows task manager, then shut
down the browser.  

When restarting the browser, it’s important to
tell it not to reopen previous windows.  And even
before going back to browsing, it’s not a bad idea
to run a virus scan on the whole system.  

But faced with an apparently frozen screen, a
certain percentage of people will call the number
on the popup for help.  

Some scammers are happy with collecting a
hefty fee to install phony software to fight a virus
that never existed.

But in Ms. Bickford’s case, the game didn’t
end with her $300 payment.

The man called back.
“He said there was a new version of the

software that would give me better protection,”
Ms. Bickford said.  “To install it, he had to
remove the old software from my machine, and
then I had to open my bank account so he could
put the money for the original software back in.”

Then, the man told her, he’d charge her
account for the new software.  

Following his directions, Ms. Bickford gave
the caller access to her computer.  

At that point, according to the State Police,
the scammer may install a real virus, or
rummage around the hard drive collecting
passwords and credit card numbers.  

Or the scammer may try to extort more
money from the victim.  

Ms. Bickford’s computer screen went black.  
On the phone, the man was asking anxiously

if she could see the money he’d just put into her
account.  

“No,” she said.  “I can’t see anything.”
“Oh no!” he exclaimed.  “I just accidentally

deposited $3,000 instead of $300 into your
account.  This is a big mistake.  I could lose my
job.”  

He told Ms. Bickford to go to Walmart as fast
as she could and wire him the extra money that

he’d supposedly put into her account.
That, too, is a common con, the State Police

say. 
But Ms. Bickford smelled a rat.  She refused

to go to Walmart in the night to send money. 
Her caller argued that according to his map,

she only lived 12 miles from the Walmart in
Derby.  She stood firm.  

“We got into quite a fight,” she said.  
He called off and on all night.  
“I told him I’d checked my account and I could

see the $300 charge, but nothing for $3,000,” Ms.
Bickford said.  “He told me he did, and he wanted
it back.” 

At one point the man said he had gone in and
“wiped out” all the numbers in her account.

She finally told him that if he had really put
extra money in her account, it was his mistake,
and she’d be happy to call his boss in the morning
to straighten things out.  

It turns out that Ms. Bickford was lucky.  She
caught onto the scam pretty early in the game.
And her scammer wasn’t a computer whiz. 

A serious hacker might have actually gotten
into her bank account and cleaned it out instead
of just making her screen go black.  

As it happened, though, when she checked
her account in the morning, she found that the
$300 charge still showed as “pending.”  

So she called the bank and stopped payment
on the charge.  

She also called the State Police.  
And after she was through telling the

Chronicle her scam story, Ms. Bickford said she
planned to take her computer to a reputable brick
and mortar computer shop to have it checked for
viruses. 

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

Vicious scam prompts State Police bulletin
(Continued from page one.)

Shear
TECHNIQUES

754-6200
Owner: Tammy Flint-Butler

Hours:
Tues. & Thurs. 8–3,
Wed. & Fri. 8–8,
Sat. 8–noon.

Friday Night Men’s
Walk-ins: 6–8 p.m.
INDUSTRIAL PARK LANE

ORLEANS, VT

Massage & Yoga
Rebecca Marcotte,

RYT, CMT

(802) 673-4779
www.StudioforLife.com

E-mail:
rebecca.ryt@gmail.com

Pat Gage, CMT

189 East Main Street
Suite A, Newport, VT
334-5500

Natacia Grube, Owner/Stylist
Jenna Moss, Stylist

OVER 34 YEARS OF BARBERING EXPERIENCE.

“FREESTYLE HAIR DESIGN”

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
WALK-INS ONLY.

I SPECIALIZE IN MEN’S

MILITARY CUTS 
• High & Tights • Flat-tops

• Any Clipper Cuts
ALSO STYLE CUTS FOR MEN & WOMEN.

Open Tues.–Fri. 9 –5,
Sat. 9–1. Closed Mon.

PLEASE CALL
FIRST TO

MAKE SURE
I’M IN.

“I’ll stay as long as walk-ins keep walking in—any night!”

THE ONLY FEMALE BARBER IN THIS AREA!

Barber Shop
CANDY’S

Freestyle Hair Design

CANDICE ALLARD

398 Western Avenue, Newport, VT
WALK-INS ONLY. 334-0237 Sunless

Maintenance
tips to guarantee natural
“Just off the beach”™ color

(802) 334-9315
“A Cut Above”

Tillie Deskins, Owner
5043 U.S. Rte. 5, Countryside Commons,

Unit H, Newport, VT
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 7 a.m. to closing

Monique LaPlante ~ Stylist
Wed., Thurs. 9-5.

Shelby Blake ~ Stylist:
by appointment only.

Ellen Valley ~ Stylist: Mon. 8-5,
Thurs. 11-7, Fri. 8-4, Sat. 8-2:30.

Karen Leach ~ Stylist, Manicures,
Pedicures: Tues. 9-2:30, & Wed. 9-7.

Robin Ballinger ~ Stylist: Fridays
by appointment only.

Spring has now sprung...
and so have your roots!

Stop in today, or call for an
appointment.

We have gift certificates.

SUE’s
urly

SUE LEROUX • 2161 Barton-Orleans Road • 754-2213
open: tues. & Fri. 9–5, Wed. 1–8, thurs. 9–7, Sat. 9–1.

thursday night walk-ins from 5:30-7 p.m.

April Tanning Special:
Buy 1 month, get 1 month free!

1 Main Street
Newport, VT 05855

802-334-6028
www.mysalonllc.com

Hair Styling • Nails • Pedicures
Massages • Luxury Facials • Spa Treatments

Michelle
Parenteau-Lyon
Yolande Bronson

Hair Styling • Nails • Pedicures
Massages • Luxury Facials • Spa Treatments

Michelle
Parenteau-Lyon
Yolande Bronson

KAREN CHAFFEE
(802) 754-8731
719 LEBLANC ROAD
BARTON, VT 05822

HOURS: Tues. & Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Wed. & Thurs. 1–8 p.m.,
Sat. 8 a.m.–12 noon.

UNISEX
S•A•L•O•N Hours: Mon. 11-7, Tues. 9-5,

Wed.-Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-3.
Located in the century 21 PLaza

Gift sets & 
certificates  still

available.

Full-service Salon • Walk-ins Welcome
• Cally • Angie • Paula • Moira Angie

now offering
professional makeup

applications on
location or at the

salon!

MANICURES • PEDICURES

Call for an appointment. 334-1556

• Aura Photos • Reiki • Chakra Balancing
• Hypnosis/Past-Life Regression • Tarot Readings
• Course of Miracles Readings
• Acu-point Color Therapy with Light & Crystals
Sliding Scale Fees • Orleans/Barton • 802-673-9471

APRIL SPECIAL: 1/2 hour of Reiki for only $20.

Aura InsightsAura Insights
re�ections of the soul

Aura InsightsAura Insights
re�ections of the soul

Aura Insights
re�ections of the soul

with Ramona Hair • Nails
Tanning

Massage • Yoga



by Bryan Pfeiffer

Trees speak many languages, their leaves
whooshing in summer and trunks creaking in
winter.  At the onset of spring, trees become
sounding boards for courtship.  Before the thrushes
and warblers and sparrows arrive to sing from
branches and boughs, woodpeckers kick off the
spring chorus with a drumroll.

Although woodpeckers certainly vocalize,
usually with sharp calls or harsh chattering,
drumming is one of the most reliable early signs of
spring — a proclamation of territoriality and an
advertisement to the opposite sex.

Drumming is not to be confused with the
arrhythmic tapping we hear from woodpeckers
(and other cavity nesters like chickadees and
nuthatches) as they excavate nest sites or forage
for insects in bark.  No, the drumroll, performed by
males and females alike, is a force of nature — and
fairly diagnostic to species.  With a little practice,
you can identify woodpeckers just by their
drumming patterns.

An easy parlor trick, sure to impress your pals
in the sugarbush this spring, is to identify a
distant yellow-bellied sapsucker.  Now returning in
migration, sapsuckers drum like no other
woodpecker — not really a roll, but more like
Morse code:  a stuttered opening, and then steady
tapping that slows in cadence. Sapsuckers begin
with bravado and end with reticence: Ta-tapity-
tap… tap-tap-tap… tap… tap….

There is no such reserve in the drum of a
pileated woodpecker, our biggest head-banger, the
one with the flaming crest.  Pileateds drum with
power, and that makes their drumroll relatively
easy to distinguish.  They often pound away high
on a snag or big tree, producing a deep, resonant
roll that lasts for three seconds or so.  In a
pileated’s drum, you often feel a hollow tree’s girth
and age.  From here, the identification gets a bit
more difficult.  Your first real test in drumming
class is to discern the drumrolls of the most
widespread and abundant woodpeckers on the
continent:  downy and hairy.  They look alike and
they drum alike:  a classic rapid roll. 

But the bigger of the two species, the hairy
woodpecker, drums faster and longer.  A hairy’s
drum lasts on average for a full second, and
includes about 26 beats (plus or minus a few) in
each rendition.  The taps roll by so fast that you
can just barely discern each one.

The downy’s drumroll last about three-

quarters of a second, but with half as many beats
— about 13 on average.  Yes, it’s still a drumroll,
still fast.  But in the downy’s performance (a
staccato) you can pick out each tap and sense a
pause in between.

One other way to tell the two apart is that the
downy seems more enterprising.  It generally offers

you nine to 16 drumrolls per minute during
breeding season, pausing only a few seconds
between each rendition.  From the hairy
woodpecker, you might only hear half the drumrolls
per minute — about four to nine. I tend to lump our
other common woodpeckers — the red-bellied
woodpecker and northern flicker — into an
“average drummers” category, not particularly fast
or slow or distinctive.  This makes them tougher to
identify, but once you learn the easier drums, you’ll
start to recognize that these two rolls are somewhat
recognizable. Our two boreal woodpeckers —
American three-toed and black-backed — tend to
drum at an average pace, as well.  But they
sometimes prefer dead softwoods for their
broadcasts, so their drums often sound a bit hollow. 

These are all subtle distinctions.  But
woodpeckers, like the trees on which they tap,
have distinctive voices.  They shout their identities
year-round.  If only the trees, in their rustling and
creaking, were as distinctive.

Bryan Pfeiffer is an author, wildlife
photographer, and consulting naturalist who
specializes in birds and insects. The illustration for
this column was drawn by Adelaide Tyrol.  The
Outside Story is assigned and edited by Northern
Woodlands magazine, and sponsored by the
Wellborn Ecology Fund of New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation, wellborn@nhcf.org.

246 VT Route 105, Newport, VT
(802) 334-2655

Offering: Preventive Care, Diagnostic Medicine, Surgery,
Dental Procedures, Behavior & Training, and Boarding.

Consultations & second opinions welcomed!

We carry
BRAVECTO
for dogs, a
yummy chew for
up to 12 weeks
of flea & tick
prevention.

We now have
BRAVECTO

for cats, a topical
3 month flea &
tick medication

for cats.

WE
CARRY

DOG &
CAT FOOD

~Specializing in Compassionate, Quality Care~

Newport
Veterinary Hospital

Pet overpopulation
is a problem you
can help solve!

• Pope-Memorial Frontier Animal Shelter – Feline Spay/Neuter Clinic:
Monthly/bi-monthly spay/neuter clinic for cats. The $45 fee includes rabies and
distemper vaccinations. Call 334-8197 for appointment.

• Northeast Kingdom Spay-Neuter Program: Provides a voucher for a spay/
neuter procedure at a reduced fee for either a cat or a dog in Orleans or Essex
counties, for use at participating local veterinarians. For more info, call
334-7393.

• Vermont Spay Neuter Incentive Program is available to help Vermonters
unable to afford the cost of spaying/neutering cats & dogs for which they
provide care. Send a SASE (self addressed stamped envelope) to: VSNIP, P.O.
Box 104, Bridgewater, VT 05034 for an application.

• Felines & Friends Foundation: Provides spay/neuter assistance for barn cats,
unowned, or loosely owned cats. More info at FFFVT.org or call 323-4793.

• VT-CAN! is a stationary, reduced-cost, high-quality, high-volume spay/neuter
clinic located in Middlesex, Vermont. More info at http://vt-can.org. You can
also e-mail info@vt-can.org or call 223-0034.

• Providing Ethical Treatment for Strays (P.E.T.S.) of the Kingdom: Focuses
on animal cruelty investigation and other animal welfare issues. More info at
petsofthekingdom.weebly.com or 673-3791.

Low-cost Spay/Neuter
Assistance Programs in
the Northeast Kingdom:

The Northeast Kingdom’s
Premier Pet Boarding,
Grooming & Daycare Provider

• State-of-the-art Facility
• Comfortable Dog Suites
• Private & Secluded Cattery
• Professional Grooming & Bathing
• Outdoor Exercise Yard & Large Dog Park
• Our Store Features Wellness™,

ProNature™, Lupine™ & more

567 Sias Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
Call today: (802) 334-7005

www.OasisPetResort.com

Same owner, same location for 40 years!

We invite you to check out our facebook page
at www.facebook.com/oasispetresort
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64 North Main
St. Hardwick, VT

802-472-8400 • www.hardwickvet.com

Andrea Gilbert,
DVM

DIRTY DOG PET GROOMING
Kimberlee Davis, professional groomer

Now offering full service pet grooming in my home.
Calm environment, one pet at a time, no all day

waiting. Competitive rates. 15 years
experience. Excellent references.

802-379-3507 West Glover, VT

10% off your first appointment.
SMALL AND MEDIUM BREEDS ONLY, PLEASE.

2757 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829
802-766-2222 • 800-276-3755
• SMALL ANIMAL • MEDICINE & SURGERY

Quality Care with Compassion at Affordable Prices.
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT • ON-SITE CREMATORY • WE NOW ACCEPT CARE CREDIT

Kim O’Connor, DVM • William R. Mentes, DVM

DERBY POND
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

AT YOUR

Offering convenient and
compassionate care to your dogs and
cats in the comfort of their own home!

Newport Veterinary Hospital presents:

Hailey Gentile, DVM
802-334-2655

The Outside Story

Drumroll, please
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has basically stayed static for the past few years,
Mr. Gillespie said

As a result, U.S. manufacturers are running
at about half of their capacity, he said.  

“Between 2000 and 2015 the Chinese swallowed
50 percent of the market,” Mr. Gillespie said.

During the lean years, Columbia saw its
overall employment numbers drop from a high of
2,800 people to 1,700.  Those figures have
recovered somewhat to 2,200 employees, he said.

At its peak, the Newport plant employed
around 300 people.  It currently runs two shifts
and has 170 workers, Mr. Gillespie said.

If the complaint is successful and tariffs are put
in place to raise the price of Chinese imports, the
company could put on a third shift.  That would
mean hiring another 70 or 75 workers, he said.

The Department of Commerce has the power
to set tariffs to compensate for the advantage
importing companies get from subsidies from
their national or local governments.

Both the ITC, which investigates the effects of
trade on domestic industry, and the Department
of Commerce have to accept the validity of a
complaint from U.S. manufacturers. 

The ITC looked at a wide range of factors,
including how much plywood the U.S. producers
made, how much they sold, their market share,
how much profit they made, and how many
people they employed.

The commission also had to create a definition
of what products are, and are not, included under
the heading of hardwood plywood.  Its definition
goes on for a couple of pages, carefully detailing
what is included in the category.

It also had to determine what it costs to make
hardwood plywood in an economy similar to

China’s in order to see if imports are being
dumped on the U.S. market.  China, as a
communist country, does not have a free market
economy, so the investigation centered on
manufacturing in countries such as Thailand.

So far, the Department of Commerce has set a
preliminary tariff rate that is meant to deal with
the problem of government subsidies.  One
manufacturer, which the department determined

had provided inaccurate information in answer to
a required questionnaire, was hit with a 111
percent tariff, more than doubling the price of its
products in the U.S. market.

Another group of manufactures did not bother
completing the questionnaire and must pay a
similar duty on their imports.

Chinese imports make up 60 percent of market
(Continued from page one.)

(Continued on page twenty-five.)

Gary Gillespie of Columbia Forest Products (left) talks with U.S. Representative Peter Welch during the
congressman’s visit to the Newport veneer mill on April 20.  Mr. Gillespie used the opportunity to thank Mr. Welch
for testifying on his company’s behalf in the tariff case before the International Trade Commission.  

Photo by Joseph Gresser
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Northern State Correctional Facility
Temporary Correctional Officer

Temporary Officer positions are available at the Newport
Facility. Temporary appointments have the potential to become

permanent classified state employees. Starting pay is $16.61,
with 8 weeks of paid on-the-job training. Minimum

qualifications are high school degree or equivalent, and at least
2 years of full-time work experience. Duties involve the
supervision, custody, treatment, and training of inmates

confined in a correctional facility. Extensive background checks
are required. Previous applicants need to reapply to be

considered. If you have questions, please contact Karen at 802-
334-8906, or Karen.Marchant@vermont.gov.

You must apply online to be considered:
www.careers.vermont.gov, reference Job ID #620939. 

Application deadline: April 30, 2017.

Northern State Correctional Facility
Correctional Officer I

Correctional Officer I positions are available at the Newport
Facility. This is a permanent, classified state employee

position. Benefits include generous health care package,
free dental, pension and union membership in the Vermont
State Employees Association (VSEA), vacation, personal, sick,

and compensatory time off. Starting pay is $17.20, with 8
weeks paid on-the-job training. Minimum qualifications are

high school degree or equivalent, and at least 2 years of full-
time work experience. Duties involve the supervision,

custody, and training of inmates confined in a correctional
facility.  Extensive background checks are required. Previous

applicants need to reapply to be considered. If you have
questions, please contact Karen at: 802-334-8906,

or Karen.Marchant@vermont.gov.
You must apply online to be considered:

www.careers.vermont.gov, reference Job ID #620916. 
Application deadline: April 30, 2017.

As we gear up for the busy year we
are now accepting applications for
full- and part-time positions for

sales, general laborers, experienced
finish carpenters and drywallers,

truck drivers and ground
maintenance personnel.

We are only looking for hardworking, conscientious, dependable individ-
uals with strong attention to detail who want to come to work every day
and be part of an award-winning team who values quality and excellent
service. Valid driver’s license is required. Compensation based on expe-
rience. Benefit packages available.

Please apply in person only at Bean’s Homes, located at the junction
of Routes 5 & 114, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (NO PHONE CALLS)

To anyone who can help us find an experienced
CARPenteR who is motivated (has a need or
desire), wants to work, willing to work, and must
not be afraid of rain, heat, cold, snow, and long

hours. Top dollar paid to the right person. Hurry, as
we only have one position to fill! If you know

someone, or you may be this person, please call
802-673-9768, between 5-7 p.m.

If no answer, please leave a message. Reward paid
upon completion of three month review period.

REWARD $500

Park View Garage, Inc.

802-754-8556
RTE. 5, BARTON-ORLEANS RD., ORLEANS, VT

HELP WANTED.
CALL OR

INQUIRE WITHIN.
Help Wanted!
Driver with a
Class A CDL.

References needed.
Please contact John

at 802-274-5320.

HELP WANTED:
Part-time customer service representativeto collect deposits from customers, sign contracts,answer phones, copy and fax documents, andmanage business e-mail account.18 to 27 hours per week.Mail resumé to:P.O. Box 517, Newport, VT 05855.

EMPLOYMENT
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The commerce department put a much lower
duty on imports from one company, Linyi
Sanfortune Wood, which will have to pay a 9.89
percent duty on its imports.

According to Department of Commerce
documents, the U.S. producers are suggesting a
105 percent tariff rate.

Once a proposed tariff is announced,
importers must put up a bond to cover the
potential duties they will owe if the tariff is
finalized.  The penalties will be assessed on all
imports since January as a way to make sure that
no one tries to evade the tariffs by bringing large
quantities of plywood into the U.S. before they
are put in place.

Mr. Gillespie said he already has seen a
reduction in the amount of Chinese plywood
entering the country.  Many importers are small
companies that cannot afford to put up the money
to cover the expected tariff, he said.

While the Coalition for Fair Trade in
Hardwood is pressing its case, importers and
cabinet manufacturers have submitted
information intended to keep the ITC and
Department of Commerce from putting the
proposed penalties into place.

One of the organizations, called The American
Alliance for Hardwood Plywood, heads its press
releases with a colorful logo that includes a bald
eagle and the American flag.  It claims that

cabinetmakers will lose jobs if the supply of
Chinese plywood is restricted.

Much hardwood plywood does go into
cabinets, Mr. Gillespie said.  He said American
suppliers can handle the demand, although
they may need a little time to ramp up
productions.

Columbia’s Newport plant is a veneer mill.
Giant lathes peel logs into the long strips of very

thin hardwood that will become the face of the
plywood used in cabinetry.  It is one of five such
mills Columbia runs and the one that uses the
widest variety of woods in the process.

The other mills turn out maple and birch
veneers, while the Newport plant also produces

oak, black birch, yellow birch, boxwood, black and
red oak, and tulip poplar.  Mr. Gillespie said the
area around Newport has a more diverse array of
species than the locales of the other mills. 

Most of the veneer produced in Newport is
sold to the Columbia Forest Products plants that
manufacture finished plywood panels.

Some of the plywood is the type seen on the
exposed ends of cabinets, he said.  The company
also makes another grade that is used for the
cabinets’ interior and shelves.  Mr. Gillespie said
cabinet doors are usually make of solid wood.

He said Columbia has had to adapt as the
path to consumers has changed in recent years.
Today, Mr. Gillespie said, much hardwood
plywood is sold by Home Depot and Lowe’s.

Columbia does not do business with Lowe’s,
but is a major supplier to Home Depot, he said.
The company is able to keep up with the retailer’s
demand for product and also offers some other
advantages, Mr. Gillespie said.

He said Columbia developed a way of bonding
plywood that did not use formaldehyde, a toxic
chemical that can harm workers and people living
in homes contaminated with vapors.  Columbia
also gets its wood from legitimate suppliers who
do not harvest endangered species.

Home Depot’s buyers “can sleep nights
knowing they’re not going to have a problem with
formaldehyde or illegal wood,” Mr. Gillespie said.

Enforced tariffs may add third shift at Columbia

“We’re just looking for
a level playing field.” —

Columbia Forest
Products Executive Vice-
President Gary Gillespie

(Continued from page twenty-four.)

Community National Bank
Information Systems Manager - Derby Office

Community National Bank is seeking an IS Manager.
This full-time position will be responsible for
overseeing and managing the bank’s information
systems department and infrastructure. Acts as a
liaison between the department, staff, vendors, and
consultants. Requirements include 5+ years of
experience with a Windows and networked
environment; 3+ years working experience as an IS
manager or relevant experience; 3+ years supervision
experience; leadership qualities that inspire and
embrace our mission, vision, and values, and
demonstrated ability to multi-task and meet tight
deadlines on a regular basis. Banking experience or
knowledge of Jack Henry Silverlake is a plus. 
Excellent salary and benefit package. Salary
commensurate with experience.  

Letter of interest and resumé may be mailed to:
Human Resources, Community National Bank

4811 U.S. Route 5
Newport, VT 05855 

Or you may submit your letter of interest and resumé
online at: www.communitynationalbank.com.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

the Chronicle

Help Wanted
We’re looking for a personable and creative
marketing assistant to sell ads for new
digital and print products, work with website,
and develop new accounts. The position
requires thinking out of the box, knowledge of
website technology, and eagerness to meet
potential clients face-to-face. This is a part-
time position with commission-based salary.
Experience in sales or related area is a must
for this position. The successful candidate will
be a dynamic people person, a team player
and original thinker able to enthusiastically
promote, develop, and sell media products.
Please submit resumé and cover letter, which
includes qualifications, experience and/or
what you could bring to the position. E-mail
thechronicleinc@gmail.com or send to the
Chronicle, P.O. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822,
attn: Tracy.

Lake Region Union High School

Lake Region Union High School is
accepting applications for

2017-2018
Spanish Teacher
French Teacher
Math Teacher

.5 FTE English Teacher
Refer to: www.schoolspring.com
for applications and job details.

Submit letter of interest, resumé, certifications, and
three current letters of reference to:

Andre Messier
317 Lake Region Road
Orleans, VT 05860

Background check is required
E.O.E.

Open until filled.

Asack & Son Tree Farm
Asack & Son Tree Farm is hiring for spring seedling

harvest. Smoke-free environment, part time, full time.
No experience needed, will train.

Starting pay for new employees is $11 per hour
including bonus. For previous employees who

have successfully completed a work season with
us pay is $12 per hour including bonus.  

To apply, call Bill, evenings from 6–8 p.m., at
754-6934. Please call first before you come.

Immediate opening
for an experienced

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN. Must have
own tools, be dependable,

and able to work independently.
Mon.–Fri. Pay based on experience.

Hill Group
880022--447722--99000000

Garage

Hill Group 1823 VT RTE. 16
EAST HARDWICK, VT Northeast Farm Sales & Service

4501 Route 5, Coventry Road, Irasburg, VT 05845
Contact Keeno via phone at (802) 754-8863 
or e-mail: kchilafoux@nefsvt.com

Full-time Service
Writer Position:

Requirements:
• Motivated • Computer skills

• Mechanical Knowledge • Team Player
• Pay Based on Knowledge & Experience

www.NEFSVT.com 802.754.8863

WANTED: EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPER
for full-time, seasonal job starting immediately.

40+ hours weekly. Send resumé to: Doug Spates,
83 Third St., Newport, VT 05855

LAKE REGION UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
Position Opening 

EVENING CUSTODIAN 
(3-11 p.m.) 

Please submit letter of interest, resumé and 3 current
references to: 

Lake Region Union High School 
Attention: Patrick Chandler 
317 Lake Region Road 

Orleans, VT 05860 
E.O.E./Background Check required. Position open until filled.

WANTED:
Experienced carpenter with the

minimum of 6 years experience,
references required.

Also looking for a Laborer with minimum
of 2 years experience in the work field,

references required.
Will consider training the right candidate.

Call for an interview, 802-525-4022.

EMPLOYMENT
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allowed to participate in the high school district
but won’t be eligible for any of the other benefits
of consolidation, Ms. Mace said.

For districts that do consolidate, there will be
four years of tax rate reductions starting at eight
cents per hundred dollars of value and declining
by two cents per hundred dollars each year.  

Merged districts will keep the small schools
grants that each of their former school districts
had, and will be eligible for a $150,000 transition
grant, Ms. Mace said.  They also get some
protection from a jump in taxes if school
enrollment drops.  And if they sell a school that
was built with a state construction grant, they
don’t have to pay it back.  

Districts that don’t merge aren’t eligible for
anything.  

And although there is mention of “approved
alternate structures” — such as supervisory
unions — in the Act 46 language, districts that opt
to form one don’t get any of the benefits offered to
the ones that merge into a single district.

On top of that, any supervisory union or
district that doesn’t merge into a consolidated
district that meets the state’s requirements has to
demonstrate with hard data how its plan meets
all of the state requirements for cost-cutting and
greater equity of opportunity.  

Schools that merge into a single approved
district don’t have to show how they fit into
what’s called the state plan, although they have
to supply most of the same data to get their
merger plans approved, Ms. Mace said.  

The overall reaction to Ms. Mace’s
presentation from OCSU residents seemed to be
skeptical.  

“There are a whole lot of factors that affect
tax rates,” said Nick Ecker-Racz of Glover.  And
even if schools are a major driver of tax rates, 80

percent of budgets go to teacher salaries.  Unless
teachers are fired and schools are closed, it’s
unlikely that costs are going to drop significantly,
he said.

Several people criticized the lack of studies
showing that district consolidation actually
reduces taxes.

“You’re right,” Ms. Mace said.  “Changing
governance structures in and of itself saves
nothing.”

But it changes the conversation, she said.
Later in the meeting she referred several times to
“bending the curve” on school costs.  

Ms. Mace said that she prefers to focus on
eliminating what she called “fundamental
differences of opportunity.” 

And she urged people to focus on what their
community visions are for their children, rather
than on the structural changes involved — even
though that is the focus of the law.

“You quickly get to I don’t want to lose this, I
don’t want to lose that,” she said.  

But several speakers rejected the idea that
merging into a single district actually would
create equal opportunities.  

What does equity actually mean? Evan
Gentler, a teacher, asked.  

“Does it mean teaching the same program in
each school?  Does it mean the same number of
hours of math or science in every school every
week?”

That’s not the Vermont way, Ms. Mace said.
Every community still has the right to choose
education that reflects its community values.

Struggling to put the idea into words, she
said that if a community chooses certain
educational goals that reflect its values, that’s
valid.  But if a community cuts or restricts certain
educational opportunities because it just doesn’t
have the money to carry them out, that’s where
the concept of inequity fits in.

The outcomes the state is hoping to achieve
include not just equity, but being sure that
schools meet or exceed educational quality
standards and maximize operating efficiency, Ms.
Mace said.

The state based its goals on a study of school
mergers, she said.  

But the conclusion of that study is that “we
don’t know the outcomes of mergers,” said former
teacher and principal Carole Young.  “No one has
studied what happens after a merger.”

She and several others in the audience
appealed for more time for the state to study the
effect of mergers on the districts that consolidated
early.  

The districts that merged early are required
to provide data, Ms. Mace said.  “And there were
a lot of calls for pushing the pause button in
Montpelier this year, but it’s not going to
happen.” 

The outcome of mergers is unknown
(Continued from page one.)

(Continued on page twenty-seven.)

“You’re right,” Ms. Mace
said. “Changing

governance structures
in and of itself saves

nothing.” But it changes
the conversation,

she said.  

for

, VT 05860

Friday, April 28th, 11 a.m.

, Brownington,

• eSTaTeS • cOLLecTiBLeS • aNTiQUeS
• Real estate & Personal Property • Licensed auctioneer • Free consulting

We will buy one piece to an entire estate or commission us to sell your personal property!

DEGRE AUCTION SERVICE“Our goal is a satisfied customer.”

HOURS: Thurs. & Fri. 8-4; Sat. 8-12
RichaRd degRe • 1571 Route 100, Westfield, VT

(802) 744-2427 or 744-6380 • www.degreauction.comWe do ALL types of auctions!

april 29, 2017 @ 9 a.m.

21 UNiTS

Notice of Public Auction under the Vermont Self Storage Facility Act. Notice is
hereby given that Affordable Self Storage/Derby Self Storage will conduct a
sale of the contents located within the following spaces:

NEWpOrT

419a VT route 105 — 9 a.m.

Unit #46-B Content rented by: Brandon Staples
Unit #60-B Content rented by: Steven Ferland
Unit #64-B Content rented by: Gordon Farrar
Unit #72-B Content rented by: Gordon Farrar
Unit #82-B Content rented by: Adrian Archambault
Unit #482-Q Content rented by: Thomas Farrow
Unit #521-R Content rented by: Kayla Delzio

COVENTrY

299 Main St.

Unit #263-H Content rented by:Booth & Ross Naramore, Jane

DErBY SElF STOraGE

5059 U.S. route 5

Unit #17-34-AA Content rented by: Abandoned
Unit #116-135-DD Content rented by: Jeremy Prue
Unit #148-DD Content rented by: Chelsie Blais
Unit #227-FF Content rented by: Phil Poutre
Unit #239-FF Content rented by: Abandoned

BEEBE rOaD

150 Beebe road

Unit #281-I Content rented by: Jamie Sink
Unit #285-I Content rented by: Florence Robbins
Unit #291-I Content rented by: Abandoned
Unit #309-I Content rented by: Matt Farnsworth
Unit #329-J Content rented by: Margaret Bunce
Unit #351-J Content rented by: Heather Sergent
Unit #378-K Content rented by: Diebre Stone

iSlaND pOND

280 Meadow Street

Unit #147D Content rented by: Jamie Bone
Unit #184-E Content rented by: Hope Pray
Tenant may pay up the day before Sale, before 2 p.m. So as, some units may
be removed from Sale. Terms of Sale: By Ron Wright, Auctioneer — Cash or
Good Check. Winning bidder must remove all contents from the facility on the
day of the auction. Legal information: Above units to be sold per Vermont
Self-Storage Facility Act Sec. 2.9 V.S.A. and Sec. 3954.

STORAGE WARS

Online
Subscriptions

are only

$28
per year.

www.barton
chronicle.com

AUC
TION

S



the Chronicle, April 26, 2017 Page Twenty-seven

She recommended that the supervisory
union’s study committee try to get together with
representatives of early merging districts and ask
how things are going.  

She offered a list of names of those districts,
but wasn’t able to offer a similar list of districts
that had opted for alternative structures. 

“Is it even possible to create an acceptable
alternate structure?” Brian Carroll of West
Glover asked.  

He described himself as a strong proponent of
equity.

“I think it’s a travesty that kids living ten
miles apart could have different opportunities,”
he said.

The biggest obstacle to OCSU being approved
for an alternate structure would be that the state
still requires districts to consolidate into the
“fewest practicable number of districts,” Ms. Mace
said.  

When neighboring districts have completely
different structures — when one district tuitions
its elementary students, its neighbor only offers
pre-kindergarten through sixth-grade, and
another neighboring district offers pre-
kindergarten through eighth grade, there may be
barriers to merging as a single district.

Earlier in the evening, she described what
she called a spiral in which courses are being cut
to reduce costs but tax rates are still going up.

“It’s a cycle — offer less, spend more,” she
said.  “It’s pervasive around the state.” 

But several people criticized the rush to
change things without an adequate understanding
of what the consequences might be.

“I’d like people to take a breath before we
change things that maybe don’t need to be
changed,” said Vicki Gentler, a retired teacher.

In her 30 years experience, she said, she’s
seen a lot of quality education coming out of very
small schools.

Several people mentioned that even though
people complain about property taxes, voters pass
their school budgets year after year.  

Last year, all but one of the towns in the
OCSU rejected a merger plan developed by its Act
46 Study Committee.  

And this year, the school boards that make up
the neighboring North Country Supervisory
Union opposed even studying consolidation.

A new OCSU Act 46 committee convened this
year, but decided not to move forward until the
group had more answers to its questions about
exactly what the downside would be if voters are
still opposed to any form of consolidation.

OCSU is a supervisory union, which means
that it’s made up of six small school districts plus
Lake Region.

It already shares a central office, group
purchasing, and contract negotiations, and some
personnel — the cost-saving measures that the
state says would be the source of savings if
schools consolidated into a single district.

contact Elizabeth Trail at
elizabeth@bartonchronicle.com

Courses are cut to reduce costs
(Continued from page twenty-six.)

TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT WARNING

The legal voters of the Westmore Town School District
are hereby warned to meet at the Municipal Office in
said Town on Thursday, the 4th of May, 2017 A.D., at
seven o’clock in the evening to transact the following
business namely:

1. To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year.

2. To receive and act upon the reports of the District
Officers.

3. To elect the following District Officers as provided by
statute:
a)  One school director for a term of three years 

(Jami Blair, whose appointment expires).
b)  One school director for Lake Region Union High 

School District for a three-year term (Konnie
Perkins, whose term expires).

4. To see if the District will vote to authorize the Board
of School Directors to borrow money to pay
indebtedness and current expenses of the District.

5. To see what salary the voters will authorize for
payment of School Directors.

6. Shall the voters of the school district approve the
school board to expend $380,583, which is the
amount the school board has determined necessary
for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this
proposed budget, if approved, will result in education
spending of $12,463.71 per equalized pupil. This
projected spending per equalized pupil is 9.17%
higher than spending for the current year.

7. To act on any other business, which may legally
come before said meeting.

8. To adjourn.

Dated at Westmore, Vermont, this 16th day of March
2017.

MarK Perkins
Megan Valley
WESTMORE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

I hereby certify the above warning was duly recorded in
the records of the Town of Westmore previous to the
posting and publication thereof.

Melissa Zebrowski
WESTMORE TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK

ACT 250 NOTICE 
MINOR APPLICATION #7R1377 

10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 – 6093 

On March 30, 2017, Boardwalk, LLC c/o Jeff Hutchins, [88
Rogers Road, Richmond, VT 05477] filed application #7R1377
for a project generally described as expansion of the existing
Northeast Sand and Gravel operations, including a new ±11
acre stone quarry; portable crushing and portable asphalt
plant; limited night operations; consolidated access from VT
58E and new access road; stormwater treatment ponds; 4800
SF storage building with exterior lighting; reclamation plan;
water recycling; new restrictions on hours of operation and
trucking limits; maximum annual extraction rate of 200,000
cubic yards per year and total stone extraction of ± 1,000,000
cubic yards; permit expiration at year 50; landscaping; and
relocated signage. The project is located at 928 VT Route 58E
in Irasburg, Vermont. No hearing will be held and a permit will
be issued unless, on or before May 9, 2017, a party notifies
the District #7 Commission in writing at the address below of
an issue requiring a hearing or the Commission sets the
matter for hearing on its own motion. Such hearing request
must include a petition for party status. The application and
proposed permit may also be viewed on the Natural
Resources Board’s website (www.nrb.state.vt.us/lup) by
clicking “Act 250 Database” and entering the project number
7R1377. For more information, contact Kirsten Sultan at the
address or telephone number below. 

Dated at St Johnsbury, Vermont this 19th day April, 2017. 
Kirsten Sultan, P.E., Coordinator 
District #7 Environmental Commission 
374 Emerson Falls Road, Suite 4 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 
802-751-0126 
kirsten.sultan@vermont.gov

PUBLIC NOTICE
Vermont Heritage Spring
Water Company, located at
3662 North Derby Rd., bottles
water from springs in Beebe
Plain, Vermont 05823. The
company has an existing
permit (WSID 20110) to

operate a Public Community Water System issued in
accordance with 10 V.S.A. Chapter 56 and The Water
Supply Rule. To comply with new Groundwater
Withdrawal Reporting and Permitting Rules (Chapter
24), Vermont Heritage has submitted a Groundwater
Withdrawal Permit Application to the VTDEC Drinking
Water and Protection Division, dated April 25, 2017. The
requested withdrawal is 5.25 GPM.

Copies of the application are available for viewing at
the Town of Derby clerks office and the zoning office.
Comments referencing this application should be
directed to: the Drinking Water & Groundwater
Protection Division, 1 National Life Dr., Main 2,
Montpelier, VT 05620-3521.

STATE OF VERMONT PROBATE COURT
DISTRICT OF ORLEANS, SS. DOCKET NO.: 272-8-16 Ospr
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:  ANDREW J. MERCERI
LATE OF:  ALBANY, VERMONT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of the estate of ANDREW J. MERCERI, late of

ALBANY, VERMONT.
We have been appointed personal representatives of the above

named estate. All creditors having claims against the estate must
present their claims in writing within four (4) months of the
publication of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be
presented to us at the address listed below with a copy filed with
the register of the Probate Court. The claim will be forever barred
if it is not presented as described above within the four (4)
month deadline.

Dated:  April 20, 2017

Dated: April 20, 2017

Name of Publication: the Chronicle
First Publication Date:  April 26, 2017
Second Publication Date: May 3, 2017 
Address of Probate Court: 
Orleans County Probate Court
247 Main Street
Newport, VT 05855

Signed
Kim Merceri

449 Garden St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

(413) 636-2805

Signed
Darrell Merceri

107 Coolidge Ave.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 378-3871

Town of Brownington

Green Up Day
Saturday May 6th, 2017
• Green up bags will be distributed at the school

(1 bag/family), additional bags will be available at
the Brownington Town Clerk’s office.

• We would like to see families pick up trash in the
vicinity of their homes.

• Do not pick up needles or hazardous waste, report
it to the Coordinator at the Town Garage.

• Bags can be dropped off at the Brownington Town
Garage from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., or you can leave
them along the road for pickup. Eight
tires/household will be accepted.

• Children dropping off bags at the Brownington
Town Garage will receive a coupon for a free ice
cream at Tim & Doug’s.

Let’s make it a family affair!!!!

LAKE REGION UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
NOTICE 

Lake Region Union High School is seeking bids from
qualified contractors for a roof replacement project.

Sealed bids will be received on or before 1 p.m. (EST)
Friday, April 28, 2017, and sealed bids will be opened at an
open to the public Operations Committee meeting at 5:15
p.m. on Monday, May 1, 2017, at Lake Region Union High
School. Site work on the project will begin no sooner than
Monday, June 26, 2017, and must be completed by Friday,
August 18, 2017. 

A mandatory walk through is scheduled for 8 a.m. (EST) on
Monday, April 17, 2017. RFP: Specification and General
Condition documents will be available at the walk through
or in advance by contacting: 

Robert BJ Judd 
Lake Region Union High School 
(802) 754-6521, x221 

Contractors must have proven experience with similar-sized
school projects and provide a Performance Bond and
insurance covering the performance of said work.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The City of Newport is seeking proposals
from qualified painters to paint the
Gateway Center in downtown Newport.
Project information can be found at:
www.NewportRecreation.org. For more
information, contact Jessica Booth, Parks
& Recreation Director, at (802) 334-6345,
or JBooth@newportrecreation.org. A
facility walk-through is scheduled for 9
a.m. on Wednesday, May 3. The deadline
for proposals is 4:30 p.m., May 12, 2017.
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in
all six New England states is hosting several
recruitment events, looking for hard-working,
dedicated men and women to protect the
homeland.

“CBP offers opportunities for those looking for
a challenging and rewarding career, protecting
America,” said regional CBP Recruiter Sean
Maher.  “Whether on the frontline or behind the
scenes, CBP needs eligible applicants to fill
positions in both domestic, and in some cases,
international roles.”

CBP is the sole organization responsible for
securing the nation’s borders and takes a
comprehensive approach to border management

and control, combining customs, immigration,
border security, and agricultural protection into
one coordinated and supportive activity. 

A recruitment event for work at the CBP area
port of St. Albans will be held on Tuesday, May
23, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the fourth annual
Vermont Career Connections career show held at
the Sheraton Burlington Hotel, 870 Williston
Road, South Burlington.

The primary responsibility of a CBP officer is
to protect the nation by detecting and preventing
terrorists and their weapons from entering the
U.S. while facilitating the orderly flow of
legitimate trade and travel.  CBP officers perform
a wide variety of duties, including, but not limited
to:  conveyance and traveler inspection, passenger
and cargo analysis, examination and law
enforcement activities relating to revenue and
trade, seizure of contraband, interdiction of
agricultural pests and diseases and admissibility
of persons at 328 ports of entry located at
airports, sea ports and land borders.

The CBP officer position is a full-time,
uniformed position that requires regular
qualification and carrying of a firearm, and

includes paid training at CBP’s Field Operations
Academy, located at the Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, Georgia.
Applicants must be a U.S. citizen and resident for
the last three years, have a valid driver’s license,
and pass a medical examination, fitness and drug
tests, as well as a thorough background
investigation and polygraph examination used to
determine suitability for the position.  In general,
eligible candidates must be referred for selection
prior to reaching 40 years of age (limited
exceptions apply, such as age exemptions
available based on Veterans’ preference
eligibility).  In addition to the CBP officer
position, employees work in a variety of areas of
expertise, including trade, agriculture,
intelligence, information technology, finance and
human resources.

Information on available positions and CBP
Careers is also available on the CBP website.  Go
to www.cbp.gov/careers/apply-now to apply for the
CBP officer position, or other available positions,
or stop by a recruitment event to talk one-on-one
with a CBP representative.  — from CBP.

Customs to host recruitment event in South Burlington

WE NEED YOUR 
SUMMER
EVENTS

for our annual Summer Events
in the Kingdom Supplement
coming out on May 24th. 

Does your organization* have an
event or events coming up this

summer? Let our readers 
and tourists know!

Please e-mail events to
ads@bartonchronicle.com 
by May 9th with the subject
“summer events,” fax to 

(802) 525-3200, or mail to:
the Chronicle

P.O. Box 660
Barton, VT 05822

“ATTN: SUMMER EVENTS”
*Events must be one of the following: 
A nonprofit organization, a free event, 

or a benefit. Events from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day will be published in this supplement. 
We reserve the right to edit or reject any events.

No phone events accepted. 

the Chronicle

We’ll be publishing our annual Summer Events in
the Kingdom Supplement on May 24th,

Just in time for Memorial Day
and the kickoff to summer!
This is a wonderful opportunity to 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
TO THE SUMMER CROWDS

as this supplement sticks around and is placed in information 
booths and hotels/inns around Orleans County. 

Contact your ad rep or our office if you’re interested in placing an ad:
E-mail: ads@bartonchronicle.com  •  Phone: 802-525-3531

DEADLINE FOR ADS IS TUESDAY, MAY 16.
Don’t miss this opportunity to reach lots of tourists and locals!

in the Kingdom

MORRISVILLE USED AUTO
Used cars & trucks • Also, parts for all ages.

Antique cars bought & sold.
No Sunday calls, please.

Chrissy
802-888-4981

535 VT Rte. 15
Morrisville, VT

Come check out the vehicles at Morrisville Used Auto!
Closed Wednesdays and weekends. Call for after hour appointments.

We take trades! Many vehicles to choose from!
NOW OFFERING FINANCING.

• VT State Inspection Station• Servicing Foreign & Domestic

IT’S TAX RETURN TIME!!!

INSPECTION
#4 DUE

Specializing in Collision Repair
Free Insurance Estimates

TOM GRAY
ALLEN RABOIN

Tel. 802-334-2255
472 Union St., Newport, VT

TAYLOR’S
REPAIRS • TRANSMISSIONS • FUEL SYSTEMS • EXHAUST

— WE TAKE ALL RECYCLED OILS —E
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334 Barton/Orleans Rd., Barton, VT • 525-3456 • Open Mon.-Fri., 7:30-5:30
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

All Major & Minor Repairs.

Experienced Transmission Work!

Certified
Technicians.

“You AUTO Try Us!”

FOREIGN  &
DOMESTICBRAKE

SPECIAL!
Ask us how
to save 

up to $95!

3588 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT 05829
www.vianor.com

• Nokia Tires • Bridgestone Tires • Firestone Tires

766-8092



DeLaBruere’s
TOTAL SERVICE & MORE!

5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT • 334-5028
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-4, service 8-12; Sun. 9-3.

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS!

Auto Sales
& Service

GM
QUALITY
PARTS

$1695

up to 5 qts.
Excludes diesel & synthetic oil.
Includes multi-point inspection.

$7995 RotellaT
up to 10 qts. — 15W40

Must
present
coupon

Must
present
coupon

Expires
5/31/17.

Expires
5/31/17.

Tire Changeover
$50 for

4 tire changeover

Must
present
coupon

Expires
5/31/17.

  

     
  

      
   

    

154 East Main Street
Newport
(802) 334-5044

Rte. 5, Derby Road
Derby

(802) 334-6044
www.shattuckmotors.com

O     

 

*For your protection, we DO NOT sell Canadian vehicles.*

Never any gimmicks
or make-believe
sales!

INTEREST RATES AS LOW AS 
(TO QUALIFIED BUYERS.)

Don’t make a $3,000 to $4,000
mistake by buying elsewhere!
OVER 150 VEHICLES IN STOCK!

WHY PAY MORE
ELSEWHERE?

1.29%

Two convenient locations!
Our 34th year

in business!

Get better cell
phone coverage!

AUDIOCARVE has home/office cell phone
boosters and in car boosters!
Double or triple your signal!

Route 105, Newport, VT 334-3032
www.Audiocarve.com    Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1.

FaceBook us!

DERBY
TIRE & SERVICE

Center
259 Shattuck Hill Road, Newport, VT

(802) 334-1776

TIME FOR A TIRE
CHANGEOVER
• $40 for cars 

• $52 for trucks

Brakes • Alignments • Struts • Oil Changes
• Diagnostics • Tires • And More!

We’re a dealer!

NORTHHILL AUTOMOTIVE
OFFICIAL VERMONT INSPECTION STATION

802-673-3707
CERTIFIED INSPECTION

TECHNICIAN, AUTOMOTIVE
DIAGNOSTICS, AND REPAIR

MARK DESLANDES
2124 NORTHHILL RD.,
WESTFIELD, VT 05874
NORTHHILL@WILDBLUE.NET

VERMONT
2017

4
APRIL

00-000000

EXPIRES IN MONTH INDICATED 2017
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DeLaBruere’s
5605 U.S. Route 5, Newport, VT • 334-5028

Auto
Detailing

Complete Detail Special
Includes wash, vacuum, windows, 

Armor All, shampoo, and wax. 
(Extra for excessively dirty vehicles.)

$90

• SALES
• SERVICE
• A/C SERVICE
• TIRES
• 24-HOUR

TOWING

• 2007 SAAB 9-3 - convertible, FL car,
77K miles ........................................................$8,295

• 2004 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE - convertible, auto.,
114K miles ......................................................$3,995

• 2005 SUBARU OUTBACK...........................$4,995

Hill Group
880022--447722--99000000

Garage

Hill Group

1823 VT RTE. 16, EAST HARDWICK, VT O5836

RUSSELL’S SERVICE
56 Industrial Park Lane, Orleans (one mile south of Orleans)

754-6670 • Kevin Russell, Manager
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8–5

ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS

We Service
ABS Brakes.

We sell 
Interstate
Batteries!

VERMONT INSPECTION
STATION – Time for #4

Walker
Guaranteed
MUFFLERS

Tires
SPECIAL PRICES
ON SHOCKS &
STRUTS

Major
& Minor
Repairs

CAR WASH, VAC & WINDOWS $15
BRING IN THIS COUPON. Expires 4/30/17.

www.autooutfittersvt.com

• Car Starters • WeatherTech • Leer • Tonneau Covers & More

252 Quarry Road, Derby • (802) 334-7530 • Fax: (802) 334-7531
(In back of McDonald’s)

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30, Saturday 9-1, Closed Sunday.C
O

U
P
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N

• Graphics • Auto Accessories • Trailer Sales • Stereo Equipment • Full Installation

319 Main Street, Newport, VT • 802-334-7790

• Summer Tires • Lube Oil • Brakes
• Exhaust Batteries • Pick-up • Delivery

Call to book your tire changeover!

OPEN SATURDAYS. Call for an appointment.
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www.MandAcarsales.com

292 Shattuck Hill Rd.
Derby, VT

(802) 487-9206
We offer financing 

to qualified buyers!

CARFAX dealer.

Sales & Service

We are now a VT State
Inspection Station!
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2016 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr. sedan, 4 cyl., auto., air, cruise, p.win./locks, CD, silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,995.
2016 CHEVY IMPALA LS - 4 dr. sedan, black, auto., air, CD, p.win./locks, cruise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,995.
2016 JEEP PATRIOT - 4X4, 4 dr., 4 cyl., sport, auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,995.
2014 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE - 4X4, 4 dr., CD, p. win./lks., cruise, heated leather seats, 13K miles, black, auto. . . .$15,995.
2013 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr. sedan, 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,995.
2013 CHEVY CRUZE 1LT - 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, remote start, pewter, 18K miles  . . . . . . . .$13,995.
2012 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 - 4X4, 4 dr., 8’body, air, CD, cruise, p.win./locks, contractor’s box, 5.3 V8, white  . . . .$17,995.
2012 FORD FUSION - 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,995.
2011 CHEVY EQUINOX LT - 4 dr. wagon, 4X4, 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, touring . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,995.
2011 FORD RANGER SPORT - ext. cab, 4X4 pickup, 6 cyl., CD, auto., p.win./locks, cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,995.
2011 CHEVY IMPALA LT - 4 dr. sedan, 6 cyl., auto., air, cruise, p.win./locks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995.
2010 CHEVY HHR - 4 dr. wagon, 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,995.
2008 CHEVY EQUINOX - AWD, 4 dr. wagon, 6 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.
2008 JEEP PATRIOT - 4X4, 4 dr. wagon, 4 cyl., 5 spd., p.win./locks, cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.
2008 VOLVO XC90 - AWD, 4 dr. wagon, auto., air, cruise, p.win./locks, leather, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.
2008 CHEVY COBALT LT - 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, spoiler, silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,095.
2007 BUICK LACROSSE CX - 4 dr., silver, 6 cyl., auto., CD, one owner, p. win./lks., cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,995. 
2007 KIA RIO - 4 dr. sedan, 5 spd., air, CD, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,995
2006 PONTIAC G6 - 4 dr. sedan, auto., air, CD, sunroof, spoiler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,395.
2006 JEEP LIBERTY - 4X4, 6 cyl., auto., air, CD, cruise, p.win./locks, alum. rims, 94K miles  . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,095.
2005 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER - 4X4, 4 dr., 6 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, pewter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,995.
2005 PONTIAC VIBE - AWD, 4 dr. wagon, 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, cruise, CD, sunroof  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,995.
2004 CHEVY CAVALIER - 4 dr., 4 cyl., auto., p.win./locks, 78K miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,595.
2003 CHEVY MALIBU LS - 4 dr. sedan, sunroof, air, CD, 6 cyl., p.win./locks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,595.
2002 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA - 4 dr., 4WD, p.win./locks, cruise, CD, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,995.
1998 CHEVY SILVERADO X-CAB - 4X4, pickup, Sportside, p. win./lks., black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,995.

Where you deal with the owners!
BRIGHTON GARAGE, INC.

Island Pond, VT • 723-4455 • 800-750-2425
www.brightongarage.com • Mon.–Fri. 8–5, Sat. 8–3

Guaranteed 
Credit Approval 
with the following:
Pay stub from the last 30 days or 
an SSI SSD award letter, proof 
of residency (electric, cable, or 
cell phone bill preferred), 
and driver’s license and 
insurance information.

Call James at

334-3004
Route 105

Newport, VT
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-1. Closed Sun.

CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & VANS!

FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY
• 4-wheel alignments • Oil changes • Major overhauls

• Tires for sale
• Mount & balance

• Shocks, struts, brakes
“You name it, we do it.”

SERVICE PHONE: 334-1812

INSPECTION

#6
DUE NEXT

james@royersautosales.net • www.royersautosales.net

Find us on Facebook!

2016 NISSAN VERSA 2014 CHEVY CRUZE

Black, with gray cloth interior, auto., 1.8L 4 cyl.,
27,760 miles. Stock #C886.

Black, with black cloth interior, auto., 1.6L 4
cyl., 11,856 miles. Stock #C866.

INSPECTION

#4
DUE NOW

2014 CHEVY CRUZE - 28,523 1.4L 4 CYL. TURBO, RED ..........................................$14,995.
2014 TOYOTA CAROLLA - 39,194 MILES, 1.8L 4 CYL., GREEN...............................$14,995.
2013 FORD F150 - 64,623 MILES, 5.0L V8, RED......................................................$27,995.
2012 TOYOTA RAV4 - 62,575 MILES, 3.5L V6, RED ................................................$21,000.
2010 FORD F150 - 82,134 MILES, 5.4L V8, MAROON ............................................$18,995.
2010 FORD ESCAPE - 79,375 MILES, 3.0L V6, SLATE BLUE....................................$11,995.
2010 FORD FUSION - 90,850 MILES, 2.5L 4 CYL., BLACK.........................................$8,995.
2010 HARLEY-DAVIDSON ROAD KING MOTORCYCLE - 21,400 MILES, BLUE ......$11,500.
2008 CADILLAC DTS - 82,511 MILES, 4.6L V8, BLACK............................................$10,500.
2008 FORD FOCUS - 53,862 MILES, 2.0L 4 CYL., RED ..............................................$6,995.
2008 JEEP PATRIOT - 98,636 MILES, 2.4L 4 CYL., BURNT ORANGE ........................$8,995.
2008 VOLVO S40 - 125,435 MILES, 2.4L 5 CYL., GRAY .............................................$7,495.
2008 HONDA RIDGELINE - 103,000 MILES, 4WD, 6 CYL., 3.5 ...............................$13,500.
2007 SUBARU FORESTER - 82,345 MILES, 2.5L 4 CYL., BLACK................................$7,995.
2006 DODGE DAKOTA - 111,226 MILES, 3.7L V6, SILVER........................................$9,995.
2006 SATURN ION - 113,628 MILES, 2.2L 4 CYL., GOLD ..........................................$4,995.
2005 SUBARU FORESTER - 137,555 MILES, 2.5L 4 CYL., SILVER .............................$5,995.
2005 TOYOTA CAMRY - 96,946 MILES, 3.0L V6, GOLD............................................$7,500.
2002 SATURN L300 - WAGON, V6, LOADED, 73,000 MILES ....................................$3,995.

Visit us online at www.mtViewauto.com

376 BROAD STREET, LYNDONVILLE, VERMONT 05851
802-626-4276 • 802-626-9251 • (VT) 1-800-639-1591

Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-noon  •  Dave & Diane Ainsworth

MOUNTAIN VIEW AUTO, INC.

Good, Used, Late Model
Cars & Trucks for Sale.

SALES &
SERVICE

Full-service Automotive Needs:
• Brakes • Engine Repair

•  Tires • Diagnosis
• Exhaust • Struts/Shocks

704 Main Street, P.O. Box 294, Barton, VT 05822
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Closed Sunday.

For sales, call “Buzz”

(802) 525-3662

MANY VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Carl’s Equipment, Inc.
USEDCARS&TRUCKSBOUGHT&SOLD

carlsequipmentinc.com

Vermont
Inspection
#4 Due.

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

  

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

RAY
’SAUTOSERVICE

24 HOUR TOWING

Full Auto Services

NAPA Car & Truck Care Center
24-Hour Mobile

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
TRUCK & WELDING SERVICE
MOTORCYCLE INSPECTIONS

133 Coventry Street, Newport, VT 

334-7832
Pager: 742-3363

Steve Ellis                          Dale Mosher 1859 Rte. 5, Orleans, VT • (802) 754-6920

YOUR FULL-SERVICE AUTO & TRUCK CENTER
Serving the Kingdom for 69 years

CROTEAU’S
We buy junk cars,

trucks & scrap metal.

24-Hour Towing ...and 
Emergency 

Service

3760 U.S. Route 5, Derby, VT

802-766-2100
rightwheelsvt.net

OPEN SUNDAYS!

Right
Wheels

Camping season special:

Low rate to qualified buyer. Tax & registration extra.

2015 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD SLE
White, VORTEC 6.0L, V8, SFI E-85-compatible,

Flexfuel, 18,694 miles, stock #5786CAN.

CALL FO
R

DETAIL
S!A

U
T
O



709 VERMONT ROUTE 15, HARDWICK, VT 05843
802.472.7510 | LVImportsVT.com | XXXXXXXXXX

2009 Chevrolet Colorado 4x4
2009 Ford Fusion
2006 GMC Canyon Crew
2010 Honda Civic LX
2009 Honda Fit Sport
2012 Hyundai Accent
2011 Nissan Sentra
2009 Pontiac Vibe
2006 Subaru Outback
2006 Toyota RAV4
2009 Toyota Tacoma
2008 VW Beetle
2011 Dakota "Big Horn"
2009 Mini Cooper
2009 Toyota Matrix

2010 Ford Ranger
2012 Hyundai Sante Fe
2011 Hyundai Sonata
2014 Mitsubisi Mirage
2011 Nissan Sentra
2011 Subaru Legacy
2011 Toyota Corolla S
2013 Jeep Lifted Wrangler
2013 Mazda CX-5
2009 Subaru WRX

UNDER $299/MO.

UNDER $200/MO.

WE SPECIALIZE IN CREDIT APPROVAL!

ALL PAYMENTS DONE WITH 10% DOWN, EXCLUDING TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND 
DOCUMENTATION FEES. BASED ON APPROVED CREDIT FOR 72 MONTHS AT 4.99% APR.

PAYMENTS UNDER $200/MONTH:

PAYMENTS UNDER $249/MONTH:

2008 VW
BEETLE

2009 MINI
COOPER

2009 HONDA
FIT SPORT

2011 KIA
SOUL

2011 TOYOTA
COROLLA S

2011 DAKOTA
“BIG HORN”

2012 NISSAN
ROGUE AWD

2012 TOYOTA
COROLLA

2013 KIA
SOUL

2014 MITSUBISHI
MIRAGE

2010 FORD
RANGER

2011 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE

2011 HONDA
ELEMENT

2012 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE

2013 TOYOTA
TACOMA

2014 NISSAN
SENTRA

2015 TOYOTA
COROLLA

2015 VW
PASSAT

All payments based on 10% down, excluding tax, title, registration and documentation fees. 
Based on approved credit for 72 months at 4.99% APR. See dealer for details. 

Pictures are for design purposes only and may not reflect actual vehicle.

Main Street,
Barton

(Next to Lake
House Saloon)

HOURS:
MON.–FRI. 5 AM–6 PM,

SAT. 5 AM–2 PM,
CLOSED SUNDAY.

BU
TLER

FAMILYAUTO
525-1255

YOU WON’T BELIEVE OUR LOW GAS PRICES!(And we even pump it for you!)

Butler Family Auto What’s even crazier
than our low gas
prices? How 
about our 

LOW 
HEATING

OIL
PRICES!
Offering prebuy prices!

• AUTO REPAIR  • SMALL ENGINES • TIRES & PARTS
WE DO ALL MINOR & MAJOR AUTO REPAIRS!

ALL OUR WORK IS GUARANTEED!

Want LESS
than 100 gallons?

NO PROBLEM!
Delivering heating oil, gasoline, kerosene, on
& off road diesel. Bulk deliveries welcome!

VT Fuel Assistance Dealer.

We install skid tanks, pumps, etc.

!

Tires!

Butler’s

BU
TLER
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Save BIG as we clean house for new inventory!

BRAND NEW
2014 Lincoln MKZ Hybrid

Comes with a 4 year/
50,000 mile warranty!
SAVE $12,000!

BRAND NEW
Ford F150 

Supercrew XLT
SAVE $10,000!

BRAND NEW
Ford Taurus SHO

SAVE $8,000!

BRAND NEW
Ford Fiesta SE automatic

$14,999

BRAND NEW
2016 Ford Fiesta 

5 spd. manual
$12,999

5 BRAND NEW
Transit Connect vans! 

1 cargo & 4 passenger vans that are
5-7 passenger starting at $18,000

with a brand new warranty!

536 Highland Avenue, Newport, VT 05855
Starters, Generators & Alternators Repaired

C&D
Starter ShopNEW &

REBUILT
UNITS

AVAILABLE.

• Cars
• Trucks
• Tractors
• Interstate
Batteries

802-
334-6428

Wayde
Tyler

SUPER SPRING LEASE DEALS!

DeLaBruere’s
Newport-Derby Road, Newport, VT • 334-5028
Sales Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 9-3.

www.delabruere.com

Auto Sales
& Service

GM
QUALITY
PARTS

Down payment & 1st payment due at signing. Tax and reg. included. 25 cents per mile if over miles at lease end. Terrain lease: $1,000 down, 10,000
miles per year for 24 months, 2.59%, lease end value - $22,473. Acadia lease: $2,000 down, 10,000 miles per year for 36 months, 2.54%, lease end
value $23,250. Subject to credit approval. See dealer for details. Photos are for reference only and may not reflect actual vehicle.

MSRP ............................$34,050
SALE PRICE ....................$32,699
REBATES........................–$4,700
COMPETITIVE LEASE* .....–$1,500

..$26,499

LEASE
for only

$219
per month!*Must have competitive

lease in household.

MSRP ............................$35,770
SALE PRICE ....................$34,500
REBATES...........................–$400
COMPETITIVE LEASE* .....–$1,500

..$32,600

LEASE
for only

$299
per month!*Must have competitive

lease in household.

2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE 2
AWD, 4 cyl., auto., heated seats, 

backup camera, loaded!

2017 GMC ACADIA SLE 1
AWD, 3rd row seat, 

loaded!

94 Community Drive
Derby, VT

334-1996
Key
Auto
Sales

AS ALWAYS, KEY AUTO
SELLS FOR LESS!

Complete Automotive 
Service Center 

Including Discount 
Tires & Reconditioning.

VT INSPECTION STATION.
Located across from

Bond Auto Parts.
toll free

888-707-8579

keyautosales.net
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considerable research on the history of the ball
fields and baseball in Barton in general.  Among
other things, he ran across the story of Heimie
Stafford of Orleans, who made it to the bigs, the
majors, for a single game in October of 1916.  

Mr. Perron said the goal is to raise between
$20,000 and $25,000 to finish refurbishing the
fields.  These days, teams want a good field to
play on, and they don’t want to play on just grass,
he said.  

The ball fields are intended to benefit the
community, but will be used for organized games
rather than casual pickup games like a town-
owned ball field might be.  

“There will be some structure, and there will
be paid events,” he said.   “A lot of folks around
here want to revitalize the men’s league as well.”

Mr. Perron said the plan is that the fields will
be ready by the end of the summer, but that
depends on the donations and sponsors. 

There were a lot of divots in them, and the
idea is to smoother the fields out so there’s a
better playing surface and redo the base paths, as
well as adding amenities. 

Mr. Perron said one thing he knows is that
the community, though it may lack the amenities
of bigger towns, will do a lot for its kids.  

“If there is one thing I know about our town,

it’s that our kids come first and foremost, and
that we will rise to the occasion in support of this
project, which will certainly be appreciated for
years to come,” Mr. Perron said.

The fields didn’t fall into total disuse, he
said, although they have not been used regularly
for quite some time.  His recollection is that
there was a tournament held there seven or eight
years ago.  

There’s no evidence that Heimie Stafford,
the area ballplayer who briefly made it to the
major leagues, ever played ball in Barton, but he
might have. 

According to Wikipedia, Mr. Stafford went to
Tufts University on scholarship and was chosen
senior class president.  He was a sprinter and
captain of the school’s baseball team.  

“In 1916, the Tufts baseball team went 18-1
but lost to Harvard for the college championship
of the East,” Wikipedia says. 

It goes on to say that Mr. Stafford had earned
the right to be called the fastest base runner in
college baseball with a record of 22 stolen bases.
He ended up batting .404 and leading the nation
with 30 runs scored and 24 stolen bases. 

When he graduated from Tufts, he signed a
contract with the New York Giants, and after a
stint in the minors, where he played left field and
shortstop, the Giants called him up to the big
leagues.  He sat on the bench until October 5, 1916, the last day of the season.  

“With two outs in the top of the ninth inning,
the Giants trailing by two runs, and the bases
empty, the rookie from Vermont was sent in as a
pinch hitter for the Giants’ pitcher,” Wikipedia
says.  “Stafford hit into a game- and season-
ending out for the Giants, as the Brooklyn
Dodgers won the pennant.”

Despite that inauspicious start, Mr. Stafford
was deemed to have ample talent and encouraged
to stay in baseball.  However, when he was
offered a job as a research chemist, he took it,
returning to baseball just briefly during World
War I when he played in what was called the
“industrial leagues.” 

He retired in 1941 and bought a dairy farm in
Vermont.  He was later elected to the Vermont
General Assembly from Bethel.  

He died in Florida in 1972 when he was 80. 
The Orleans County Fair Association is the

main sponsor of the ball field revitalization
project, but there are other patrons as well, Mr.
Perron said.  Donations, both big and small, are
welcome to complete the project. 

“Baseball cards” are available at Currier’s
Quality Market, C&C Supermarket, Evansville
Trading Post, Orleans One Stop, Lanoue’s
General Store, Thibault’s Market, Bob’s Quick
Stop, Barton Maple Company, and The GAP.

Look for fund-raising cards in local stores
(Continued from page one.)

The plans for rejuvenating two ball fields at the Orleans County Fairgrounds.  

Money from the purchase of one of these cards, which
will be at many local stores, will help pay for
rejuvenating the ball fields at the fairgrounds in Barton.  

Tractors may offer an easier way to plow a
field, but they guzzle fossil fuels and are hard to
pat on the head.  In contrast, ecologically friendly
and economically viable draft animal-powered
agriculture is experiencing a surge in popularity. 

The School of the New American Farmstead
at Sterling College is offering the course
“Introduction to Teamster Skills:  Working
Horses and Cattle,” for those interested in
exploring the advantages of draft animals.

This five-day course, held August 6 to 11, will
have students exploring the opportunities and
constraints that working cattle and horses bring
to a modern farming or logging enterprise.  There
will be a chance to learn by doing meaningful
work with draft animals, skill sessions in hand
tool use and maintenance, and a chance to
experience the daily rhythm of working on an
animal-powered farm.

The class will be led by instructor Rick
Thomas. 

“The teamster’s craft focuses on the

relationship between the work and the animal,”
he says.  “Before you can learn how to handle the
animal, you need to learn how draft horses and
cattle think, work, and communicate.”   

Mr. Thomas is a faculty member at Sterling
College as well as the draft horse manager.  His
teaching connects him to those things he values
— hard work, living a farmer’s life, continued
learning through experiential challenge, and
building lasting relationships with students. 

“Draft power is experiencing a resurgence in
popularity in modern agriculture,” he
says.  “Mindful farmers and loggers are realizing
the potential draft animals have to create
resilient and profitable working landscapes.  The
partnership between teamsters and their animals
is special.” 

Other instructors include Kaleigh Hamel and
Tom Jenkins.  

Ms. Hamel has been involved with large
animals since her childhood and is now running
her own small business of training, educating,

and performing with her oxen and horses. 
Ms. Hamel has taught a week-long oxen

basics course at Tiller’s International, has been
the guest presenter and teacher for the annual
Midwest Ox Drover’s Association meeting, and
taught an advanced training and psychology class
at the 2015 Draft Animal Power Field Days.

Mr. Jenkins has been a consulting forester for
20 years, and runs the ox teamsters challenge at
the Three County Fair in Northampton, MA.  He
got his first team of oxen at age five and showed
at New England fairs through 4-H for about 10
years.  Logging with his team of seven-year-old
Holstein/shorthorns is now an important part of
his forestry business.

Online registration is now open, but spaces
are limited. Students are encouraged to apply as
early as possible. Academic credit is available for
all courses.  For more information about this
course and to register, visit
www.sterlingcollege.edu/teamsters.  — from
Sterling College.

Sterling College offers class in working draft animals
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