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Glover students 
will stay in town 

 by Matthew Wilson 
 
BROWNINGTON — The Lake Region Union 

Elementary-Middle School District board met 
Monday for a special meeting and board retreat.  
Members gathered in the old Grammar School at 
the Old Stone House Museum here for a get-
together to foster closer working relations 
between board members. 

The meeting, which included team-building 
exercises, was organized by John Castle, formerly 
superintendent of the North Country Supervisory 
Union, currently executive director of the 
Vermont Rural Education Collaborative.  He was 
invited by board chair Neil Urie of Albany.  At the 
meeting’s start, Mr. Urie said that he thought a 
gathering tailored towards familiarizing everyone 
with one another could prove to be a boon for all. 

Board members also took time to discuss 
ongoing challenges with school facilities.  With the 
beginning of the year just a few weeks away, the 
issue of where kids will learn has continued to vex 
the leadership of the Orleans Central Supervisory 
Union (OCSU).   

Only recently was it decided to hold Glover 

North Country 
board plans 
opening 

 
by Joseph Gresser 

 
NEWPORT — North Country Union High 

School administrators are waiting for test results 
to decide when and how school will open.  Those 
tests aren’t measures of academic achievement, 
but measurements of the levels of polychlorinated 

by Joseph Gresser 
 
WESTMORE — About 100 people gathered at 

the Westmore Fellowship Hall on August 8 for a 
special select board meeting held to discuss wake 
boats.  More specifically, people showed up to talk 
over the pros and cons of a petition put together 
by members of the Westmore Association that 
would ask the state to ban wake sports in 
Willoughby Lake. 

The proposal would not prevent the boats, 
which are designed to create waves big enough for 
people to surf as they might in the ocean, from 
using the lake, but would not allow them to 
operate in wake sports mode. 

Diane Lehder, of the association, began the 
meeting and was given 20 minutes to make the 
case for the petition.  Ms. Lehder was hoping to 
get select board members to sign on.  While the 
state does not require that petitions come with 

the blessing of town government, having the 
board vote to lend its support would improve 
chances of a favorable outcome, Ms. Lehder said. 

For the past couple of years wake boats have 
proved to be a contentious issue for the 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) which has the job of regulating state 
waters. 

Among the issues the DEC is asked to 
consider is whether an activity is a “normal” use 
of Vermont lakes.  The term normal has a 
particular meaning in law, and is defined as being 
an activity that has taken place on a regular basis 
since the beginning of 1993.  According to Ms. 
Lehder, DEC Commissioner Jason Batchelder has 
said operating in wake boat mode is not 
considered a normal use. 

Nevertheless, the state decided, after a 
lengthy period of public comment and debate, to 

Painter in the corner

Westmore discusses wake boats 

Ann Young, whose show of paintings is currently on display at Greater Barton Arts, stands with a couple of her 
works.  For a look at her artistic path and views of other pieces, please see page eight.   

Photo courtesy of Adrien Helm (Continued on page 18.)
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by Joseph Gresser 
 
NEWPORT — A Derby Line man told police he 

went off Route 5 near the Fish and Game Road after 
being shot at by the passenger in a truck he tried to 
pass.  According to Vermont State Police Trooper 
Logan Miller, the man’s vehicle showed no sign of 
having been hit by a bullet, although the driver, 23-
year-old Joshua Kuhaneck, said he was sure it had 
been. 

Trooper Miller’s affidavit says he thinks Mr. 
Kuhaneck drove recklessly and was sure his 
license was under suspension. 

Judge Thibault released Mr. Kuhaneck on 
conditions after hearing him plead innocent to a 
felony charge of reckless or grossly negligent 
driving by one who has previously been convicted 

of that offense — a felony — and driving while his 
license was under suspension (DLS). 

 Trooper Miller said he got a call around 
quarter past midnight on September 22, from 
someone who said a vehicle was off Route 5.  
Around half an hour later Mr. Kuhaneck told police 
he was the driver and had been shot at by someone 
in a dark colored Toyota Tundra, the affidavit says. 

According to Trooper Miller, Mr. Kuhaneck told 
him he experienced a road rage incident before the 
shooting.  Mr. Kuhaneck told Trooper Miller the 
incident started at the Cow Palace in Derby, the 
affidavit says. 

Before getting to the crash site, Trooper Miller 
said he saw tire marks coming from Route 105 
headed east on Route 105.  He said the tracks were 

In Jay 

Land purchase 
back on table 

 
by Matthew Wilson 

 
JAY — When there’s enough interest and a 

enough money on the line, people show how 
determined they really are.  After a meeting at 
the end of November made a major land purchase 
here seem like a lost cause, those organizing the 
purchase rallied together to find a new way to get 
the property.  A follow-up meeting on Friday, 
December 6, saw representation from many of 
those connected to the land, its purchase, and the 
desired use of the property make another pass at 
completing the deal. 

Along Cross Road, a large piece of open field 
follows a body of water called Jay Branch.  The 
Missisquoi River Basin Association (MRBA) 
deems that section of land the perfect spot for a 
tree nursery it wants to start.  The association 
approached the town about the land, knowing the 

In Derby 

Police, EMS  are 
budget topics 

 
by Matthew Wilson 

 
DERBY — Everything seems to be getting more 

expensive, even the cost of having an accident.  At 
its meeting Monday night, the select board was 
approached by emergency responders who said they 
will increase the cost of their services.  Higher 
wages and the rising price for materials, are at the 
root of why those who respond to the scene of a 
crime or medical emergency need more to get by. 

The board was first approached by Jeff 
Johansen of the Newport Ambulance Service.  He 
said his organization will need to charge $15,500 
more to serve Derby in 2025.  

A Christmas spirit

During a rehearsal for the Civic Standard’s production of A Christmas Carol, the Ghost of Christmas Past (Edie 
Taylor) confronts Ebeneezer Scrooge (Donny Osman).  The production begins a sold-out run in Greensboro on 
December 11, but Maria Amador takes readers behind the scenes.  To learn how and why the performance was 
put together, please see page nineteen.        Photo by Maria Amador
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Who’s Who  
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Newport 
Council chooses 
new president. 
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Barton Village Annual Meeting 

Budgets cut  
and defeated   

 
by Matthew Wilson 

 
BARTON –  Voters turned down the highway 

budget proposed by trustees and lowered the 
water department budget at the Barton Village 
Annual Meeting on March 12. 

The 35 village residents who turned out for 
the meeting wanted explanations for the large 
increase in spending. 

One question was why the trustees were 
asking for a highway budget $140,000 higher than 
the previous years.  Crystal Currier, the member 
support advisor with the Vermont Public Power 
Supply Authority (VPPSA), the organization 
which works to manage the Barton Electric 
Company, was allowed to take the floor to explain 
the increase in costs.   

She said that a new truck for the village 
comprised about $80,000 of the increase.   

“The truck that the village was using was no 
longer inspectable,” Ms. Currier said.  Another 
large cost was the expense of contracting to have 
village roads plowed in the winter.  After her 
explanation, there was a motion to cast paper 

Show sheds light 
on space-time 
 
by Leanne Day Harple 

 
GREENSBORO — With a little more than two 

weeks to go until the big day, pre-festivities 
celebrating the highly anticipated upcoming solar 
eclipse on April 8 are officially getting under way 
in the Northeast Kingdom.  Because Vermont lies 
in the eclipse’s path of totality, the state has been 
advised to prepare for an influx of tourists hoping 
to catch a good viewing.  Due to the lucky 

by Joseph Gresser 
 
BARTON — A review of communications 

between officials in the Orleans Central 
Supervisory Union (OCSU) shows Superintendent 
Penny Chamberlin acted alone in telling the state 
Agency of Education (AOE) that voters in the 
Lake Region Union High School and Lake Region 
Union Elementary Middle School Districts 
approved a budget $1.7-million more than the 
actual amount.   

Documents also suggest the first response by 
many board members was to downplay the 
seriousness of Ms. Chamberlin’s action and 
suggest it wasn’t intentional.  There was no 
indication that any board member was aware that 
Ms. Chamberlin had inflated the figure provided 
the state until Debbie Brunelle, who represents 
Brownington on the elementary middle school 
board, picked up the discrepancy while preparing 
for discussion at the district’s annual meeting. 

The Chronicle filed a Freedom of Information 
request with OCSU and received a package of 
emails dating from January through mid-March 
of 2024.  The request was submitted in order to 
see how the higher figure came to be sent to the 
state and how the school boards reacted when 
they discovered the deception.  

OCSU lawyer Mark McDermott responded 
promptly, providing a cache of emails dated from 
January 4 through March 14.  Many of the emails 
concerned normal school business, such as snow 
days.  Some were redacted because they contained 
personal material about students or staff 
members, but there were enough messages to 
follow the discovery and board members’ 
reactions. 

Throughout, it is plain that both Ms. 
Chamberlin and the board members were 
preoccupied with a large number of issues besides 
the report to the state.  Elementary middle school 

Court appearance

Emails trace false report to state  

Cerill Brown, 23, of Orleans appears in court on March 13 with his lawyer, Lydia Newcomb, to plead innocent to 
charges of second degree murder and burglary.  He denied killing his neighbors Paula Broe, 61, and Steven 
Luisi, 65, the day before.  For more about the case please see page eight.    Photo by Joseph Gresser
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